
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
No. 9 – Tuesday, 17th April 2018 
Student Absentee Answering Machine Phone Number 5233 9299 

 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends,    
 

Happy Easter and welcome back to Term 2. The first term of this year was certainly a 
very busy one and we achieved a great deal over the course of the nine weeks.  This 
term is longer and, with eleven weeks ahead, we look forward to consolidating a very 
positive start to the year. 
 

Our Easter period is with us until we celebrate Pentecost on 20th May. It is important 
for us to remember that Easter does not finish with Easter Bunnies or Eggs on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

Easter is a season to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ. The triumph of life over death and the call to acknowledge our Salvation in 
God through Christ. But what does this mean? 
 

For me, the Resurrection brings with it a huge sense of hope, joy and celebration. 
 

As a Catholic Community, we are always offered a sense of hope. For without hope, I believe that we will flounder and wither away. 
But, with hope, we have something to strive for: we can set ourselves goals to be achieved. Through the Resurrection, we can place 
our hope in Christ. 
 

This Easter season is a time to reflect on the hope that is required in our own lives and our society - 
to celebrate with joy all of those people, times and events that have had a positive influence in our 
lives and have given us hope. Above all, it is a time to give thanks to our God for what we have. 
 

Trinity College co-ordinated the Ecumenical ‘Way of the Cross’ Service on Good Friday.  Thank you 
to Mrs Vicki Consedine, Sr Marg Carmody and Ms Anne Hughes for preparing the Service and thank 
you to all members of the Colac Community who participated in the Service.  A welcome addition to 
the service this year was that local members of the South Sudanese, Pilipino, Indian and Vietnamese 
communities led reflections at various stations in addition to Church, School and community 
organisations.   More than three hundred people were in attendance.  The service was a prayerful 
and meaningful community event which reflected on the Passion of Jesus Christ.  
 

Like many others, I was fortunate to spend the Easter break with family with whom we shared some time camping.  My family and I 
camped on the banks of the Campaspe River in the days following Easter Sunday.  This time away from email, mobile phones, social 
media, TV and other home creature comforts was a wonderful blessing and provided a great opportunity to share stories, experiences, 
laughter and meals without worrying about 'the busyness' of our daily lives.  While pleased to return home, we each felt enriched by 
the camping experience.  The richness of 'being' that is provided through activities such as camping or fishing (not that we caught 
any!) far outweighs the time we spend 'doing' in the busyness of our daily lives. Upon reflection, I look to finding some time each 
week to turn off the phone, switch off the email and commit to life as a 'human being' rather than a 'human doing' and I encourage 
you to do the same. 
 

Over the past couple of weeks, we, as a nation, have been fixated by the Commonwealth Games and, after the ball tampering 
controversy of the national men's cricket side, the Games have been a welcome part of the sporting calendar.  It was amazing to 
watch, Ken Hanson, grandfather to Trinity College student, Tom (Yr 9), win gold in the lawn bowls and become Australia's oldest 
Commonwealth Games Gold Medallist.  Congratulations to Ken on such a wonderful achievement! Congratulations, indeed, to all of 
the competitors of every event from all of the Commonwealth nations.  Each of these participants has made a commitment to do and 
be the best that they can be in their chosen event in the pursuit of excellence.  This is a challenge for each of us: while we may not 
excel in the sporting arena, we are challenged in our study and our work to do and be the best that we can. I have no doubt that our 
Trinity College students will achieve to their ability if they commit to their studies with the same attitude and endeavour that each of 
the competitors of the Commonwealth Games committed. I also have no doubt that the commitment of our students to their study 
would increase if each member of the College community provided greater encouragement to our students to be and do the best 
they can in their studies. 
 

 

Christ is Risen! 
He is risen 

Indeed! 
Alleluia! 



 
Our Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews were conducted on the last Tuesday of Term 1 and I thank parents and our students for 
attending the interviews.  The partnership we share in the education of your children involves three parties: the student, the 
parents/guardians and the staff. I trust that all three parties in the partnership will continue to work hard to ensure at least 12 months 
of learning growth for each calendar year for the students. 
 

As we begin this term, it is timely to remind our senior students that in nine weeks those students undertaking study of a Unit 3/4 
subject will be sitting the General Achievement Test (GAT). It is also timely to point out that, in addition to set homework, our students 
should be summarising notes, continuing SAC preparations and assessments and working with their teachers to ensure that their class 
work, homework and revision programs will enable them to do the best they can.  No one expects them to do better than they are 
capable of, but we do encourage all students to do the best they can, just like all competitors at the Commonwealth Games! 
 

We wish our Year 9 students well this week as they undertake their experiential learning opportunity focussed around the Beechy Rail 
Trail hike and I thank the staff who have committed to making this week such a positive learning experience. 
 

In contemporary society we are often presented with the question of where our youth are headed and they can, at times, be 
represented in a negative light.  As a school community, we are able to present our youth in a positive light.  Our youth share in the 
Easter message of hope, joy and celebration.  For our youth, we sing Alleluia! 
 

In the early days of Christianity, St. Augustine proclaimed: 
 

“We are Easter people and alleluia is our song!” 
 

Easter should draw from each of us a joyful ALLELUIA (a Hebrew word of praise of God), not just for what God has done for us in Jesus, 
but also for the everyday things of life. 
 

For my child/ren … ALLELUIA 
For my wife/husband … ALLELUIA 
For parents … ALLELUIA 
For the rain we receive … ALLELUIA 
For caring friends … ALLELUIA 
WHAT IS YOUR ALLELUIA? 
 

For each of you ALLELUIA! 
 

Virtus Nobilitat 
Mr Tim O’Farrell 
Principal 
 
 

CURRICULUM MATTERS 
 

NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2018 for Years 7 and 9 students will 
be held on Tuesday 15th May, Wednesday 16th May and Thursday 17th May 2018. NAPLAN tests assess 
student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and Numeracy. 
 

The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can be 
used to improve student achievement. 
 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests.  

• Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom assessment 
tasks. 

• Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who have been learning 
English for less than one year. 

• If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher prior to the 
tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 

 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and carers in 
consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. 
These forms are available at the school and must be completed by Tuesday, 1st May 2018. 
 

For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 

Mrs Pam Hacking 

Learning Leader 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/


 

SPORTS NEWS 

 
GLEESON WIN ATHS SPORTS 
 
Gleeson has continued its winning ways by claiming victory in the 2018 Trinity House Athletics Sports. This was the first sports held 
on our new oval and judging by student comments and records broken on the day it was a great success. Gleeson held a narrow lead 
from Rice for most of the day but held on to allow captains Georgia Fish and Bailey Scott to hold the trophy aloft.  
 
Earlier Eliza Cahill won the "Trinity Gift" for the fastest female in the school over 100m and Brady Coutts won the male event. 
 
Records broken at the sports 
200m - Jack Barber 
400m - Rachael Cahill, Bailey Scott 
800m - Thomas Frampton, Zach Munro, Jackson Richardson, Bailey Scott 
Javelin - Kyle Middleton, Paige Copeland 
Discus - Lily Eldridge 
Long Jump - Jack Barber, Patrick Wheadon 
Triple Jump - Patrick Wheadon, Jack Barber 
High Jump - William McLachlan, Nour Alkurd, Bailey Scott 
Shot Put - Symantha Bennett, Lateisha Chouffot-Trigg, Chloe Copeland 
 
AGE GROUP CHAMPIONS 
13 YEARS 
William McLachlan (McAU) and Millicent Sibley (McAU) 
14 YEARS 
Patrick Wheadon (McAU) and Lulu Riches (RICE) 
15 YEARS 
Jack Barber (McAU) and Sophie Morrissy (RICE) 
16 YEARS 
Brady Coutts (RICE) and Paige Copeland (GLEE) 
17 YEARS 
Jackson Richardson (RICE) and Rachael Cahill (McAU) 
18 YEARS 
Bailey Scott (GLEE) and Nour Alkurd (McAU) 
 
FINAL SCORES 
GLEESON 5603 points 
Rice  5340 points 
McAuley  5236 points 

 
 
 

EASTER EGG RAFFLE 

 
Congratulations to all the winners of our Easter Egg Raffle.  Monies raised from the raffle will be donated to Caritas.  Thank you to all 
students who donated easter eggs for the raffle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WELLBEING NEWS 

 
 

 
 
 
Save the date: You are invited to “Screenagers” 
On Thursday, 10th May, Trinity College will be showing an award-winning documentary that really is a ‘must-see’ for parents of 
teenagers and teenagers themselves living in a digital world. 
 
SCREENAGERS is the first feature documentary to explore the impact of screen technology on kids and offer parents and families 
proven solutions that work. What started out as a personal story for one person has grown into an international movement, hel ping 
millions of teens and their families navigate growing up in a world with instant access to screens. 
Physician and filmmaker, Delaney Ruston, decided to make SCREENAGERS when she found herself constantly struggling with her 
two kids about screen time. Ruston felt guilty and confused, not sure what limits were best, especially around mobi le phones, 
social media, gaming and how to monitor online homework. Hearing repeatedly how other parents were equally overwhelmed, 
she realized this is one of the biggest, unexplored parenting issues of our time.   
 
As a director, Ruston turned the camera on her own family and others—revealing stories of messy struggles over social media, 
video games, academics and internet addiction.  We meet Hannah, a 14-year old victim of social media bullying who struggled 
trying to hide her social media use from her mom. And Andrew, whose love of video games turned into an addiction taking him 
from earning straight As to flunking out of college. 
 
SCREENAGERS goes far beyond exposing the risks of screen time: it reveals multiple approaches on how parents and educators can 
work with kids to help them achieve a healthy amount of screen time.  
 
The documentary touches on: 

• Use of screens in school 

• Boys and video games 

• Girls and social media 

• Risk of addiction 
 
Statistics reveal the problem that we all face as parents, educators and teenagers: 

• Kids spend on average 6.5 hours a day on screens and that doesn’t include classroom or homework screen time.  

• Boys spend on average the equivalent of 1.5 days on video games every week.  

• Some recent studies show us that screen time increases dopamine production and causes behaviour that mimics 
addiction. 

 
Please pencil in Thursday, 10th May on your calendar. This will be a FREE ticketed event shown in the Jubilee Centre at Trinity College. 
Please watch the newsletter for ticketing information. 
 
  



 

FAREWELL ….. JUDY CARTER & HELEN PAATSCH 

 
Trinity College farewelled two long-serving and devoted staff members on the final 
day of Term 1 – Holy Thursday. 
 
Judy Carter and Helen Paatsch  were thanked for their extensive service at a staff 
gathering where Principal Tim O’Farrell recognised their enormous contribution to 
the school community. 
 
Judy taught briefly at Trinity in 1996 before returning in 2008 to take up a position in 
the mathematics department and had a flare for delivering specialist maths in the 
senior years. 
 
In 2009 she took on the role of Daily Organiser and became a valuable member of the Leadership Team. Her attention to detail was 
invaluable in the area of timetabling and she took great pride in ensuring the school days, weeks, terms and years were organised to 
the minute. 
 
Helen has had a 48-year involvement as a teacher, librarian and more recently manager of the archives and author of ‘The past 50 
years of the College’. 
 
For the past 24 years Helen has been the Manager of the College Archives in a voluntary capacity, whilst pursuing many interests 
which were recognised with an OAM for services to the Colac community. 
 
Both Judy and Helen have been dedicated to the delivery of quality education and Trinity College and the families it serves owe a 
great debt of gratitude for their service over many years, and in Helen’s case almost five decades. 
 
We wish them good health and happiness as they pursue their passions and enjoy some quality family time. 

 
 

CAREERS NEWS 
 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM 
This will take place in the last week of Term 2 from Monday, 26th June until Friday, 30th June 2017.  Information packs were given to 
students at the Year 10 Information Evening last term.  Students should now be considering their placement and organising this with 
employers.  Students and Parents/Guardians are welcome to see me to discuss the work experience program. 
 
 

EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

TOURS AFTER OPEN DAY 
If families were unable to attend our Open Day, or would like to revisit the College, please contact us to join a 

tour.  We have tours planned for:  Wednesday, 18th April at 2.00pm and Thursday, 26th April at 9.00am.   
If you would like to arrange for a tour, please contact Amber Sell on 5233 9200  

or email Amber at asell@tcc.vic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 17th April – Friday, 20th April Year 9 Beechy Rail Trail Hike 

Wednesday, 18th April SSV State Swimming 

Wednesday, 25th April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Thursday, 26th & Friday, 27th April Year 11 Retreat 
Year 12 Retreat 

Friday, 27th April Year 7 2019 Applications Close 
SSV Coastal Athletics 

mailto:asell@tcc.vic.edu.au


 



 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 


