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KEEGAN  WAS  An  InSPIRATION  TO  ALL
It was with great sadness that we share of the passing of Old 
Collegian, Keegan Quinney (Class of 2015). 
Keegan was an inspiration for all who met him and was greatly 
loved by his fellow students and staff of the College. 
Keegan will long be remembered for his wonderful humour, his 
tenacity and his ability to always remain positive when the odds 
were often stacked against him. 
The 2015 Trinity College Year Book shares a response from 
Keegan to the question ‘What is your most cherished memory 
from Trinity College?’ Keegan’s response was, ‘When 35 friends 
from my year level came to visit me in the Royal Children’s Hos-
pital while in Melbourne for the Urban Camp.’ 
I consider it a privilege to have known Keegan. We offer the 
condolences of the Trinity College community to his parents, 
Sue and Greg, and his friends who he loved so dearly.   
Each day this week a candle will be lit in Reception to remem-
ber Keegan and I ask that you consider lighting a candle at 
home and offering the following prayer:
 
Loving God, 
The candle we light each day represents each and every one of 
us whose lives are touched and changed forever by the power 
of love.
It reminds us also of Jesus, the light of the world and the light 
in our darkness. Give us comfort when we mourn, especially for 
Keegan and his family; give us warmth when we are anxious; 
courage when we are afraid or suffering; patience and compas-
sion in our caring for others and generosity in our profession.
Above all, give us hope-filled hearts, so that we go about our 
work and studies this day confident and cheerful.  
Amen  
 
Dear Students, Parents and Friends of Trinity College Colac, 
Welcome the start of the 2019 Academic Year! 
Our staff and students returned last week and have started 
the year with wonderful enthusiasm. It was a great privilege 
to address our seven hundred and fifty students including one 
hundred and fifty seven Yr 7 students at our College Assembly 
on Thursday.
This is the largest cohort of Yr 7 students to start the year that 
Trinity College has ever experienced. I welcome each of these 
students and their families to Trinity. In addition, I also welcome 
the six students who have joined the College and welcome back 
the four students who experienced a ‘Student Exchange’ last 
year. 
We also welcome and welcome back a number of staff mem-
bers: Miss Elizabeth Grayland is teaching in The Humanities and 
Religious Education Key Learning Areas and leading a Year 7 

Homeroom. 
Ms Karen A Hart is teaching in The Humanities, VCAL and Eng-
lish Key Learning Areas. 
Ms Jacinta Pritchard is teaching in the Mathematics, Science 
and Religious Education Key Learning Areas. 
Mr Jeremy Barren is returning from leave as a Wellbeing Officer 
and works as part of the Wellbeing team. 
Mrs Casey Kelly is returning from leave and is teaching in the 
Mathematics and Science Key Learning Area. 
Mrs Melissa Noonan is returning from leave and is teaching in 
the Mathematics and Science Key Learning Area. 
Mrs Amanda Brown, Mrs Gayle Johnson, Miss Bernadette Hein-
ze and Mr Bryce McDonald join our staff as a Learning Support 
Officers and will work as part of the Learning Enrichment Cen-
tre staff.
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Mr James Newcombe joins our staff as 
an IT Technician. 
Miss Emma Hawker joins our staff for the 
year as the Sports Trainee. 
The College community was advised of 
those staff members who were conclud-
ing their time at Trinity College at the 
end of 2018 towards the end of last year.  
Since that time Mr Patrick McCann has 
advised that he will not be returning to 
the College. I thank and acknowledge Mr 
McCann for his contribution to the Col-
lege and wish him well for the future.  
Modern Learners
During our Assembly last Thursday, I 
shared some thoughts on the profile of a 
well educated person in the 21st century 
by Tom Vander Ark and Mary Ryerse.
Their diagram and description provides a 
snapshot of those attributes required for 
our learners.
Over the course of this year we, our stu-
dents, staff and families, must commit to 
supporting one another so that we can 
maximise the learning of each Trinity 
College student. We must each play our 
part in improving learning outcomes for 
our students and to do this we, students, 
staff and families, must continue to de-
velop trust and communication.
Communication 
There is a special partnership shared 
when educating a child.  This partnership 
involves the student, their family and the 
staff of the school.
At Trinity College we place a special em-
phasis on this partnership and believe 
that communication is key to this part-
nership.
In 2019, we continue to produce a week-
ly newsletter which will be delivered to 
the nominated email account of our fam-
ilies.
In addition, the College Newsletter will 
be emailed to the College email account 
of all our students and staff.  A small 
number of our families may prefer to 
receive a hard copy of the newsletter 
and these will be available from Student 
Reception.  Should you wish to receive a 
hard copy of the newsletter, please ask 
your son or daughter to collect one from 
Student Reception each Tuesday. Addi-
tionally, copies will be available to our 
parents at Front Reception.   
Communication will continue to be 
shared via the signage at the front of the 
College, via email, SMS (as required) and 
via our Facebook account Trinity College 
Colac. Communication via Teams and 
One Note is encouraged between our 
staff and students and email is a very 
useful means of communication be-

tween our student families and staff, as 
is a phone call. I note that our staff have 
a number of duties in the course of a 
day so it may not be possible for them 
to respond to email or phone right away, 
however they will endeavour to respond 
as time permits. Whichever means of 
communication you prefer, I encourage 
you to make contact with the relevant 
person at the College, usually the Home 
Room teacher or Year Level Coordinator 
in the first instance, should you have any 
queries concerning the education of your 
son or daughter. 
Year 7 Camp 
Our Year 7 students head to camp in the 
second half of this week and will have 
the opportunity to get to know one an-
other and a number of the staff with 
whom they will work a little better. 
Individual Portable Device (Student 
Computer) 
All students are required to have a func-
tioning individual portable device as per 
Trinity College requirements and are to 
bring the device to school each day fully 
charged.   
In the event that your daughter/son does 
not have a functioning device, please en-
sure that a warranty claim is made as 
soon as possible.  
If the device has been damaged, please 
utilise the accidental insurance cover.  
I note that all current Year 7 - 11 students 
and those Yr 12 students who have pur-
chased the school nominated device will 
have automatic accidental insurance cov-
er if the device was purchased new.   
If the device that your daughter/son is 
using is not functioning and damaged be-
yond repair, you will need to purchase a 
new device as per College specifications.   
I note that the portable device is a com-
pulsory item for each of our students and 
is not an optional item.  Please ensure 
that the device is recharged each night 
(not in a bedroom) ready to be used as 
a tool in the learning process at Trinity. 
Commencement Mass 
We will travel to St. Mary’s Parish Church 
to celebrate our Commencement Mass 
on Friday, 15th February. Our Com-

mencement Mass is a wonderful cele-
bration to begin our Academic Year and 
we will welcome our new students and 
staff, acknowledge our High Achievers of 
Yr 12 2018 and will hear from our College 
Captains regarding their hopes for the 
year at Trinity. 
College Photo Day
College photos will be taken on Tuesday, 
19th February.  Photos will be taken of 
all students and they are available for 
purchase as per the envelopes distribut-
ed to your daughter/son in homeroom 
early this week.  All students are to wear 
complete summer uniform for their pho-
tograph (no sports uniform). 
Feedback Session
All parents/guardians are invited to at-
tend the first School Community Feed-
back Session of the year on Wednesday, 
20th February at 7.00pm.  The feedback 
sessions were introduced last year and 
there are four held over the course of the 
year. Prior to the Feedback Session, there 
will be a brief meeting of the Parents and 
Friends Association.
Rather than meeting on a monthly ba-
sis, the P&F meet twice for the year: at 
the beginning of the year and at the end 
of the year. The 30-minute meeting this 
week will explore fundraising initiatives 
of the P&F, traditionally a Car Raffle and 
support that may be offered to others in 
the school community via the Food Bank.  
I look forward to meeting with you at 
these gatherings. 
Well Done 
I take this opportunity to congratulate all 
our students and staff on the way they 
have approached the start to the new 
year.
This year has seen a number of changes 
including the new structure of the day 
with five lessons and different break 
times as well as each student entering 
a new year level and experiencing new 
learning including the ‘Game Changers’ 
in our Yr 9 programme.
I encourage all to continue with this pos-
itive approach and to make the most of a 
Trinity education. 
Virtus Nobilitat 
Tim O’Farrell 

Welcome  back
students/staff Our aim is for all Trinity students to have 

a fully functioning device to assist with 
their learning. 
There are two important steps that can 
be completed at home to help keep your 
device in top shape.
1) Recharging your device ever night: Ful-
ly charging the device overnight will help 
it last the school day. 
Battery saving tips include dimming the 
screen brightness, closing apps when not 
in use, turning on battery save mode and 
changing the battery options under set-
tings.
2) Restarting your device every night: 
Computers just need a break sometimes. 
Restarting a device lets the computer re-
fresh its systems and complete any nec-
essary updates. Restarting your device is 
kind of like us getting our 8 hours sleep. 
So, as you plug your device in to recharge 
overnight, you should also restart it.
The best way to restart your device is to 

Recharge  and  restart  your  device,  every night!

go to the bottom left hand corner of your 
screen. Click on the windows icon   
Then click the power button  
Then either Restart or Shut down the de-
vice.

If you would like any further assistance 
with using the device, please visit the Re-
source Centre (located in the portables).
Luke Featherston
Resource Centre Manager

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines 
to Year 7 and 10 students. These vaccines provide protection 
against: 
• Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – 
one dose for year 7 students
• Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 
students
• Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for year 10 stu-
dents 
Parents/guardians of year 7 students have should have already 
signed and returned their consent cards and the parents/guard-
ians of 10 students should look out for the vaccine consent card 
booklet coming home from school with your child. You need to 
read the information, complete and return the card regardless 
of whether your child is being vaccinated at school.
The Colac Otway Shire immunisation service may contact you 
about the Secondary School Vaccine Program. Schools are au-
thorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to lo-
cal councils for this purpose. The Public Health and Wellbeing 
Regulations 2009 authorises secondary schools to provide their 

Secondary  School  vaccinations  in  2019
local council with student and parent/guardian contact infor-
mation for any student scheduled to receive a vaccination.
This information assists local councils to follow-up parents/
guardians of students with incomplete or missing consent 
cards. 
Contact the school by 28 February 2019 if you do not want your 
contact details given to the Colac Otway Shire immunisation 
service. 
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, 
the vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or how you can 
prepare your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au
Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding vacci-
nations for all children under 20 years of age who missed any 
scheduled vaccines, including a catch up program for Meningo-
coccal ACWY vaccine for adolescents aged 15-19 years of age 
who have not already received the vaccine in school.
If students have missed vaccines, either in childhood or adoles-
cence, and require catch-up vaccines, please contact Barbara 
Paine from the Health Protection Department at the Colac Ot-
way Shire on 5232 9429 or email inq@colacotway.vic.gov.au.

Year 11 students undertaking a VCE sub-
ject and their parents are invited to at-
tend a VCE Information Evening on Tues-
day, 12th February in the Jubilee Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm sharp. 
A presenter from the VCE Help organisa-
tion will deliver a one-hour presentation, 
aimed at both parents and students. 
This presentation will support students 
and parents as they make the transition 
from middle school to the final years of 
schooling. 
It will also be an opportunity to meet 
the Year Level Coordinator and Home-

room Teachers, in order to provide both 
students and parents with the support 
and information that they require for a 
successful journey throughout 2019. We 
hope this evening will provide some val-
uable tips as our young men and women 
strive to achieve their very best as they 
move forward. 
Year 11 students will have follow-up ses-
sions on Monday, 18th March, which will 
deal with aspects such as: Communica-
tion & teamwork, Leadership, Goals & 
Vision, Building Working Relationships.
Please feel free to contact either the 

YEAR  11  VCE  INFORMATION  EVENING

Year Level Coordinator or your child’s 
Homeroom Teacher should you have any 
queries. We wish our students a most 
successful year and we look forward to 
meeting you at our Year 11 VCE Informa-
tion Evening. 
Miss Leesa Sharkey
Year 11 Coordinator



Library   open   for  business  after   school
The school library is now open and operating from Portable 6.
Students, staff and parents are reminded that the library is open from 8:30 am to 
5:05pm Monday through to Friday.
Students are welcome to use the library during recess and lunch for study, quiet 
reading or to borrow books. Don't forget that with the library being open to 5:05pm 
it provides a great opportunity to get some study/homework completed before 
heading home. Pop in and say hi!
Library Staff

Volunteers  needed
to  help  in  canteen

Once again we are looking for your sup-
port to provide canteen services at the 
school.
If you are able to assist please contact Jo 
Carmichael for inclusion on the roster.
Further details next week.

Welcome  back  to  the  new  school  year!


