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Our Vision:   Inspired by Jesus, We Make a Difference

Trinity College
School Prayer
Loving God, 
We give thanks for the gift of life. 
May Trinity College be a community 
for learning, new discoveries and the 
pursuit of wisdom.
Grant that those who teach and those 
who learn honour your presence in 
all creation as we respect and look 
after our environment. 
May we learn from the example of 
Jesus and be open to the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  
May the virtues of faith, hope and 
love inspire us so that we make a 
difference through our kindness, 
mercy and compassion for all. Amen.
Mother of Mercy, pray for us
Live, Jesus in our hearts, for ever! 

a  term  of  growth
Dear Parents/Guardians, students and 
members of our Trinity community,
As term 3 draws to an end, we reflect on 
the many activities that occurred for our 
students in the past few months.
Our senior students were excited to 
attend their senior ball in the second 
week of the term and then had to face 
the cold reality of the final countdown to 
the end of their secondary schooling. 
This time is often very challenging for 
our Year 12 students, with many of 
them keen to start a new phase of their 
lives whilst others are concerned about 
leaving their ‘home’ of 7 years.
During the coming ‘study break’, many 
of these senior students will spend much 
time engaged in extra classes, writing 
practice examinations or attending 

various revision lectures. We thank our 
staff for providing these opportunities 
for our students to excel.
Our thoughts and blessings accompany 
these senior students as they prepare 
for their final examinations and start 
the process of applying for courses or 
undertake the many tasks required to 
enter the workforce. 
Students in the other five year levels 
also started preparing for the fast 
approaching end of year: they undertook 
the challenges of choosing subjects for 
2020.
For many, the process of subject 
selections is accompanied by various 
levels of anxieties, with students 
concerned whether their choices were 
their best options.

Early in term 4, students will receive 
a copy of their subjects for 2020 and 
will fortunately have an opportunity to 
change those choices should they so 
wish.
There have been many other learning 
opportunities for our students: highlights 
include the Year 9 Melbourne Experience, 
the Ski trip, the Top End Tour, sporting 
opportunities, subject competitions and 
excursions, Science Week celebrations, 
wellbeing presentations, social justice 
awareness and fundraising activities, 
robotics and chess tournaments, to 
name just some. 
Thanks go to our staff for providing many 
growth opportunities for our students. 
By the same token, we thank many of our
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NATIONAL TREAT: Year 8 student Zeus Shomaly 
produced this impressive flag replica cake as 
part of an Australian-themed cooking challenge.



Key Dates
• Top End Tour Sep 13-24
• Footy Fever Day Sep 20
• Term 3 Finishes Sep 20
• Term 4 Starts Oct 7
• Year 8 Camp Oct 14-18

TRINITY  COLLEGE  CALENDAR  ITEMS

A  TERM  of  growth  ends
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students for representing their school in a courteous, respectful 
and kind manner.
All these wonderful opportunities that are provided for our 
students occur in a safe and controlled environment. Quietly 
in the background, staff spend many hours arranging risk 
assessments and following compliance expectations to ensure 
that students feel supported, comfortable and safe in whatever 
activity they undertake.
Meeting such compliance requirements is often a huge task, 
with staff mindful of re-evaluating the necessary controls of all 
activities.  
As a provider of a secondary education, the main focus of our 
school must always be on providing the best learning experience 
for our students in a safe and supportive environment. To 
ensure that we meet these obligations, schools must adhere to 
various compliance regulations. 
During term 4, Trinity College Colac will be undergoing 
a compliance review with the Victorian Registration and 
Qualifications Authority (VRQA).
Every school in Victoria must be registered with the VRQA, 
which is an independent statutory authority that monitors the 
quality of education and training in Victoria. Registered schools 
need to meet minimum compliance standards, which provide 
the foundation for quality schools.
Code of Conduct
As a school, we regard these compliance audits as integral 
to good governance and we work hard to ensure we meet, 
and maintain, the standards required by VRQA. One such 
requirement is that staff, students, volunteers and parents/
guardians follow a specified Code of Conduct.
Our staff are expected to meet the standards listed in the Code 
of Conduct for the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT). Students 
follow the Code of Conduct as outlined in their College planner 
and our volunteers sign a form committing to a Code of Conduct 
for Volunteers. 
All schools are also required to have a Code of Conduct for 
Parents/Guardians. The College Board recently ratified a 
document entitled School Relationships: Code of Conduct 
Parent/Guardian, which outlines how best to ensure healthy 
and respectful communications between staff and parents/
guardians.
A copy of this document will be included in this newsletter and 
will be available on our College website. Parents/Guardians 
will need to agree to this Code of Conduct when enrolling their 
child at our school and will need to do so at the start of each 
school year.
We trust that all these Codes of Conduct for staff, students, 

volunteers and parents/guardians will continue to provide 
a framework for a harmonious working environment for all 
within our community.
Thank You
On a personal note, I wish to thank Father Michael, the 
College Board, staff, students and parents for their ongoing 
encouragement and support during my tenure as Acting 
Principal for term 3.
In particular, I thank Leanne Eastman (Director of Students ) and 
Libby Ryan (Director of Learning) who took on the additional 
roles of Acting Deputy Principal.
We are all looking forward to welcoming our new Principal, Mr 
Paul Clohesy and his family to our Trinity community, at the 
start of next term.
Our prayer for all in our community is:
Lord:
We give thanks for the opportunities to do good that we have 
been presented with this term.
We give thanks that you have done good in us and through us.
Be with us as we spend our time with our family and friends.
Keep us safe, give us good rest and great fun.
Bring us back refreshed and ready to engage with all that next 
term brings.   Amen.
Virtus Nobilitat!
Cheryl Pefanis
Acting Principal



Trinity College
Vision/Mission
Our Vision

Inspired by Jesus, 
We Make a 
Difference

Our Mission
To make a difference through:
• Nurturing respectful and  
 safe relationships in a   
 Christian environment
• Challenging all to be   
 creative and passionate  
 learners 
• Inspiring a sense of justice,  
 compassion, empathy,   
 curiosity and resilience

Our Core Values
We value our Catholic Ethos: We 
celebrate our Catholic tradition in 
word and action

We value our Community: We offer 
a genuine welcome, kindness and 
responsibility for all

We value our Learning: We cultivate 
a love of learning and a thirst for 
knowledge and understanding

We value Social Justice: We act 
with hope and love to bring about a 
socially just world

Council has advised schools of their 
program to relocate the Flying Foxes out 
of the Botanic Gardens.
About 100 Flying Foxes remain in the 
gardens, well down on the thousands we 
saw earlier in the year.
This relocation will happen throughout 
September and residents are advised not 
to touch Flying Foxes should they appear 
on your property.
The Flying Foxes will be monitored and if 
they settle in unsuitable areas they will 
be moved again.
Please contact Council if you notice Flying 
Foxes settling in other areas of Colac.

Flying  Foxes
on  the  move

AKD Softwoods, together with Colac 
Secondary College and Trinity College, 
are offering a select number of students, 
teachers and upcoming leaders of AKD 
an opportunity to trek Kokoda in June 
2020.  
This program is aimed at developing 
high potential individuals for the future, 
promoting self-sacrifice, resilience, team 
work and a sense of community.
This will be a challenging and rewarding 
trip of a lifetime, walking in the footsteps 
of our Australian Heroes and trekking the 
iconic Kokoda Track.
Expressions of interest are called from 
students currently in Year 10 from Colac 
SecondaryCollege and from Trinity 
College Colac.
A panel consisting of representatives 
from AKD and the two secondary schools 

KOKODA  TREK  2020
will select students based upon: 
• Key selection criteria;
• Responses to four key questions;
• A demonstrated commitment to 

learning;
• Local community involvement;
• Commitment to meet all training 

requirements
Brochures have been handed out to Year 
10 students and emailed out as well due 
to several students being away on the 
Top End Tour.
An information night is being held on 
October 9 for interested students and 
parents to gain more information on 
what is involved.
2019 was the inaugural trip to Kokoda 
and involved six students and one staff 
member from both schools, along with 
staff from AKD.



Our aim is for all Trinity students to have a fully functioning device to assist with 
their learning. 
There are two important steps that can be completed at home to help keep 
your device in top shape.
1) Recharging your device ever night: Fully charging the device overnight will 
help it last the school day. 
2) Restarting your device every night: Computers just need a break sometimes. 
Restarting a device lets the computer refresh its systems and complete any nec-
essary updates. Restarting your device is kind of like getting our 8 hours sleep.

Recharge  and  restart  your  device,  every night!

This year we are pleased to introduce a new celebration for our 
Graduating Class of 2019.
Over the past number of years, there has been a growing sense 
that there is a need for a fitting farewell to our Year 12 students 
from our student body as a whole. We have thus decided to 
introduce a Farewell Mass for our Year 12 students at which our 
current cohort of students can acknowledge the contributions 
our Year 12 students have made to Trinity College and to 
wish our senior students well as they embark on their future 
pathways. 
A College Mass will be thus be held at St Mary’s Church on 
Monday, 21st October, which will focus on acknowledging 
the Year 12 students and blessing them for their future. After 
the Mass, there will be a farewell afternoon tea in the Church 
Gathering space for Year 12 students and their families. A letter 
detailing more information will be sent to parents/guardians of 
Year 12 students.
All students will be bussed to St Mary’s for this Mass. Students in 
Years 7 to 11 will return to school to catch their usual transport 
home. Year 12 students will be dismissed from the Church on 
this day as they will enjoy an afternoon tea with their relatives.  
 Graduation Ceremony for our Year 12 students

Grad  Mass  and  Year  12  functions
Our graduation ceremony will be held on Thursday, 21st 
November, as listed on our College calendar.  
The ceremony will commence at St Mary’s Church for a 
Prayer Service and will be followed by the presentation of 
our graduating students. The service will begin at 5:45, with 
students required at St Mary’s Church for their formal year 
level photo at 5:15.  Family members are welcome to attend 
the Prayer Service and Ceremony at the Church.
After the Church service, students and their guests will adjourn 
to the College hall for the Graduation Dinner, which includes a 
three-course meal. Each Year 12 student may purchase three 
tickets for the Graduation Dinner (1 ticket for the student and 
2 tickets allocated for Parents/Guardians.) Each Graduation 
ticket will cost $45 and the purchase of tickets will be available 
through the website ‘TryBooking’.
As requested by the majority of Year 12 students, the dress code 
for the graduating students is Formal, which will include black 
suits for boys and white dresses for girls. Year 12 students will 
choose a tie colour for the boys, with the tie hired or purchased 
from Ray Croft.
We look forward to celebrating the Graduation of our Year 12 
students at these two wonderful occasions. 

FOOTY FEVER: Trinity will celebrate end of term with a casual clothes Footy Fever day on Friday. Students should come to school 
in their favourite team’s colours. The Year 7 students will challenge the Year 12 girls to a game of footy on the oval and there 
will be activites to join in and hot dogs for sale on the day. Students are asked to donate a gold coin on the day with proceeds 
supporting schools in Tanzania.



HAVING FUN TOGETHER: Our senior students arranged a massive Conga line today to reinforce the fact that ‘we’re all in this 
together’ on the back of a strong focus on respect this term. Students and teachers joined in for a bit of fun in the sun at 
lunchtime. You can find a short video of the activity on our Facebook page.

Through prayer we acquire, over time, a 
profound sense of God’s presence in our 
lives. We pray as a school community 
often, beginning with Home Room prayer 
each day. Our Trinity College School 
prayer developed out of a desire to 
share a common prayer which captures 
something of “who we are” as a Catholic 
school community and to help us all 
deepen the habit of praying together.    
“Ask and you will receive; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks, 
receives; and the one who seeks, finds 
and to the one who knocks, the door will 
be opened.”
That is pretty good news but the 
challenge is to believe it, to believe God’s 
promise. That takes the gift of faith – to 
actually believe what Jesus’ says and to 
hope in his promise. If we don’t believe 
it we cannot have that hope and will not 
be motivated to pray. People don’t pray 
because they don’t believe and so they 
don’t hope. 
The more we pray the more content and 
happier we become. We are less anxious 
and are filled with a greater peace of 
mind and heart. Through prayer we 
come to know and understand ourselves 

recognising  The  Value  of  Prayer

more and we come to know God more 
intimately. We begin, through prayer, to 
see the hand of God in our daily lives, we 
begin to see He loves us, personally. That 
makes life so much more meaningful.  
Prayer has to be a habit so that we build 
up our “interior” life. As such, we are 
carried along by God just like a baby 
in a car seat. We are carried by Divine 
Providence and we begin to realise it 
more and more.  If we don’t invest in 
this habit we just have an exterior life 
which can become anxious, restless, 
shallow, leading to constant distractions, 
selfishness and greed – a sort of 
interior “white noise” situation.  We 
try to “secure” our happiness through 
possessing.
When things don’t go our way we 
become angry, impatient, irritated and 
we lose our peace of mind. If we are not 
in the habit of prayer, we open ourselves 

to deception – which is so incredibly 
subtle. We begin to believe that we 
can control our lives totally. That is just 
impossible. 
When we allow ourselves to enter into 
prayer, we enter into the deepest part 
of our being. In doing so life becomes 
richer, less anxious, more tolerable. We 
are given a new set of eyes to see the 
world. We begin to see beauty, to see 
other people from God’s point of view, 
to see ourselves as beloved and we feel 
better about ourselves. To abide, silently, 
in the love of another is a very powerful, 
enriching experience. When we know 
the presence of God, as a result of the 
habit of prayer, we are not lonely even 
when we are alone. True peace comes 
from within and that inner relationship 
fosters such peace. 
Anne Hughes
Director of Faith and Mission

The more we pray the more content 
and happier we become. We are 
less anxious and are filled with a 
greater peace of mind and heart.



60 students from Year 7 to 12 recently 
travelled to Ballarat to compete in the 
Netball Victoria School Championships.
All teams played in a round robin playing 
at least 6 games comprising of 2 seven 
minute halves against schools across 
South Western Victoria. 
Our Year 7 team played well considering 
they were in the Junior Secondary girls 
Competition, only dropping the one 
game against our Year 8 girls who went 
on to win the day and make it through to 
the Netball Victoria Finals.
Best players for the Year 7 girls were 
Briea McLachlan, Maggie Hart and Abby 
Hay. Best Players for the Year 8 girls were 
Chloe Hay, Aanliya Cheeron Benoy and 
Leah Perkins. 
We had 2 Intermediate teams compete 
on the day, our Intermediate A team won 
4 games of their 7 games to finish 3rd for 
the day. Our Intermediate B girls won 1 
game but lost most of the others by less 
than 3 goals.
Both teams were very competitive on the 
day. Best players for the Intermediate A 
team were Ava Cuolahan, Grace Garner 
and Ebony Miraglia. Best players for the 
Intermediate B team were Savannah 
Jenkins, Ebony Higgins and Tara Garner.
Our senior girls finished 3rd in their pool 
only losing 2 games for the day against 
Melton Secondary College by 1 goal and 
by 5 goals against Ballarat Clarendon 

TEAMS  CONTEST  Regional  netball  championships

College.
Their other games for the day were won 
quite convincingly. Best players for the 
Senior girls were Eliza Cahill, Lily Eldridge 
and Kate Lang.
This is the first year we have entered a 
boys team into the competition, playing 
against Ballart Clarendon and Seda 
College.
The senior boys needed to finish top to 

progress to the Netball Victoria Finals. It 
all came down to their last game against 
Ballarat Clarendon after drawing to them 
in the first round.
The boys played well, impressing 
everyone with their skill level to win 
their final game by 4 goals. Along with 
the Year 8 girls, they also progressed to 
the Netball Victoria Finals at the State 
Netball Hockey Centre. 

Y8 Girls and Senior Boys through to State Finals

MEDIA NIGHT OCTOBER 17   Save the Date



Trinity College soccer players have recently taken to the pitch to 
contest the School Sport Victoria State Soccer Finals at Darebin 
International Sports Centre. 
On Wednesday 4th September, the Intermediate Boys team got 
their campaign off to the best possible start with skipper Oaklee 
Balboni scoring in just the second minute of their opening 
match against Lavalla College of Traralgon. Oaklee added a 
second goal right on half time as Trinity trailed 3-2. That half 
proved to be a highlight for the day as the team were beaten 
5-2 in that game, followed by defeats to Notre Dame College 
and Frankston High School with several opponents playing their 
club football for top tier teams across Victoria.
The boys were strongly committed to training in the lead up to 
the finals and were rewarded for playing some good football 
with Will Roberts scoring a goal in the last match against 
Frankston.
The Junior Girls team travelled to Darebin on Tuesday 10th 
September and also faced the challenge of competing against 
vastly more experienced soccer players. The girls were forced to 
staunchly defend for large parts of the day, with the defensive 
group constantly repelling attacks and goal keeper Stella Rice 

SSV  State  Soccer  Finals  at  Darebin 
making scores of saves throughout the day. While an elusive 
goal evaded the team, the highlight was holding eventual 
group winner Frankston HS scoreless until mid way through 
the second half of their final match. It was also great to see 
the team constantly develop their understanding of the tactics 
involved in the game.
Congratulations to all students who participated in the State 
Finals. They have experienced success in winning the Greater 
Western region finals and have handled themselves with 
distinction against a high level of competition in the state finals. 
Once again, thanks to Darren Balboni for the time and expertise 
he has given to the soccer program this year. 
State Final Results:
Intermediate Boys
Lavalla College 5 def TCC 2
Notre Dame College 6 def TCC 0
Frankston HS 8 def TCC 1
Junior Girls
Wonthaggi SC 4 def TCC 0
Victory Lutheran College 11 def TCC 0
Frankston HS 3 def TCC 0

On Thursday the 5th of September we took 
6 basketball teams, two year 7 girls teams, 
a year 7 boys ,two year 8 girls teams and 
a year 8 boys team. They competed in the 
Coastal division basketball competition. All of 
our teams won their games comfortably. We 
will now complete in the Greater Western 
Championships which will be held in Ballarat 
on Friday the 1st of November. 

Basketball














