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Ngatanwarr
(welcome everyone) to Trinity College Colac

Acknowledgment
of Country

We acknowledge the Gulidjan people of Colac, the traditional custodians of the 
land on which we develop our knowledge, skills and character. We pay our respects 
to Elders past and present, for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture 
and hopes of Indigenous Australia. We commit to actively work alongside them for 
reconciliation and justice.  May their spirits watch over us.

Dear Students and Families

Thank you for considering Trinity College Colac for your educational home in 2023. 

As a Catholic co-educational college for Years 7-12 students, Trinity College is committed to making a difference in the 
lives of its young people. In fact, our school vision, “we make a difference”, underpins all that we do.  We have embraced 
The Trinity Difference  - our commitment to nurturing and celebrating individual effort and growth in knowledge, character 
and skills. You can read more about The Trinity Difference in this document. 

With that in mind, we provide learning in a safe, happy and caring environment, where all students are supported to 
achieve success.  We encourage our students to do their best and to be their best, and this can only be achieved through 
a partnership involving our students, their families and our committed, caring and qualified staff. 

At Trinity College we work closely with our students to ensure that every student has a learning pathway that best suits 
their needs, goals and aspirations. 

Our Year 7 students enjoy a welcoming transition into the College with the support of our dedicated team of teachers, 
health professionals and support staff. 

Trinity College offers students the opportunity to participate in many vibrant extra-curricular activities, including music 
programs, school productions, chess, robotics, debating, public speaking, community service, retreats, excursions and 
camps, social gatherings and a comprehensive sports program including the Sporting Excellence Program which is 
available by application to students at every year level. Overseas immersions are currently on hold but will once again 
form an important element of our learning opportunities when the time is right.  

Trinity College offers fee reductions for families who may require assistance, as well as family discounts, making 
an education with us an affordable option. No student will be refused entry to Trinity College as a result of 
financial hardship. Parents are encouraged to speak with the Business Manager regarding any fee issues. 

Please accept Trinity College’s invitation to join us at our Open Day on Wednesday, 23 March where 
you can tour our facilities, gather information and meet our enthusiastic staff and students. If this 
is not possible and you would like to arrange an alternative time to visit, please contact our 
Registrar on 03 5233 9255 to make an appointment. 

We look forward to welcoming you at our Open Day or another time soon, and to 
sharing in more detail the positive difference Trinity College makes to every family 
who chooses our school for the secondary education of their child. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Paul Clohesy 
Principal 



Catholic 

Ethos

All students at Trinity are allocated to a College House which they can represent in a positive way and earn points towards the 
annual Spirit Cup.  Every sporting activity on the College calendar is an opportunity for students to participate in events and earn 
spirit points, and they can also show team spirit and add to the atmosphere of the day by dressing up, singing, and cheering on 
their fellow house mates to victory.

Students also earn spirit points by getting involved in activities during school break times and staff lookout for students who 
show growth in the areas of character, knowledge and skills.  Students who earn commendations for being courageous, resilient, 
grateful, respectful and persistent with their studies receive valuable points.  Spirit points are tallied throughout the year and our 
Spirit Cup is awarded at the final student assembly for the year.

Gleeson House
Monsignor Gleeson was Colac’s parish priest when the Christian 
Brothers established the Trinity College Boys School in 1967.  
His life was dedicated to serving God through his role 
as a priest.  Monsignor Gleeson’s faithful service 
ultimately enabled us to exist as a school. He is 
recognised as a founder and calls us to follow his 
example of serving others.

Glowrey House
Mary Glowrey was born in Birregurra in 1887 and graduated from 
medical school in 1910.  In 1920, Mary travelled to India where she 

cared for the poorest women and children. She became a 
religious Sister with the Society of Jesus Mary Joseph in 

Guntur and for many years ministered to thousands of 
patients who would not have received care otherwise. 

Mary founded the Catholic Health Association of 
India, whose members today care for over 21 million 
people a year.

McAuley House
Catherine McAuley was a brave and 
determined Irish woman who faced opposition, 
sadness, loneliness and harsh conditions to serve 
the poor and marginalised.  Catherine McAuley took 
great risks to provide for others.  As the founder of the 
Sisters of Mercy, Catherine is recognised for the danger she 
faced as a woman trying to bring about change and for bringing 
sweetness and blessings to the lives of many.

Rice House
Edmund Rice was a man of great faith who faced 

many difficulties and set-backs in striving to provide 
education for boys in Ireland.  Overcoming his fears 

through faith, strength and courage, Edmund Rice founded 
the Christian Brothers, who provide educational opportunities 

and other acts of service around the world.  Rice is also recognised as 
one of our founders and reminds us that through faith we should not be 
afraid, because God is with us.

LegacyOur

Spirit
Our

Our ethos draws on the legacy of the two Catholic 
orders who brought Catholic education to the 
Colac region; the Sisters of Mercy (founded by 
Catherine McAuley) and the Christian Brothers 
(founded by Edmund Rice).  St Joseph’s College was 
a coeducational secondary school, which emerged 
from a school established by the Sisters of Mercy in 
Calvert Street in 1889.  At the urging of Monsignor 
John H Gleeson and our local parishes, the Christian 
Brothers established a school for Years 7-10 boys in 
1967 on a site in Pound Road.  Trinity College Colac is 
the result of an amalgamation in 1979 between these 
two schools.  After an initial three-year trial period 
between 1979-1982, when the school was known as 
St Joseph’s-Trinity College, the school adopted the 
name of Trinity College and the College Crest that you 
see today.  

 
 
 
 
The buildings 
and houses of 
our College are 
named to remember the 
legacy of our founders and 
members of our local community, 
and their spirit is still celebrated and 
remembered today in the College Houses named 
after them.

VisionOur

Inspired by Jesus, we make a difference.

Mission
Our

Value
We

We celebrate our Catholic 
tradition in  

word and action.

Community

We offer a genuine 
welcome, kindness and 

responsibility for self and 
others.

Learning

We cultivate a love 
of learning and thirst 
for knowledge and 

understanding.

We act with hope and love 
to bring about a socially just 

world.

Social

Justice

As a child safe school, in line with Ministerial Order 870, Trinity College Colac is committed to  
the implementation and ongoing maintenance of child safe standards.

Nurturing respectful and 
safe relationships in a 

Christian environment.

Challenging all to be 
creative and passionate 

learners.

Inspiring a sense of justice, 
compassion, empathy, 

curiosity and resilience.

To make a difference through:



The education of young people today plays a pivotal role 
in preparing them for a world of rapid change, technology 
and increasing global challenges.  The contemporary world 
of learning and work calls for collaboration and critical and 
creative thinking to design solutions for the future.  

Educational research and future workforce studies have 
highlighted the importance of building not only knowledge, 
but both character and skills to learn and problem solve.  A 
Trinity education focuses on developing knowledge, character 
and skills as equal and integral parts in the education of the 
whole person, equipping each of our students with the tools 
to succeed in school, work and life.  The development of The 
Trinity Difference has been underpinned by the Victorian 
Curriculum General Capabilities, 21st Century Learning 
Design, Higher Order Thinking Skills, Habits of Mind, and the 
latest trends in global education practice.

The Trinity Difference provides students with the skills, 
character and knowledge to live out our Trinity College Vision: 
Inspired by Jesus, we make a difference.

Difference
The Trinity

Effort
Rewarding

At Trinity College, we value a love of learning and we challenge all of our 
students to be creative and passionate learners who are inspired to make 

a difference.  

In developing our learning and teaching framework, The Trinity Difference, 
we asked ourselves what we valued the most in learning.  The answer 
was effort – that no matter what level our students begin, they try their 
hardest to achieve personal success in their own learning.  

Learning tasks are linked to the real world and encourage the 
development of life skills that equip our students to embrace challenges 
with the determination required to learn and grow.  

We aim to develop courageous learners with a growth mindset and an 
understanding that mistakes and failures are some of the greatest lessons 

of all.  It is these setbacks along the way that can encourage persistence and 
develop resilience for students to be responsible for their learning.  We believe 

that the best learners are self-motivated and understand how to learn and the 
“why” behind the learning.

Learning at Trinity focuses on the development of students’ abilities through focused 
feedback on class tasks and using assessment task rubrics which allow students to identify 
the keys for achieving success.  Regular discussions with your child focused on effort helps to 

develop good learning habits and encourage and reward the effort given to tasks.

Our teaching and learning has a strong focus on effort as the most valuable trait to develop in 
our students.  Together with input from families, we can develop the characteristics for being a 

good learner and a successful future.

We are willing to take risks, 
learn from mistakes and 

bounce back from setbacks. 
We are determined to 

accomplish goals and persistent 
in overcoming obstacles. 

We are adaptable and hard 
working.

We show empathy, kindness 
and strive for social justice. 
We are inclusive, open and 

understanding. 
We live out Gospel values to 
make a positive difference.

We can take responsibility 
for our lives, work habits and 

ongoing learning. 
We can seek feedback to 

improve our learning. 
We can understand the 

influence of emotions on our 
learning.

We can think critically to 
analyse problems and creatively 
to design innovative solutions. 
We can be curious about the 

world, ask questions and make 
connections. 

We can examine and investigate 
complex problems. 

We can work collaboratively and 
resolve group conflicts. 

We can work in a variety of 
roles in diverse teams. 

We can convey information 
clearly and effectively.

We know the skills, habits and 
character traits that lead to a 

growth mindset. 

We know why knowledge, 
skills and character traits are 

vital to become informed 
members of our local and global 

communities. 

We know where to seek help 
with our learning.

We appreciate our education 
and our school. 

We value each other and our 
diversity. 

We are respectful of ourselves, 
others and our surroundings.

Grateful & 
Respectful

CHARACTER

SKILLS

KNOWLEDGE

Collaborate & 
Communicate

How To Learn Why We Learn What Can Help

Courageous 
& Resilient

Think Critically 
& Creatively

Spiritual & 
Compassionate

Self-Regulate

The Trinity Difference



Trinity’s behaviour management procedures are embedded in 
a whole school, positive approach.  This involves all members of 
the school community and works across all areas of school life.  It 
implicitly acknowledges that learning occurs not only through the formal 
curriculum, but also through daily experience of life in school and beyond.

The College aims to take a preventative and early intervention approach so that potential 
breaches of behaviour are avoided and minimised.  Our positive approach to behaviour 
management incorporates clear behavioural expectations:

Be Respectful
Be Responsible
Be Positive
Be Punctual

 

An integral part of this approach is building positive relationships and restoring damaged relationships through 
restorative practices.  Should the need arise to deal with any breaches of College expectations, students are treated 
with dignity, with the overall aim of changing behaviour to acceptable levels.

Character
Building

As a Catholic school, we celebrate our Catholic identity.  We do not expect all 
students to be Catholic, but we do expect our students to participate fully in the 
life of the College, including liturgies, retreats, and community service.

The central aim of the Religious Education program at Trinity is to foster in students 
the following four aspects of human life:

• awareness of self
• awareness of others
• awareness of the world
• awareness of the faith community.

The program seeks to teach the content of the Catholic faith in a way that contributes 
to understanding and provides opportunities for students to respond in faith.

As a College, we enact our Vision and 
Mission with the following Gospel 
Values integrated into curriculum 
and pastoral care to develop positive 
behaviours and social skills:

• Respect for the life and dignity of 
each person

• Justice in our actions and response 
to others

• Responsibility in our relationships 
and stewardship of the 

environment.

Behaviour
Positive

Justice
Social

Our commitment to social justice is a defining feature 
of who we are.  It is a manifestation of our Gospel 

Values and gives authentic, living witness to 
our Catholic identity.

In our multicultural and global society, it 
is important that students are exposed 

to the challenges facing the world 
today and tomorrow.  We work 
with and walk alongside those at 
the margins of society, to grow in 
empathy, and to respond in faith 
and action.

Trinity College students are 
challenged and empowered 
to build a just world for all 
through immersions and social 
justice programs.  These events 
allow students to put their 
faith, spirituality and values 
into action, building a better 
world for all.

Year 9 students preparing food for St Vinnies.

“Our school motto, virtus nobilitat, loosely translates 
to: doing good things makes you a better person.”

Br Kevin Tuck, founding Principal

Shrove Tuesday  
(Pancake Day), 2022

Safety
Child

All students at our College have a right to feel safe and be safe.  The wellbeing of children in our care will always be our first 
priority and we have zero tolerance to child abuse.  We aim to create a child safe and child friendly environment where children  
feel safe and are free to enjoy life to its fullest without any concern for their safety.

Please refer to our website for further details of our policies and procedures regarding child safety.



Knowledge
Gaining

Students at Trinity College are encouraged to be active participants in their learning.  They are empowered to think and act for 
themselves, nurture their talents, and explore aspects of their learning that can ignite passion and inspire lifelong learning.

We believe that “great teachers equals great teaching”.  Therefore, our teachers place students at the centre of their lesson 
planning and are encouraged to seek professional learning opportunities to enhance their delivery of learning outcomes for our 
students.

Our learning programs are contemporary, allowing for collaboration amongst students and staff, and with the support of 
technology and excursions, immerse students in learning within and outside the classroom.  We have modern facilities to support 
learning and extra-curricular opportunities for our students, driven by a team of dedicated teachers and support staff who strive 
to support our students and their families.

Year 7 at Trinity is about building a solid foundation for the 
years ahead.  Students study core subjects in their homeroom 
groups over both semesters, allowing for a smoother transition 
from their primary school environment.  Elective subjects are 
studied on a rotational basis across the year so they have the 
opportunity to sample a wide range of curriculum offerings.

Year 8 students continue to study their core subjects in 
homeroom groupings.  Students also begin to personalise 
their learning by selecting a range of elective subjects to study 
over a whole semester.

*semester based subjects

At Year 9, we have developed a Project Based Learning (PBL) 
program which is innovative, challenging and exciting for our 
students.  Research has shown that Year 9 students struggle 
with engagement and finding relevance in their learning.  PBL 
is cross-curricular and focuses on active, student-directed 
learning; providing students with an authentic, real-world 
context for learning where student voice matters.  

In addition to PBL, students have the opportunity to study 
a range of elective subjects to continue nurturing 
their talents and interests.  Elective subjects 
are available across a number of learning 
areas, including: Drama, Music, Art, 
Graphics, Physical Education, Civics 
and Citizenship, Economics 
and Business, English, 
Indonesian, Mathematics, 
Food, Textiles, Wood, and 
Digital Technologies.

Senior Pathways

Core Subjects Rotation Subjects

Religious Education Art

Digital Technologies Drama

English Engineering

Health & Physical Education Food

Humanities Graphics

Languages: Indonesian Music

Mathematics Textiles

Science Wood

Core Subjects Elective Subjects*

Religious Education Drama

English Music

Health & Physical Education Art

Humanities Graphics

Mathematics Food

Science Textiles

Computing & Engineering* Wood

Languages*: 
Indonesian or Aboriginal 

Languages

Junior Curriculum

PBL Integrated Units Intensives

Digital Technologies

English English

Health Maths

Humanities Physical Education

Maths Science

Religion

Science

As students commence Year 10, they transition 
into the senior school with an increase in elective 
subject options, expectations and workload as 
they tackle more challenging subject matters.  
Year 10 students also have the opportunity to 
accelerate their learning by undertaking a VCE 
or VET subject.

Core Subjects include: Religious Education, 
English, Maths, Health and Physical Education, 
Science (Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Agriculture 
or Psychology), and Humanities (Civics and 
Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography, 
or History).  

There are multiple electives that can be selected 
across the following learning areas: Performing 
Arts, Visual Arts, Languages, Health and Physical 
Education, Mathematics, Science, Design and 
Technology, and Digital Technologies.

As senior students progress into their final years 
of secondary school, they have the opportunity 
to choose between a variety of options to meet 
their pathway to tertiary studies at university or 
TAFE, or to seek employment.  Trinity College is 
committed to providing the broadest possible 
range of studies to suit the interests and abilities 
of our students.

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is currently 
transitioning to a new integrated senior secondary certificate which will be 
in place by the time Year 7 2023 students reach their senior year levels.  This 
certificate will bring together the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
and the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) to give students 
greater choice and flexibility to pursue their strengths and interests and 
develop the skills and capabilities needed for success in further education, 
work and life.  

There will be no changes to the VCE for students wishing to receive an ATAR 
for university entry.  The new VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) will replace 
the current Intermediate and Senior VCAL program.  Students will still 
have options to undertake Vocational Education Training (VET) programs, 
and  School Based Apprenticeships / Traineeships (SBATs) and Structured 
Workplace Learning (SWL).
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Year 7 Mathematics students.



Vocational
Education Training (VET)

VET subjects are increasingly popular options for students in their senior years as they allow students to graduate with a nationally 
recognised Certificate level qualification alongside their VCE or VCAL Certificate.  Many VET subjects also contribute towards a 
student’s ATAR score.  VET subjects can be undertaken by students in Years 10-12.

Whether students wish to seek full-time employment after they graduate or part-time employment to support themselves whilst 
they undertake further education opportunities, achieving a vocational qualification can enhance employability.

Trinity College hosts the Colac Otway Vocational Education Cluster (COVEC) Trade Training Centre for Hospitality and Kitchen 
Operations training on our school site.  In addition, we also partner with other schools in COVEC and other training providers, 
such as South West TAFE and The Gordon TAFE, to give our students access to a broad range of VET courses.  Courses are offered 
in the following areas:

* courses currently timetabled at Trinity.

Course availability may change from year to year; however, if your child has a particular pathway or area of study they wish to 
pursue, we invite you to contact our College Registrar to discuss.

• Agriculture*
• Allied Health
• Animal Studies
• Automotive

• Beauty
• Building & Construction
• Electrical
• Graphic Design

• Hairdressing
• Hospitality
• Interactive Digital 

Media

• Kitchen Operations
• Plumbing
• Sport & Recreation*

Diversity
Learning

Diverse learning needs are catered for in a nurturing 
learning environment and all forms of achievement 
are celebrated at our school.  At Trinity, we provide 
specific, flexible and targeted guidance and support 
for students with learning challenges and giftedness 
such as Guided Study, Homework Club, Acceleration 
Programs and in-class assistance.

Differentiation occurs in all programs at all year 
levels to ensure we cater to each and every student.  
Adjustments are made on an individual student basis, 
so that strengths, weaknesses and learning preferences 
are accommodated. Acceleration is available in Year 10, 
where academically talented students can begin their VCE 
studies.

Agriculture student feeding calves.
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Facilities
Built for Learning

Trade Training Centre and  
Food Technology
Food technology classes are held in our school kitchens. In addition, 
we have a Trade Training Centre onsite that provides students 
wanting to train as chefs, cooks or workers in the hospitality industry 
access to commercial kitchen facilities.

Canteen
Located in the McAuley Wing, the Canteen is open each day for 
students to order lunches and purchase drinks and snacks.  Eftpos 
facilities are available.

Science
Our dedicated Science classrooms are currently located in the Rice 
Wing.  Year 7 students will attend these rooms for their Science 
lessons.  

Classrooms
General purpose classrooms are located throughout the College 
where students attend homeroom and participate in core subjects, 
such as Maths, English, Humanities, Religion, and Languages.  

• Years 11 and 12 students occupy the Rice Wing 
• Year 9 and Year 10 students are located in the Tuck Wing
• Year 8 students study in the McAuley Wing, and
• Year 7 students are located in the recently refurbished Mercy  

Precinct.

Wellbeing and Learning Diversity
Our Wellbeing and Learning Diversity staff have relocated to a 
dedicated area at the Hart Street end of the Mercy Precinct.  These 
areas allow students a calming and private space to support our 
students’ wellbeing.  Once landscaping is completed, outdoor 
courtyards will provide an oasis for our students.

Arts and Design Technology
Located in the Mercy Precinct are our dedicated Art and Graphics 
rooms, along with purpose built Wood Technology and Textiles 
classrooms.  Bright and vibrant spaces that inspires wonder and 
creativity for our students.

Future Senior and STEM Wing
The next step in our masterplan is the construction of a multi-
level wing that will house general-purpose classrooms for senior 
students, along with new (Sciene, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics (STEM) classrooms.  This building will replace the 
portables currently located near the Hart Street entrance and we 
envisage our future Year 7 students experiencing this facility in the 
coming years.

Jubilee Centre
The centre is named in honour of our 50th anniversary in 2017.  In addition to the 
auditorium for performances, concerts, and information sessions, there are also 
Drama and Music classrooms, and instrumental music tutorial rooms.

Sporting Centre
Our oval has synthetic grass with soccer, football and softball fields, surrounded by a rubberised 
running track. There are also long jump and high jump facilities in the surrounds.   

On the northern side of the oval, there is a cricket oval and nets, along with a series of asphalt 
courts that can be used for tennis, netball and basketball.

On the southern side of the oval, our hall (located in the McAuley Wing) can be set up for 
basketball, netball, volleyball and badminton.

Not only are we able to hold our House Athletics days onsite, but the area is fantastic for Health & 
Physical Education classes and other sporting activities, such as our Sporting Excellence Program.

Agriculture
The College is fortunate to have room to house various agricultural and 
horticultural pursuits.  The paddocks in the north-east often host livestock.  
There is also a chicken coop and raised garden beds.

St Joseph’s Resource Centre
The Resource Centre is a vibrant and innovative educational space 
designed to support and facilitate staff and student learning.  It is a 
supportive, positive and welcoming place for learning, reading, studying, 
recreation, socialising, IT support, and careers and pathways advice.

The Resource Centre provides a meeting place for students to 
collaborate, learn and work together.  It is a place where students can be 
inspired, encouraged, challenged and enabled to participate in learning.

The Resource Centre is open from 8.00am to 5.00pm each school day 
and students are welcome to stay and use the centre outside of regular 
school hours to read, study and enhance their learning.

Chapel and Reflection Garden
The Chapel is used for religion and social justice activities.  Along with 
the Reflection Garden, these are quiet spaces that students can attend 
for prayer services, meditation or when they require a peaceful moment.

College and Student Reception
Parents and visitors attending the College are welcomed by our 
dedicated administration staff.  Families will attend this area 
for meetings or if they need to liaise with staff at the College.

Students have a dedicated reception space where they need 
to visit if they are signing in or out of school, are feeling ill, or 
need assistance with administrative services.



Students performing in our We Will Rock You musical production, 2021.

Sporting Excellence  
Program participants.

Extra
Something

Extra-curricular activities contribute to the physical and emotional wellbeing of young people, providing them with a positive 
medium in which to interact socially.  Our students are encouraged to participate in activities outside of the classroom, with 
a wide variety of lunchtime and after school opportunities available.  Activities range from robotics, chess groups and social 
justice groups, student leadership, public speaking and debating, representing the College in sporting teams, learning to play an 
instrument, to getting involved in school productions.  No matter their interests, there is something extra for all of our students.

Performing Arts
Trinity College is fortunate to have a purpose-built performing arts facility, so whether your child has an interest in singing, acting, 
dancing or playing an instrument, they will find themselves at home in the Jubilee Centre.

Students can get involved in our school production bi-annually.  It is a fabulous opportunity that allows students to bond outside 
of the classroom, embrace their love of music and performing, and create memories to last a lifetime.

Instrumental Music Program
Students with an interest in music can 
choose to participate in our Instrumental 
Music Program. We have specialist 
instrumental tutors who visit the school  to 
provide tuition for voice, piano, drums, brass, 
woodwind, and string instruments.

Participants in the program also have the 
opportunity to join our College band and perform at 
school events.

Sporting Excellence Program
If your child would like to improve their sporting performance, 
fitness and learn healthy skills for life then they can apply to participate 
in our Sporting Excellence Program.

Trinity has recently teamed up with the Regional Institute of Sport to launch this 
program.  RIS Director, Stuart Canavan, believes that regional students should not 
feel that they have to travel to larger cities for world-class sports performance programs.  
He is passionate about the important part that sport can play in a young person’s life and truly 
believes that exercise can improve life.

“I joined the program to improve my fitness.  The instructors 
are experienced and have taught me the importance of 
warming up.  The skills I’ve learnt have helped me improve 
my speed and agility on the netball court.”

Tyarna Westlake, 8F



Left:  Students participating in Science Week activities.

Above: Students in Year 7 iLeap class.

Skills
Developing Transition

to Trinity College Colac

The transition from primary to secondary school 
is an exciting experience and students will draw 
on their resilience as they move to a more 
independent level of learning, make new friends, 
explore new subjects and interests, and build upon 
their learning, skills and knowledge.

To assist in this important milestone in your child’s 
life, incoming students prepare for their entry to 
Trinity College long before their first day of school.  
Our Open Day is an opportunity to experience College 
operations and meet our current students and staff.  As 
part of the application process, we conduct interviews 
with each student and their family to establish a connection 
with our incoming families. At the end of their Grade 6 year, 
students from smaller regional schools are invited to attend a 
special transition day, giving them the opportunity to connect 
with other students prior to commencing at the College.  
For students needing extra support with social, emotional, 
or academic needs, our Learning Diversity Leader conducts 
initial Parent Support Group (PSG) meetings with students, 
their families and their Grade 6 teacher. Finally, all incoming 
Year 7 students attend an Orientation Day in December.

Upon commencement, students are allocated a homeroom 
and a dedicated homeroom teacher.  The homeroom teacher 
takes on a pastoral role to monitor aspects of their students’ 
academic progress, social interactions, and general wellbeing.  
Homeroom teachers also teach their students at least one 
subject, allowing for a strong relationship to grow between 
student and teacher.

Friendship groups and bonds between classmates can have a 
lasting impact upon a student’s learning environment.  Year 7 
Camp, our iLeap program, and school events such as sports 
carnivals and school events help students feel connected 
to their peers, establish a connection with the wider school 
community and encourage house spirit.

As students settle in to their new school 
environment, a mentor program between our 
Year 7 and Year 10 students helps to develop a sense 
of belonging.  The program provides younger students 
with encouragement, friendship, support, and guidance from 
older students at school.

Families are encouraged to get involved in their child’s learning 
journey at Trinity.  Parents and carers are invited to a welcome 
information session to meet staff and other families with 
their child. Our Parent Access Module (PAM) allows families 
to monitor their child’s academic progress and behaviour.  
Families can also connect with teachers and engage in student 
learning in our twice yearly Student Learning Conferences 
(parent teacher interviews).

“Year 7 Camp was a great experience to meet lots of friends and become closer 
with people you hadn’t met from other schools. All the activities were very fun, I 
particularly liked the farming. I would happily go back to Kangaroobie.”

Luella Hutchinson , Year 7

Trinity College students are nurtured, inspired and challenged to be their best and to develop positive, caring 
relationships. This approach creates opportunities for authentic participation and contribution, establishes a 
culture of high expectations, and supports social and emotional skills and spiritual understanding. 

We believe that student wellbeing is central to learning, and learning is central to wellbeing. Wellbeing provides 
a foundation that allows students to develop their character, knowledge and skills.  All staff at Trinity College 
know and care for our students and encourage them to be courageous, compassionate and respectful members 
of their community.  Each student is supported in their wellbeing at school by our staff, specialist Wellbeing 
Team, and Think Resilience program, providing them with an environment that fosters sound mental health, 
builds resilience, and promotes motivation and connectedness.  



Year 9 City Experience

Year 10 Eumeralla Scout Camp

Year 8 Camp Sunnystones
The camp is designed to engage students in several 
activities that are culturally and socially enriching, 
challenging and rewarding. Camp Sunnystones is 
owned by two former school teachers who love 
the outdoors and want to share their brilliant 
50 acres. It offers activities for our students 
including archery, bush art and cooking, a treasure 
hunt, environmental walk, initiatives and low ropes 
course, beach volleyball, survival game, geocaching, 
raft building and canoeing.

As part of the Year 9 Experiential Program, students develop their resilience 
and broaden horizons by staying overnight in Melbourne.  Students are 
tasked with travelling to and from the city each day via public transport 
where they meet up to participate in a variety of activities including a 
scavenger hunt to familiarise themselves with the city environment and 
locations. 

Students participate in a three-day adventure camp in Year 10 which 
focuses on team work and skills development.  They stay at the Eumeralla 
Scout Camp in Anglesea and participate in surfing, surf kayaking, mountain 
bike riding, bush walking and obstacle course activities.  Students prepare 

for the camp in classes prior to departure, with groups responsible for 
planning and cooking their own meals whilst on camp.

Year 11 Retreat Campaspe Downs
Student retreats are some of the highlights of our College calendar 
and we look forward to this valuable and worthwhile time with our 

students.  In Year 11, students are able to spend time reflecting on 
their personal life journey to date, as well as reflecting on the place of 

spirituality in their lives.  They undertake individual and group activities, 
including discussion, reflection and outdoor physical challenges, resulting 

in a beneficial and rewarding experience for our students.

Year 12 Retreat
Year 12 students have an opportunity to reflect further on their lives as 
they enter their final year of secondary school.  Several aspects of personal 
growth and awareness are explored, including: self-esteem, relationships 
with friends, family relationships, and responsibilities.

A profound moment for students is reading a private letter from their 
parents or carers, who share personal stories, thoughts, reflections, 
memories and hopes for their child’s future.

Year 9 Beechy Rail Trail
Year 9 students participate in a two-day hike along the Beechy Rail 
Trail from Beech Forest to Colac.  It is a challenging experience that 
students can accomplish with the encouragement of their peers 
and staff, resulting in a sense of achievement they may have initially 
thought beyond them. The camp also links to their curriculum, 
allowing students to witness the industrial development of Colac, 
the importance of respectful and positive relationships, powerful 
opportunities for social and emotional development, and witnessing 
Indigenous landmarks along the track.

Camps
School

Retreats, camps and excursions are an integral part of the Trinity College curriculum and all students are expected to participate.  
The cost of all camps and retreats, with the exception of the Year 9 City Experience, are included in fees.

andRetreats

Year 7 Kangaroobie
As part of their transition program, Year 7 students attend a three-
day camp at Kangaroobie, near Princetown, early in Term 1.  The 
camp is beneficial in allowing students to get to know each other 
as they participate and challenge themselves with activities such 
as low-ropes and obstacle courses, canoeing, farm and beach 
activities, bush walks and orienteering.



Students fly to Uluru and spend twelve 
days travelling around the Red Centre 
and up to the Top End.  Students 
learn about and experience the local 
Indigenous cultures of the areas they 
visit.  Highlights include: Uluru, Alice 
Springs Reptile Centre, an astronomy 
tour, the Devils Marbles at Tennant 
Creek (home of the eggs of the Rainbow 
Serpent), Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park, 
exploring the footsteps of Indigenous 
ancestors through a cultural experience 
with the Jawoyn people, touring the 
gorges, waterfalls and ponds of Kakudu, 
viewing the local wildlife and Indigenous 
rock paintings, visiting the Royal Flying 
Doctor service, and touring local 
museums to understand and appreciate 
the magnitude of events like the WWII 
bombings in Darwin and Cyclone Tracy.

Immersion
Experiences

Year 10  
Top End Tour

Trinity College students also have the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
optional experiences and immersion programs.  Students need to apply for, or be 
involved in the area of study, for the tours and additional fees will be applicable to 
cover costs.

Students travel to Mt Hotham for five 
days of skiing and snow boarding.  As 
well as the excitement of learning new 
skills, students experience living on the 
mountain and the different ways people 
go about their daily lives in extreme 
conditions.

Year 11  
Ski Trip

To support the study of Indonesian, at 
times the College offers a language tour 
of Malaysia and Indonesia to enhance 
the language skills and awareness of the 
Indonesian culture.

Years 8/9
Language Tour

A small group of Year 12 graduates travel 
to Tanzania, Africa, to participate in a 
17-day immersion program.  Students 
visit Arusha, where the Christian 
Brothers have done extensive work to 
educate the poor and disadvantaged of 
the region through their Edmund Rice 
Sinon Secondary School and the School 
of St Jude.

Our students facilitate sport days with 
the local primary school children, 
participate in cultural immersion 
activities such as cooking and music, 
visit students at home, participate 
in practical work such as painting 
equipment or washing the school bus, 
and visit sites of cultural and historical 
significance in Arusha.  

Other experiences include a wildlife 
safari through the world-heritage 
listed Ngorongoro Crater and time 
spent planting trees at the base 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest 
mountain in Africa, in efforts to combat 
deforestation.

Year 12  
Tanzania

Family Discounts

The College offers a discount to siblings 
currently enrolled at the College.

2 children: 7.5%
3 children: 15%
4+ children: 30%

The family discount is not applicable on 
the ICT Levy portion of the fees.

ICT Levy

$350

All students commencing at Trinity will 
be issued with a College-owned device 
and an ICT Levy applied to family fee 
accounts.

CSEF

$225 (subject to change)

The Victorian Government offers a 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) payment to eligible families 
to participate in camps, sports and 
excursions.  CSEF payments will be 
made directly to schools and credited 
to fee payer accounts. 

Fees are set each year as an annual amount to cover all compulsory charges for the year.  We expect families to support the 
College and to assist with this we encourage the payment of fees on a regular basis and there are multiple payment options 
and arrangements available.  No student will be refused entry to Trinity College as a result of financial hardship. Parents are 
encouraged to speak with the Business Manager regarding any fee issues.

Fees
2022 College

Year Level School Fee ICT Levy Total Fee Weekly+ Term+

Year 7 $3,130 $350 $3,480 $84.88 $870.00

Year 8 $3,615 $350 $3,965 $96.71 $991.25

Year 9 $3,615 *$350 $3,965 $96.71 $991.25

Year 10 $3,615 $350 $3,965 $96.71 $991.25

Year 11 $3,715 $350 $4,065 $99.15 $991.25

Year 12 $3,715 *$350 $4,065 $99.15 $991.25

* Please note that students commencing at the College in Years 9 and 12 in 2022 will be issued with a College device and 
the ICT Levy of $350 will be applicable.

+ Multiple payment arrangements are available to our families.  The weekly payment itemised here is based on payments 
made over 41 weeks.  We kindly request that payments are made by term at a minimum.

All families are bound by the Trinity College Trading Terms available at www.tcc.vic.edu.au/our-college/fees/.



Students travelling home on their school bus.

Town Buses
Christians Bus Company run several 
school bus routes throughout the 
township of Colac. If you reside in 
town, we recommend contacting 
Christians to confirm the best route, 
times  and ticketing options on 
03 5231 2203.

Apollo Bay Bus
Trinity College currently runs a 
private bus service from/to Apollo 
Bay.  The availability of this bus route 
is dependent on the number of 
students requiring the service.

Families may be able to apply for the 
Conveyance Allowance to assist with 
a portion of the cost of this service.

Country Buses
Families living outside of the Colac 
township can apply to access to the 
state-run Contract Bus Services.  

If you have questions about bus 
routes to your family home, we 
recommend contacting the Bus 
Coordinator at Colac Secondary 
College on 03 5231 9800. Lak
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Travelling
to School

Trinity College provides Catholic education to families across the greater Colac-Otway region and there are multiple options 
available for travelling to school.

Cycling
Students are encouraged to cycle to 
school and can lock their bikes in the 
bike storage area provided.

Driving
Families wishing to drive their 
children to school can make use of 
the dedicated drop off bays located in 
the College car park.

Walking
Students who reside near the College 
may be able to walk to school.  There 
are school crossing supervisors at 
locations around the College to 
ensure safe access.

Conveyance Allowance
Some families may be eligible to make a Conveyance Allowance claim to contribute towards transport costs for their child/ren 
to travel to and from school.  The allowance may be available to students travelling more than 4.8km to/from Trinity College by 
public transport or private transport, and whose nearest non-government school is not serviced by a free school bus program, 
such as the country buses arranged through the Regional Bus Coordinator at Colac Secondary College.

Typically at Trinity College, parents who have children on our Apollo Bay bus, drive their children more than 4.8km to access a 
school bus, or have children travelling on the Warrion Workers Bus may be eligible to apply for the Conveyance Allowance.  

For details, conditions, and eligibility requirements, please visit https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/
policy, or contact our College Reception on 03 5233 9200.

Country Bus routes.  
NB: these routes are provided by the State Government and are subject to change.



journey
Your child’s

begins now...

We invite your family to attend our College in person to experience what we have to offer your child for yourselves.  

Families are welcome to attend the morning, afternoon or both sessions on Open Day.   
Tours will commence every 15 minutes, from 9.00-10.00am and from 3.45-6.00pm.  

Families attending in the morning will see the school in action and the afternoon session will allow for more 
interaction with staff, students and our facilities. 

We encourage families to pre-register and book in their preferred tour time to avoid disappointment.

If you are unable to attend this day, you are welcome to contact our College Registrars, Amber Sell or Nikki Williams,  
on 03 5233 9255 to make an appointment for a school tour at another time.

Scan here to register  
for a tour at our  

Open Day  
on 23 March 2022

Enquire

Submit an online 
enquiry  

https://enrol.tcc.vic.
edu.au/enquiry/ 

or scan code above

Phone or email our 
Registrar

Book a personal tour

Apply

Complete an 
online enrolment 
application form: 

https://enrol.tcc.vic.
edu.au/enrol/ 

or scan code above.

Interview

Applicants and their 
families will be 

invited to attend an 
interview.

Offer of Place

Families of 
successful applicants 

will receive an 
email offering their 

child a place at 
Trinity College.

Commencement

Families will receive 
further information 

about their 
transition to the 

College.

Students are 
welcomed and 

commence at the 
College.

Year 7 2023 
applications will 

open on Wednesday, 
23 March 2022 

through to Friday, 
29 April 2022.

Late enrolments can 
be accepted but may 
result in being wait 
listed initially if we 
have received more 

applications than our 
capacity.

Year 7 2023 
interviews will be 
held on 31 May - 

2 June 2022.

Year 7 2023 offers 
will be emailed to 
families on Friday,  

24 June 2022.  
Offers need to be 

accepted by Friday, 
15 July 2022 to 

confirm your child’s 
place.

Application
Process

Rice students at the 2022 House Swimming Carnival



Trinity College Colac
119 Hart Street 

PO Box 23 
COLAC  VIC  3260

03 5593 3255
www.tcc.vic.edu.au


