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Collaborating  to  learn  in  Y9
What did you learn today?
What mistakes did you make 
that taught you something?
What did you try hard at today?
Carol Dweck

Gamechangers@TCC have started strongly and are progressing 
through the project based learning units.
In the first topic ‘Let the Games Begin’, students surveyed our 
new Year 7s then designed games to help them settle into Trin-
ity life.
The Year 9 focus was on planning, organisation and communica-
tion. There was a great variety of games for the junior students: 
Dodgeball, Scavenger Hunts, Trivia and The Amazing Race, of-
fered in Breaks 1 and 2 last week.
The Year 9 Gamechangers were then required to reflect on the 
experience and evaluate their games and their group’s prepa-
ration for a successful experience with the Year 7 students who 
signed up to participate.
This reflection involved considerable learning about their own 

personal skills, the way they worked with others to communi-
cate the task and how they met the purpose of helping Year 7 
students transition well into Trinity College.  
We are now well into the second topic where we ask students 
to evaluate ‘Whose Team are you on?’
Continued Page 2



developing  learning  styles
through  project  challenges

From Page 1
This unit is focused on creative and 
critical thinking, collaboration and 
self-awareness, English, Mathematics, 
Humanities, Health, Religious Education 
and Science.
By considering scenarios such as wheth-
er life on the moon is a viable alternative 
to earth, students are learning to un-
derstand themselves, how they work in 
particular roles, know and acknowledge 
their own strengths and identify areas 
that can be improved.
Students will develop their personal dig-
ital toolbox in preparation for the col-
laborative assignment phase which has 
a world social justice focus to finish the 
topic. The final topic will ask students to 
‘Dig Deeper’ to look at the attributes of 
inspirational people in order to incorpo-
rate these tools into their own personal 
project to complete the term. 
Students have been intentionally placed 
in a variety of learning environments and 
structures in this program – large groups 
for short instruction time, small groups 
to highlight their role as a team player 
and the contrast between self-selected 
groups and teacher selected groups.
Students are encouraged to reflect on 
the challenges these scenarios have pre-
sented for them as an individual learner.
At times, students have struggled with 
the expectations of our game changing 
program, but it is through struggle that 
we grow as learners and people.
The structured projects are providing 
great learning as we move students to-
wards a greater choice of projects in 
Term 2 with the Beechy Trek at the fore-
front.
We are excited to guide students through 
the next stage and develop the capabili-
ties of each student to be a ‘Gamechang-
er’.
Libby Ryan
Director of Learning

Year 6 students and 
their families are invited 
to att end Open Day on 
Sunday, 24th March. 

Tours will commence from the Jubilee 
Centre at 1pm, 1.20pm and 1.40pm. 
Please arrive 10 miutes prior to tours 

to register.
The school will be open unti l

approximately 3.30pm www.tcc.vic.edu.au
JOIN US AT OPEN  DAY



Our aim is for all Trinity students to have a fully functioning device to assist with 
their learning. 
There are two important steps that can be completed at home to help keep 
your device in top shape.
1) Recharging your device ever night: Fully charging the device overnight will 
help it last the school day. 
2) Restarting your device every night: Computers just need a break sometimes. 
Restarting a device lets the computer refresh its systems and complete any nec-
essary updates. Restarting your device is kind of like getting our 8 hours sleep.

Recharge  and  restart  your  device,  every night!

tanzanian  visitors  make  a  lasting
impression  on trinity  college

Last Wednesday we were fortunate to 
host a function with guests from The 
School of St Jude in Tanzania.
Gemma Sisia - the founder of the school 
- talked about the growth of the school 
from a population of 3 students to a cur-
rent poulation of 2,000 and the signifi-
cant challenges that come with that.
The school offers full scholarships to chil-
dren from some of the country’s poorest 
families and communities.
It aims to tackle poverty through educa-
tion and is in great demand as education 
is not a right in the country, but the chil-
dren have to pass regular tests to remain 
at school due to government regulations.
Gemma’s inspirational story has been 
detailed on 60 Minutes and Australian 
Story.
Godwin, a recent graduate from the 
school, also spoke of his family’s excite-
ment at him being offered a place at the 
school and immense pride in him gradu-
ating and heading on to further studies.
His gratitude for that opportunity was 
evident as he described his upbringing, 
his education and his hopes for the fu-
ture.
He has completed a gap year giving back 
to his community by teaching in a public 
school on the back of one week of teach-

er training. His classes contained up to 70 
students.
Trinity has a relationship with The School 
of St Jude through our Immersion Pro-
gram for Year 12 students, instigated by 
Daniel Rodway two years ago.
Daniel addressed the gathering to ex-
plain the formation of the Immersion 
Program, its focus on social justice, its 
successes and the confronting nature of 
young people travelling to Africa and the 
villages around the School of St Jude.
Former student Tara Morrissy was part of 
the inaugural trip and also went in 2017 
as a trainee staff member.
She spoke of the incredible bonding that 
takes place in a short time between our 
students and the African children, and of 
the hardship experienced by the families 
of Tanzania.
Planning is underway for a third Immer-
sion group to visit Tanzania late in the 
year and Gemma said she welcomed as 
many visitors as possible to help spread 
the word and improve understanding of 
the hardship faced by the communities 
where 74 per cent of children will not be 
enrolled in secondary school and 70% of 
the population lives on less than US$2 a 
day.
The function was supported by Rotari-

ans, community members and students 
and parents from Trinity - all of whom 
would have been touched by the nature 
of the presentations.
You can find out more about The School 
of St Jude at www.schoolofstjude.org or 
you will find the 60 Minutes and Austral-
ian Story features on Youtube.
Our senior students will be hosting fund-
raisers throughout the year with all mon-
ey going to programs in Tanzania. The 
fundraising does not subsidise travel for 
our students.



AFTER SCHOOL Study
Please remember the school library re-
mains open after school and is the ideal 
place for some quiet study before sports 
training, work or before you head home.
The library is open from 8.30am until 
5.05pm Monday through to Friday.
Make the most of the space to keep up 
with your homework!

A young Trinity College student was re-
cently followed home after school by a 
stranger in a car. 
We remind students to be alert to 
stranger danger on the roads.
Always report any unsafe situation to the 
police as soon as possible, as immediate 
follow-up is best practice.
Students should stay alert:
Watch out for cars that follow you.
Never hop into a car with a stranger.
Never approach strangers sitting in a car.
Should you feel unsafe:
Yell “HELP” or “I DON’T KNOW YOU” to 
get someone’s attention.
Then tell someone you trust what has 
happened.
This information has been discussed with 
our students.

Warning to
stay alert

This term parents, students and staff 
at Trinity College Colac are invited to 
participate in the Enhancing Catholic 
School Identity (ECSI) survey.
This survey research is valuable to us, 
as its purpose is to gain meaningful in-
sights.
It aims to help understanding of how 
our current Catholic identity is ex-
pressed in work and practice and where 
the school community might like to see 
it in the future.   
We are inviting all families to partici-

pate in the survey.
The survey is only available through 
their website and instructions on how 
to complete the survey are attached to 
this newsletter.
Your participation in this is voluntary. 
We appreciate parents are busy and 
value your contribution to our commu-
nity.
Please contact College Reception if you 
require further information.
Tim O’Farrell
Principal

TRINITY COLLEGE OPEN DAY – SUNDAY, 24th MARCH 2019
As in the past, our Parents and Friends will once again welcome people to the After-
noon Tea Area.  We require help in two forms:

1. Donations of cakes and slices
2. Assistance in serving tea

Please return this slip to Reception, email jdemasi@tcc.vic.edu.au or text a reply to 
Julie on 0429 331 259.  Afternoon tea will be served from the Mercy Wing, so please 
deliver your food to the Year 7 Mercy Wing on Sunday or to Reception on Friday

I can donate:
□ Cake  □ Sandwiches  □ Slice
□ I can help on the day between 2.00pm – 3.30pm

Name……………………………………………………………....................................    

Phone Number………………………………………………...................................

Many thanks in advance.
P & F Committee

P&F  NeeDS  YOUR  SUPPORT

Careers  News
YEAR 12 TERTIARY INFORMTAION SES-
SION (TIS)
Our Year 12 cohort will be attending the 
Tertiary Information Session (TIS) on 
Thursday, 28th March at COPACC.
This session is a travelling roadshow that 
provides students with information from 
Victorian Universities, TAFE Providers 
and Independent Colleges that will help 
students prepare for tertiary studies and 
future careers.  Further information will 
be sent via PAM in the coming days.

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM

This will take place in the last week of 
Term 2 from Monday, 24th June until Fri-
day, 28th June 2019.  Information packs 
were given to students at the Year 10 
Information Evening.  Students should 
now be considering their placement and 
organising this with employers.  Students 
and Parents/Guardians are welcome 
to see me to discuss the work experi-
ence program.  I can be contacted on 
52339237 or jdemasi@tcc.vic.edu.au.
Julie Demasi
Careers Officer

Weekly Careers News can be found at the end of this newsletter. It covers off on the 
following items:
• The University of Melbourne – George Hansen Scholarship (now open)
• Australia National University – Tuckwell Scholarship (open now) 
• RMIT Trades Tours
• Victoria Polytechnic Trade Tours
• Webinar – Steps to an Australian apprenticeship
• RMIT Apprenticeships and Traineeships Facebook site
• Flight attendant – 12-month Cabin Crew in the Air Force (now open)
• Flight attendant training at William Angliss
• Focus on the Bachelor of Science
• Musculoskeletal Occupations (physiotherapy, osteopathy, chiropractic, myo 
 therapy, podiatry)
• Work experience at the Australian Defence Force
• Work experience directory for secondary students
• Interesting career articles
• Australian Defence Force Gap Year Program – now open
• Australia National University – applications now open
• TAFE to university pathways
• Get a head start on searching for university scholarships
• International Studies at Monash University
• Dates for your diary

Weekly  alerts  for  careers  information

School  identity  survey  request



Y11  Leadership 
Skills  Day

On Monday, 18th March YLEAD will run 
the Year 11 Leadership Skills Day.
YLEAD states “Our engaging and interac-
tive programs, develop the leader within, 
demonstrating that everyone can make 
a positive contribution to their school 
community.”
The YLEAD team will explore:
• Communication & teamwork 
• Leadership is action
• Goals & Vision
• Building Working Relationships
• Using passions and strengths to  
 influence others
• Unlocking potential (individual  
 & group)
Students are asked to wear their sports 
uniform for this interactive program.
Year 11 Homeroom will be at the usual 
time. 
Students will then work in the Hall for 
the rest of the day.
We look forward to welcoming the YLEAD 
team to Trinity College.
Leesa Sharkey
Yr 11 Coordinator

Catholic Education have alerted us to a potential danger circulating in YouTube clips. 
Some of you may already be aware of current news articles regarding the Momo chal-
lenge which encourages children to self-harm. This Momo challenge is embedded in-
side YouTube videos, which makes them very difficult to detect and can bypass the 
safety filters you may have in place. 
Please ensure your child is using the internet safely: we recommend student usage in 
a shared space where supervision is possible. 
As always, any wellbeing assistance for your child needs to be directed to our Well-
being Team. 
The following tips might be used to initiate a discussion of online safety with your 
child.

Discuss online safety

Can  you  assist
with  Food  Bank?
As you may be aware at times through-
out the year, some families of our school 
are in need of help for one reason or an-
other.
One way our school helps these families 
is offering a meal or two.
We are calling on families who may be 
able to assist in preparing a meal for a 
family in need. If you could help that 
would be fantastic.
If you think you may be able to assist 
when needed please email cgrist@tcc.
vic.edu.au
Thank you.
Caroline Grist
Foodbank Coordinator

FUN IN THE SUN: Our Year 10 students have been out exploring the coastline at 
Anglesea this week. Activities included sea kayaking (above), mountain bike riding, 
bush walking, surfing and high ropes courses.



This week as part of our Ash Wednesday 
Services, Trinity launched our fundraising 
and awareness-raising efforts for Project 
Compassion 2019.
For the remainder of the term Trinity, 
alongside the wider Catholic community, 
will celebrate the Lenten season and in 
doing so, work to become better people 
ourselves and work for a better world.
Over this time we will introduce and fol-
low the different feature stories and sub-
themes of this year’s Project Compassion 
campaign, which is overarchingly based 
on the idea that ‘Lives change when we 
all give 100%’.
“I hope we are all able to recognise just 
how lucky we are and that there are 
many people out there doing it much 
tougher than we are. From the stories of 
Michaela from the Northern Territory to 
Thandolwayo from Zimbabwe, I hope we 
can all realise that every single one of us 
can make change.” – Stella Harrington, 
Year 12.
There are a variety of fundraising events 
planned in support of Project Compas-
sion, providing opportunities for staff 
and students to give generously to those 
in need.
Donations do not need to be much; any 
spare change will be greatly appreciated. 
But important also is the chance for our 
students to act to come together in sol-
idarity with the world’s poor to uphold 
dignity and work for a more just society.
“Project Compassion is a great active and 
hands on initiative to raise awareness to 
help end poverty and promote justice in 
the Lenten calendar. It provides an op-
portunity for all individuals to become 
involved, whether it’s through donations 
or awareness raising activities.” – Tilly 
Lang-Ashworth, Year 12.
Parents can learn more about this year’s 
Project Compassion campaign and fol-
low along with the weekly feature stories 
through the Caritas website https://lent.

Project   Compassion   launch  2019

caritas.org.au/
“The future does have a name ... and its 
name is hope.” - Pope Francis
Week 1: 100% Determination 
Thandolwayo from Zimbabwe

Life in her village in north-western Zim-
babwe wasn’t easy for twelve-year-old 
Thandolwayo. 
Her father left several years ago and her 
mother lives in a town 90 kilometres 
away where she works as a casual la-
bourer.
Thandolwayo lives with her grandpar-
ents and attends the local school which 
has just 35 students. 
Every morning she’d walk seven kilo-
metres and risk being attacked by croco-
diles as she collected clean water for her 
family. She’d then go to school feeling 
exhausted. 
Thandolwayo’s grandparents sell pearl 
millet bran to fishermen and farmers for 
animal feed. They also sell chickens - but 
the income it brings isn’t enough to sup-
port the family. 
Thandolwayo’s hope to be a nurse 
seemed almost impossible to realise, un-
til Caritas Hwange helped the village to 
install two solar-powered pumps to draw 
the water up from the river, as well as 
two 10,000 litre storage tanks. 
Thanks to Caritas’ support, water is now 
on tap in the village, benefitting its 500 
residents and Thandolwayo can concen-
trate on her education. 
“Now I can bathe every day, the distance 
to collect water for the family has been 
drastically reduced,” Thandolwayo says. 
“We now drink clean, safe water and dis-
eases are no longer affecting us.” 
The plentiful water supply has also trig-
gered new ventures. Water is being used 
to mould bricks for building houses and 
to pound maize to sell. Plans are under-
way to establish a community garden and 
a fish pond, to generate a better income. 

Sarah Glennen
Social Justice Coordinator



We would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate our Year 12 students on a 
fantastic start to the year. Most students appear to be focussed on their studies and 
are taking many opportunities to demonstrate their leadership of their students. We 
were exceptionally proud to watch them build an inclusive school spirit at the Com-
mencement Mass and at the House Swimming Sports. 
The 2019 academic year is well underway for our Year 12 students and many are al-
ready sitting assessment tasks. We are impressed by the dedication our students have 
shown to their studies this year, with many students using the library after school and 
recall for extra study.
As it has been a very busy start for us this year, we wish to use this opportunity in the 
newsletter to outline key information for all year 12 families.
1. The Year 12 Parent Information Evening will be held on the 18th March at 
7:00 in the Jubilee Centre. A guest speaker will present a range of skills that may as-
sist parents to, in turn, help their children to cope with the demands of what is quite 
a demanding year. The evening is for parents only, as the same presenter will have 
worked with our Year 12 students for the entirety of that same day on topics such as 
Goal Setting, Time Management and Study Skills.
2. Concerns about student progress: as mentioned earlier, most students have 
undertaken their first SAC for their Year 12 course. If you have any concerns in regard 
to student progress, please feel free to contact your child’s subject teacher. 
3. Yr 12 Retreat: after feedback from the community, we are hosting our re-
treats earlier this year. As communicated with parents, the Yr 12 retreat will be held 
the first two days of term 2. Ms Hughes, our Director of Faith and Mission, has com-
municated details about the retreat to staff and students. Parents are reminded to 
complete the consent form on PAM. 
4. The 2019 Senior Curriculum Handbook was distributed to all Year 11 students 
last year when students were making their subject selections. This booklet contains a 
vast array of important material which is acutely relevant to the day-to-day operations 
of Year 12. Please take the time to familiarise yourself with the material. Of note is the 
process for rescheduling an assessment task. 
5. Please note that a sheet outlining the proposed SAC dates in each subject 
has been distributed to each student and has been posted in the Yr 12 students’ team. 
This guide to proposed SAC dates can be extremely helpful for students and parents 
alike.
We are impressed with the start that students have made to their studies this year 
and we look forward to continuing to support them throughout the year. Please feel 
free to contact us should you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing.
Angela McGlynn and Cheryl Pefanis
Year 12 Co-ordinators

All VCE assessment procedures are gov-
erned by the VCAA and, as such, it must 
be stressed that assessment conditions 
are to be equitable for all students. Dates 
for all VCE assessable work must be ad-
hered to by all students. 
An extension of time for all students in 
a class will only be given by the subject 
teacher on condition that all students are 
given adequate notice and that no one 
in the class or another class is disadvan-
taged by the change.  Rescheduling of an 
assessment task is not permitted when 
students take holidays outside of the ga-
zetted school holidays or when students 
are absent for Licence tests.
• Students who miss VCE assess-
ment tasks for holidays and licence tests 
will still be required to complete the task 
in order to gain a ‘Satisfactory’ for the 
outcome but will not receive marks to-
wards their study score. 
• Should a student choose not 
to write the rescheduled assessment, a 
‘Not Satisfactory’ grade will be awarded. 
When applying to reschedule an assess-
ment task for an individual student, the 
following process must be followed. If 
a student does not complete an assess-
ment task at the same time as the rest of 
their class, that student must:
1. Discuss the merit of any exten-
sion of the task with their YLC and sub-
ject teacher.
2. If both the subject teacher and 
the YLC are agreeable that a reschedul-
ing of the task may be possible or that 
the reasons are legitimate, the student 
must obtain a pink ‘Application: Special 
Provision for a VCE Assessment Task’ 
from the YLC.
3. The student must complete the 
form and ensure that a Medical Certif-
icate (in the case of illness) OR a letter 
from the student’s parents to the Year 
Level Coordinator (in the case of exten-
uating circumstances such as a funeral) 
is attached. Students do not need to 
provide evidence should they need to 
reschedule an assessment task due to a 
school excursion, but the paperwork still 
needs to be completed. 
4. Any student who has been 
granted an extension will write the re-
scheduled assessment task on a Monday 
after school from 3:30 to 5pm. The YLC 
will coordinate the paperwork and the 
SAC will be supervised by a staff mem-
ber. It is also imperative that students do 
not have phones or electronic devices 
with them during assessment tasks: if 
any telephone is detected, a zero will be 
awarded for the assessment task.
Please contact the relevant YLC should 
there been any queries about the re-
scheduling of an assessment task.

Year  12  Update:  VCE  Assessment  Procedures

Fantastic  start  to  the  year










