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Inside:   Indigenous Week for our Year 8’s

Trinity College
School Prayer
Loving God, 
We give thanks for the 
gift of life. 
May Trinity College be a 
community for learning, 
new discoveries and the 
pursuit of wisdom.
Grant that those who 
teach and those who 
learn honour your 
presence in all creation 
as we respect and look 
after our environment. 
May we learn from the 
example of Jesus and be 
open to the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  
May the virtues of faith, 
hope and love inspire 
us so that we make a 
difference through our 
kindness, mercy and 
compassion for all. 
Amen.

Mother of Mercy, pray 
for us
Live, Jesus in our hearts, 
for ever! 

a  new  beginning
Dear Families and members of the Trinity community,
Welcome to term 4. I hope that all our students and their 
families enjoyed the holidays and that the students are 
returning refreshed and ready for another busy term. For many 
of our senior students a large proportion of the holidays was 
most likely spent attending extra classes at school or working 
hard at home in preparation for the upcoming examinations. 
To this end I would like to thank all the staff who spent their 
holidays helping prepare the students by running holiday 
classes or correcting practice examinations.

As the Year 12 students look forward to the end of their formal 
schooling, I am looking forward to the beginning of my time as 
Principal of Trinity College. I feel very privileged to have been 
appointed as Principal of the school and cannot wait to get to 
know the students, families and staff over the next 10 weeks.
My initial feelings about Trinity and the broader Colac 
community have been extremely positive. I attended Mass at 
St Mary’s last Sunday and was overwhelmed by the welcome I 
was given by Fr Michael and the parishioners.
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Key Dates
• Kokoda Info Night Tonight 7.30pm
• Year 8 Camp Oct 14-18
• Top End Tour Meeting Oct 16
• Y12 Final Day Oct 23
• VCE Exams Commence Oct 30

TRINITY  COLLEGE  CALENDAR  ITEMS

a  new  beginning  in  colac
From Page 1
At Mass I was presented with a number of books on the history 
of the school, the Parish and the Colac area and am looking 
forward to finding out so much more about the town and 
school. I have felt the same sense of welcome from the staff 
and students at the College. 
In terms of my own journey in Catholic education I come to 
Trinity after spending almost four years as Principal of Mt St 
Patrick College in Murwillumbah. Murwillumbah is a country 
town in northern NSW geographically situated approximately 
half way between Coolangatta and Byron Bay. The school has a 
student population of approximately 800 and a staff of around 
100. Prior to my appointment at Mt St Patrick College I spent 7 
years as Deputy Principal of St Joseph’s College Geelong after 
moving from Monivae College in Hamilton where I was Director 
of Students for 2 years. I began my teaching in Melbourne 
with the majority of my time there being at Salesian College in 
Chadstone.
I am passionate about the holistic education that Catholic 
schools provide.
I know that Trinity College has been well resourced and that the 
people involved in the school are passionate about ensuring it 
continues to grow and develop into the future.
I would like to acknowledge the work of the College Board, the 
Finance Council, Fr Michael and the Parish along with the staff 
and parents for their hard work ensuring this school has such a 
good reputation in the community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Cheryl Pefanis 
for stepping in as Acting Principal throughout term 3 and to Mrs 
Libby Ryan and Mrs Leanne Eastman for their work as Acting 
Deputy Principals during that time. Their work allowed me to 

finalise my commitments in NSW and has made my transition 
into Trinity a lot easier.
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to Tim O’Farrell for his service 
as Principal of Trinity College since 2010 and wish him every 
success with the next phase of his journey which I hope stays in 
Catholic education.
Paul Clohesy
Principal

AKD Softwoods, together with Colac 
Secondary College and Trinity College, 
are offering a select number of students, 
teachers and upcoming leaders of AKD 
an opportunity to trek Kokoda in June 
2020.  
This program is aimed at developing 
high potential individuals for the future, 
promoting self-sacrifice, resilience, team 
work and a sense of community.
This will be a challenging and rewarding 
trip of a lifetime, walking in the footsteps 
of our Australian Heroes and trekking the 

iconic Kokoda Track.
Expressions of interest are called from 
students currently in Year 10 from Colac 
Secondary College and from Trinity 
College Colac.
A panel consisting of representatives 
from AKD and the two secondary schools 
will select students based upon: 
• Key selection criteria;
• Responses to four key questions;
• A demonstrated commitment to 

learning;
• Local community involvement;

• Commitment to meet all training 
requirements

Brochures have been handed out to Year 
10 students and emailed out as well due 
to several students being away on the 
Top End Tour. An information night is 
being held tonight in the Jubilee Centre 
at 7.30pm for interested students and 
parents to gain more information.
2019 was the inaugural trip to Kokoda 
and involved six students and one staff 
member from both schools, along with 
staff from AKD.

Kokoda  Trek  info  night  tonight  for  current  Year  10's



Year 8
Indigenous
Week
This week all Year 8 students are 
participating in a week-long Indigenous 
Immersion program (Narragunnawali).
Throughout the week, students will be 
engaged in a number of activities from 
traditional games, to hip hop dance, 
cooking, painting, weaving, and learning 
about traditional way of life. 
On Friday, I would like to offer an 
invitation to you as parents/guardians, 
to come and view the research and work 
that students have completed. We will 
meet in the Jubilee Centre at 12:00pm or 
1:00pm.
You do not need to book a seat but if you 
have a spare hour we would appreciate 
your company. 
The following week is our camp to Bimbi 
Park. Please ensure that all forms have 
been signed/completed.
Natalie Holt
Year 8 Coordinator



Our aim is for all Trinity students to have a fully functioning device to assist with 
their learning. 
There are two important steps that can be completed at home to help keep 
your device in top shape.
1) Recharging your device ever night: Fully charging the device overnight will 
help it last the school day. 
2) Restarting your device every night: Computers just need a break sometimes. 
Restarting a device lets the computer refresh its systems and complete any nec-
essary updates. Restarting your device is kind of like getting our 8 hours sleep.

Recharge  and  restart  your  device,  every night!

This year we are pleased to introduce a new celebration for our 
Graduating Class of 2019.
Over the past number of years, there has been a growing sense 
that there is a need for a fitting farewell to our Year 12 students 
from our student body as a whole. We have thus decided to 
introduce a Farewell Mass for our Year 12 students at which our 
current cohort of students can acknowledge the contributions 
our Year 12 students have made to Trinity College and to 
wish our senior students well as they embark on their future 
pathways. 
A College Mass will be thus be held at St Mary’s Church on 
Monday, 21st October, which will focus on acknowledging 
the Year 12 students and blessing them for their future. After 
the Mass, there will be a farewell afternoon tea in the Church 
Gathering space for Year 12 students and their families. A letter 
detailing more information will be sent to parents/guardians of 
Year 12 students.
All students will be bussed to St Mary’s for this Mass. Students in 
Years 7 to 11 will return to school to catch their usual transport 
home. Year 12 students will be dismissed from the Church on 
this day as they will enjoy an afternoon tea with their relatives.  
 Graduation Ceremony for our Year 12 students

Grad  Mass  and  Year  12  functions
Our graduation ceremony will be held on Thursday, 21st 
November, as listed on our College calendar.  
The ceremony will commence at St Mary’s Church for a 
Prayer Service and will be followed by the presentation of 
our graduating students. The service will begin at 5:45, with 
students required at St Mary’s Church for their formal year 
level photo at 5:15.  Family members are welcome to attend 
the Prayer Service and Ceremony at the Church.
After the Church service, students and their guests will adjourn 
to the College hall for the Graduation Dinner, which includes a 
three-course meal. Each Year 12 student may purchase three 
tickets for the Graduation Dinner (1 ticket for the student and 
2 tickets allocated for Parents/Guardians.) Each Graduation 
ticket will cost $45 and the purchase of tickets is now available 
through the website ‘TryBooking’.
As requested by the majority of Year 12 students, the dress code 
for the graduating students is Formal, which will include black 
suits for boys and white dresses for girls. Year 12 students will 
choose a tie colour for the boys, with the tie hired or purchased 
from Ray Croft.
We look forward to celebrating the Graduation of our Year 12 
students at these two wonderful occasions. 

NEW LEADERS: Congratulations to our student leaders for 2020 which we announced at assembly on Tuesday. College Captains 
are Taylah Hassett and Toby Middleton. Vice Captains are Sam Butterworth and Jess Box. Prefects are Patrick Beale, Belle 
Brylow, Abbey Hayes, Lauren Markham and Elliott Roache. House Captains are Grady Murnane, Symantha Whytcross, Jack 
Barber, Eliza Cahill, Aaron Hawker and Darcy Moloney. Performing Arts Captains are Max Featherstone and Meg Nelson. The 
new leaders will be formally commissioned next week.





MEDIA NIGHT OCTOBER 17   Save the Date

There will be an information 
evening regarding Top End 
Tour 2020 on Wednesday 16th 
October in the Jubilee Centre 
at 7.30pm.  Any students 
interested in going on the trip 
need to attend with a parent 
or guardian. 
For further information or 
if you are unable to attend 
the meeting please contact 
Cate McCullagh or Naomi 
O’Loughlin.

Late last term a group of 
students from Year 7 to 
11 travelled to Ballarat to 
compete in the School Sport 
Victoria Greater Western 
Athletics.
A big congratulations to all 
the students for reaching this 
level of competition because 
they were the first place 
getters in their events at the 
Coastal Division.
Here at Greater Western 
level students must place 
1st in their event in order to 
progress to the state final.
It was great to see all 
our kids compete against 
tough competition with the 
following students placing 

receiving a medal in their 
respective events:
Sophie Morrissy
1st: Long Jump, 100m, 200m, 
Relay 
2nd: 400m  
Jess Woods
3rd: Discus  
Campbell Hall 
3rd; Relay  
Tyler Loricco
3rd; Long Jump  
William McLachlan
2nd: High Jump, Long Jump, 
200m 
Chloe Copeland 
1st: Shot Put  
3rd: Javelin  
Rani Jamieson
1st: Long Jump  Young performers will hit 

the stage in the Rice Quad 
during break one on Friday to 
create awareness about the 
topic of diversity, inclusion, 
acceptance and equality 
through music. Students have 
been signing up to be part 
of the performance. This is 
an initiative of Year 9 Project 
Based Learning students 
Madi Hall, Charlie Knight, 
Jasmine Lang and Amber 
Throckmorton. Students 
have been invited to perform 
with songs and instruments 
aligned to the theme.

Top End Tour
Meeting

Message  in
their  music

Greater  Western  Athletics
2nd: Triple Jump  
Lulu Riches
1st: Relay  
William Roberts
3rd: 100m, Relay  
Luke Frith 
2nd: High Jump 
Paige Copeland 
1st: Long Jump  
2nd: Discus, Triple Jump, 
Javelin 
3rd: High Jump  
Alexis Phillips
3rd : Discus  
Sophie Lane 
1st : Relay  
Jack Barber
1st : Long Jump  3rd : Relay  
Harriette O’Hanlon
1st : Relay 

WARM 
WELCOME:
Father Michael 
welcomed our 
new Principal 
Paul Clohesy at 
assembly this 
week.



Colac Area Health Careers Expo
On Tuesday 17th September, 30 students from Trinity College 
participated in the Colac Area Health Careers Expo.   This Expo 
was organised by Colac Area Health to give students an insight 
into all career options available within the Hospital.  Students 
were able to chat in small groups with Health Professions and 
find out as much information as they could.
Year 10 Deakin – Waurn Ponds Excursion
On Friday, 6th September our Year 10 cohort made the trip 
down the highway for the Annual Deakin University - Waurn 
Ponds Excursion.  Students participated in a Tour of the 
University where we got to see the amazing facilities Deakin 
has on offer.  We also participated in an activity with the 
Student Ambassadors where they spoke of the pathways into 
to university as well as answering questions.
Defence Force Presentation
On Monday, 2nd September personnel from the Defence Force 
visited the school and spoke with students about all things 
Defence Force.  Their presentation included what is required 
to get into the Defence Force, what journey the personnel had 
taken since leaving school and students also had an opportunity 
to ask questions, which proved to be very beneficial for all the 
students present.
Year 12 University Speakers
We have had several Universities attend school in the past few 
weeks to speak with Year 12 students about University life.  
These have been a great opportunity for students to speak with 
representatives from the universities and ask questions.
Year 12 GAP Year Presentation
On Tuesday, 10th September, Year 12 students participated in 
a GAP Year presentation.  We had Guest Speakers from AKD 
Softwoods, Australian Lamb Co, Bulla Dairy Foods, Victoria 
Group Training and Westvic Staffing Solutions.  The businesses 
gave the students a great insight to opportunities available to 
them.    This is now being followed up with visits to local facilities 
for some of our students.   We are very fortunate to have great 
businesses here in Colac with fantastic opportunities for our 
students.  I would like to thank our local businesses for working 
with our students and providing opportunities to them.
Site Visit to AKD
On Thursday 19th September, several of our Year 12 students 
visited AKD to get an insight into how AKD operates.  It 
certainly was an ‘eye opener’ for all and there were plenty 
of ‘WOW’ moments.  Students were able to see first-hand 

what opportunities are available at AKD and were given the 
opportunity to ask many questions of the HR Team.
Year 12 students – looking for employment
I encourage students looking to gain employment, whether 
it be GAP Year employment, or full time/part time/casual 
employment to touch base with me to discuss your options.  
You should also keep up to date with the Colac Herald and 
register your interest with Victoria Group Training and Westvic 
Staffing Solutions.    Many opportunities become available now 
for those looking to enter the workforce. Some of these will 
be advertised, but employers also contact me directly with 
vacancies.
Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) Applications
Timely applications for tertiary study have now closed, however 
students are still able to apply for tertiary options, with a higher 
fee of $113 payable if you apply before 1st November and $148 
after this date
This is the first step in a process that spans a number of months. 
If students are still needing assistance with the VTAC process, 
please see Mr McCracken, Mrs McGlynn or myself. However, 
all the information that students require to complete this 
process is on the VTAC website and students are encouraged to 
regularly access this site: http://www.vtac.edu.au
It is important to note that some courses require students to 
undertake interviews and to present portfolios. Students need 
to develop an awareness of these requirements and begin 
preparation if this relates to courses for which they intend to 
apply. 
Scholarships
There is a plethora of scholarships available to students and 
it is suggested that students research websites of various 
institutions for details of these. Many residential colleges also 
offer scholarships.
It should also be noted that many institutions require students 
to apply for scholarships through VTAC. Information relating 
to scholarships can be found at: http://www.vtac.edu.au/
scholarships.html.  Scholarship applications through VTAC will 
close on Friday 11th October. 
A central scholarships database is available through the Good 
Universities Guide https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.
au/scholarships.  These Scholarships will have their own criteria 
and closing dates.
Julie Demasi
Careers Officer

Careers  activity  ramping  up










