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Welcome
Welcome to the second edition of The Triune!

The Triune has been developed as a magazine for our 
alumni, the Old Collegians of St Joseph’s (1888-1979),  
Trinity College (1967-1979), St Joseph’s-Trinity (1979-
1982) and Trinity College Colac (since 1983). 

It is hoped that word of The Triune and our alumni will 
spread to other Old Collegians and that the association 
between former students, former staff members and the 
College will grow more deeply into the future.

This year we celebrate 50 years since the start of boys’ 
education, provided by the Christian Brothers, in the 
Colac district at Trinity College.  Celebrations are being 
planned for the last weekend in October and you are 
encouraged to save the 28th and 29th October as a time to 
visit your old school, to meet with other former students 
and to participate in the celebrations.  You may wish to 
organise a reunion with your former school friends at 
some stage over the weekend.   Our current students 
will begin our Jubilee Celebrations with Founders’ Day 
Celebrations on Friday 27th October when we will formally 
open the Jubilee Centre (our new Performing Arts area 
of the College which is currently under construction) and 
the Multi-purpose synthetic oval and running track (also 
currently under construction). [See image below 28-6-2017] 

It is on Founders’ Day that we also celebrate the charism 
of our founders, Catherine McAuley (Sisters of Mercy), 
Edmund Rice (Christian Brothers) and the life of our local 
parish, St Mary’s, Colac.  We look forward to our 50 year 
celebrations and will make a programme available to all in 
our alumni once details are finalised.

It is with great sadness that we shared news of the passing 
of Br Kevin Tuck in Ballarat on 3rd April.

Br Tuck was the Trinity College Foundation Principal 
between 1966 and 1969 and returned to Trinity and the 
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Celebrations are being planned for the last 
weekend in October and you are encouraged 
to save the 28th and 29th October as a time to 
visit your old school, to meet with other former 
students and to participate in the celebrations. 

Tim O’Farrell

Colac community in 1989. He shared many ministries in 
the College and wider community as principal, teacher, 
board member, photographer, keen fisherman, storyteller 
and keeper of the wisdom until he moved to Ballarat at 
the end of 2015.

Trinity College Colac, along with St Mary’s Parish, held a 
Memorial Service at St Mary’s Church to honour the life 
and work of Br Tuck on Tuesday, 9th May.  The Memorial 
Mass was very well attended and provided an opportunity 
for our students, staff, alumni and parents as well as 
members of the wider community, to gather to pray for 
and remember Br Tuck. We shall miss our highly respected 
and wonderful friend and educator, Br Tuck. May he rest 
in peace.

I thank Mary Day for compiling this edition of The Triune 
for our enjoyment and acknowledge those who have 
contributed in many ways.  Should you have a story you 
wish to share, or can provide an update on ‘where are you 
now’, which could be shared in future editions, we would 
love to hear from you.

I commend this edition of The Triune to you and trust 
that you will enjoy reading the articles and perusing the 
photos as much as I have.  

Virtus nobilitat,

Tim O’Farrell
Principal
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Des Ryan’s Story
Fifty years ago, in the year 1967, as a twelve year old I walked through the gates into Trinity 
College as a foundation student, commencing Year 8. This is my story.

My education in Colac coincided with the building of both Trinity College in 1967 and Sacred 
Heart Primary School some years earlier. Catholic Education meant it was a time of change 
for me growing up as I attended St Mary’s for my early primary years and then became an 
original student of Sacred Heart going into Grade Four when it opened. Then I experienced 
a transition to secondary school at St Joseph’s College in 1966 for Year 7 and was in a  
combined class of forty-two boys with Year 8’s. To this day I take my hat off to Sister Andrew 
for keeping us under control and actually attempting to teach us anything academic.  

Throughout my Year 7 year the word was out that the Christian Brothers were coming to 
town. Buildings started to appear on the Pound Road site and the reality hit that I was to be 
changing schools again, my fourth in eight years. I was becoming the expert on transition 
and new schools. My parents, along with the Colac Parish, were keen that a good impression 
be made and the Christian Brothers were made to feel welcome.

So commenced the history of Trinity. I vividly remember that first day in 1967 and putting on 
the uniform that included a tie, grey jacket and red hat. I thought I was getting ready to go 
to a wedding or funeral because no one in their right mind dressed to go to school looking 
like this, particularly in Colac! We all learned very quickly the significance of the uniform as 
Brother Tuck would have you in his office if you were seen anywhere in Colac and a part of 
your uniform was not being worn correctly. He had spies everywhere. Also on the uniform, 
the boys from Colac High and Tech loved ‘giving it to us’, so there was many an altercation as 
we defended the pride and honour of our new school.

Year 8 for me meant the study of Maths, English, History, Geography, Science, Sport and 
Latin and all my subjects were taught by Brother Dwyer. The curriculum lacked choice but 
that was life back in the 60’s.

To survive you needed to cope with the discipline, understand that homework took priority 
as excuses counted for little, and you made your parents proud of the work you produced. 
Chalk and talk was the regular theme of the day. The study of Latin caused me much grief 
but ‘ thank the Lord’ I wasn’t to study Latin in Year 9.

Sport was the driving force that motivated me at school in my lower and middle secondary 
years and Trinity was able to offer me opportunities to excel and represent the school. 
Brother Tuck quickly put together sport days and arranged interschool competition for 
us. I remember playing footy against Monivae College in Hamilton and St Augustine Boys’ 
home which was in Geelong. Athletic carnivals were held in Terang, Camperdown and 
Warrnambool and the use of running spikes supplied by the school made us look and feel 
like professionals as we competed.

Sport allowed me to grow and gave me a purpose. Trinity College developed the oval and 
more recreation areas for our use and most of this was achieved through parent working 
bees held on many Sundays throughout the early years of Trinity.

Finally, as Trinity only offered classes to Year 11, I again had to pack my books and move 
to the Colac High School for Year 12. However before that I eventually did get used to 
wearing that grey suit and red hat to school, the boys from the High and Tech learned to 
shut their mouths and respect us and, above all, Trinity College forged a name for itself and 
a permanent place in the Colac Community.

Terry McCrickard
resplendent in grey suit 

with maroon cap. 
The uniform described in 

Des’ story.

Des Ryan, former student 
and current staff member, 
presents his story to the 

whole school body at the 
Commencement Mass 

2017.
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Congratulations on 50 Years 
from the Sisters of Mercy

It is with joy that I congratulate Trinity College Colac on reaching its ‘golden’ milestone.  Fifty years is a significant 
record in anything and the Sisters of Mercy, who have had a long association with education in Colac, rejoice with the 
College in reaching this point.  Significant too is the fact that much of the College’s journey has been travelled in close 
collaboration with the Sisters. 

Catholic secondary education began in Colac on January 10 1888 when five Sisters of Mercy, led by Mother Agnes 
Graham, arrived in the town with a mandate to establish a school. This opened on the corner of Gellibrand and 
Calvert Streets that same year with seventeen students in the secondary school and ninety in the primary.  As the 
years progressed the enrolment at St Joseph’s grew, necessitating new buildings to accommodate boarders as well as 
day students. 

When, in 1967, the Christian Brothers opened Trinity College in Pound Road, it was a great day for the people of 
Colac who for years had been working towards providing education for boys.  From then until 1976 staff at both 
schools ensured that the young people in the district had access to an education of the highest standard.  Changes in 
the provision of education, however, meant that by the mid seventies different practices were called for.  In 1976 St 
Joseph’s College relocated to the Trinity site. There students engaged in co-instruction with the Trinity boys, all the 
while keeping their distinct name, customs and identity. Three years later the schools amalgamated under the name 
St Josephs-Trinity College.  After a period of a further three years to determine the viability of the amalgamation, the 
arrangement became permanent, with the name reverting to Trinity College. While new colours, crest and motto 
were adopted, care was taken to honour the traditions of both schools and their history was reflected in the names 
of buildings. St Joseph’s was further acknowledged in the fact that Trinity adopted as its registration number the 
original St Joseph’s number, 0495.

Many Sisters of Mercy have ministered at Trinity Colac and have wonderful memories of their time spent there. 
Others have watched with interest its growth and development.  Together we join in congratulating current Principal, 
Tim O’Farrell and the staff of the College and extend to them the traditional wish: ‘ad multos annos’. 

Dr Berenice Kerr 
Community Leader, South B

As part of Founders’ Day Celebrations in 
2013 the College acknowledged the ser-
vice provided to St Joseph’s College Colac 
by the Sisters of Mercy, from when they 
first came to Colac to open a school in 
1888, until the amalgamation with Trinity 
College in 1983.

L/R: Sr Aileen Moloney, Bishop Paul Bird, 
Sr Helen Forbes, Ms Diane Brebner, Sr 
Karon Donnellon, Dr Berenice Kerr, Sr 
Christine Taylor, Fr Michael O’Toole, Sr 
Anne Arundell, Mr Tim O’Farrell.



The Triune 5 Trinity College Colac

Vale - Br Kevin Tuck cfc
Foundation Principal

(The following is an extract from the Eulogy delivered by Br 
Bernie Adams at Br Tuck’s Requiem Mass on 7th April 2017.)

Kevin Tuck was born on 24th December 1930, the eldest 
of six children to Walter and Rita Tuck who resided in 
Warrnambool for most of their lives. In 1942, the family 
moved to Melbourne due to a transfer in his father’s work.  

At the age of 13, Kevin farewelled his family and entered 
the life of the Christian Brothers at the Juniorate in 
1944 at Strathfield in New South Wales. He entered the 
novitiate in December 1946, having completed his leaving 
certificate.  This was to be the beginning of his religious 
vocation which spanned more than seven decades. Kevin 
received the Habit on 11th February 1947, the feast of 
Our Lady of Lourdes and made his first profession in 1948.

Although Kevin left home at a young age, he often 
recounted stories of his family with great affection.  He 
had a great love for and devotion to his mother and spent 
a great deal of time with her in her final years.  He loved 
catching up with his family and shared with great pride 
what each of his family members were up to.  

After various appointments, initially at Middle Park in 
1949, then CBC St Kilda, Parade College 1953-6 Kevin 
joined the community of St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat in 
1957 and earned a reputation as a very handy coach of 
the football team, including coaching the 1st XVIII from 
1964-1966. The rowing team also enjoyed great success 
under his watch. He was the Commanding Officer of the 
Cadet Corp, the Senior Geography Master and was heavily 
involved in the supervision of boarders particularly, 
at meal times.  During his training and whilst teaching 
in schools, Kevin developed a reputation as quite the 
sportsman and word had it that he took no prisoners on 
the handball court.

In 1966, Kevin received a letter to advise that he was 
appointed to be the first Headmaster of a new school to 
be built in Colac, a school to be named Trinity College.  
In addition to his duties at St Patrick’s College, Kevin 
spent the remainder of 1966 travelling south to Colac 
and back again to Ballarat overseeing building a school in 
preparation for the first students to arrive in 1967.  Like 
most Catholic schools at this time, Trinity College was 

dependent on the support of parents and families of the 
local community.  Kevin fully appreciated the efforts of 
the folk of Colac as they carved out ovals, planted trees, 
sowed peas and donated whatever possible to open and 
maintain a school.

Kevin shared some great loves in his life, including the 
Essendon Football Club, photography and fishing.  He 
would spend hours chasing the tides at Johanna beach 
and shared his catch with local families, especially the 
Lavery family.  He loved to spend his holidays (at places 
such as Apollo Bay and Gerringong) fishing and sharing 
stories with his friends.  

The Colac community was very thankful to Kevin for the 
myriad of ways he assisted the community and was very 
sad when he left Colac at the end of 1969 to join a new 
community at Aquinas College in Ringwood. It was also at 
this time that Kevin began part-time studies for a degree.  
After two years of part-time study combined with a full 
teaching load at Aquinas College, he completed two 
full-time years of study before completing his degree at 



The Triune 6 Trinity College Colac

Monash University while living at Box Hill.

1974 saw Kevin appointed as Principal of St Joseph’s 
College, Geelong where he led the College through 
difficult times in education. 

Kevin concluded his time in Geelong at the end of 1979 
and returned to the Ballarat community of St Patrick’s 
College as Deputy Headmaster. He undertook the 
supervision of boarders and continued his passion for 
sport as Head of Senior Cricket until the end of 1982. He 
joined the Warrnambool community in 1983 as Superior 
and taught at CBC Warrnambool until the conclusion of 
the 1988 school year. It was during these years that Kevin 
was able to spend more time with and support his mother. 
She had a wonderfully manicured garden because of his 
efforts and his seconding the services of others.

In 1989, Kevin returned to his beloved Colac and joined 
the staff of Trinity College in addition to taking on the role 
of Superior within the Community.  He taught a range of 
subjects upon his return to Trinity and his former students 
from this time remember him for his friendly nature and 
his handy skills as both cook and photographer.  For 
several years, Kevin invited the Year 12 students to the 

Christian Brothers residence where he  hosted them for 
an evening meal which he fully prepared.  Old Collegians 
often comment on the impact that Br Tuck had upon 
them and always looked for his photos following any 
College events such as Year Level Socials or sporting days.  
He loved to spend time with the students in the yard and 
was always helping in the Woodwork area. In addition, 
he was a great supporter of the Trinity fishing club and 
attended each of their excursions. As one former student 
shared upon hearing the news of Kevin’s passing: ‘Trinity 
will never be the same without you. Thank you for all 
the things you’ve done for the school and students’ and, 
to paraphrase another ‘this is such sad news, but he is 
now finally with his Mum. I had so much respect for this 
amazing man and will bake his favourite quiche tonight 
for my family’.  The tributes flow freely for this much-
loved man from the Colac community.   

Kevin appreciated the support of Fr Michael O’Toole and 
would look forward to the regular first Saturday morning 
prayer sessions of each month with the clergy and 
religious of the community.  He was immersed in the life 
of the Parish of St Mary’s. Once again, he always had his 
camera on hand for major events in the Parish.

In later years, Kevin moved to Mercy Place, Colac but was 
drawn to be closer to his sister Mary and relocated to 
Ballarat to spend his final year or so in Nazareth House 
where he received expert dignified care in his final 
months.  He never lost his firm handshake and, even 
through his battle with dementia, shared some moments 
of great clarity with his trademark quick wit, humour and 
a smile.

Brother Kevin Tuck, a man who lived out his religious 
vocation with conviction: may you rest in peace in the 
knowledge that you have helped formed thousands to 
be followers of Christ in the Edmund Rice tradition. Rest 
well, our friend.
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Seeking input for a book...

Mrs Helen Paatsch, who joined the Trinity staff in 1969 
and retired  in 1993, is currently writing a book which 
hopefully will capture, not just the history, but also the 
spirit of the  College. 

Since her retirement Helen has been collecting and 
documenting  College archival material, which is held in a 
purpose-built facility at Trinity.

She writes:

Twenty-five years ago the Colac Herald ran an article 
entitled; ”Jubilee a memorable event – Hundreds 
return to mark 25 years of Trinity College”. The years 
since then have gone quickly and it’s hard to believe 

I lived in Cororooke and attended St Brendans 
for primary school and Year 7. I can’t remember 
much about the decision to open Trinity, but at 
the beginning of Year 8, we were off to Colac in 
our suits and red caps – a bit of a change from the 
past. The students came from different schools 
in the district, but given the school was small, 
we all soon knew each other and got along well.

We had Brother Dwyer as our main teacher, 
and I think the boys got along well with all the 
Brothers. They were fairly strict and the strap 
came out a bit, but they loved sport and life was 
pretty good! l also remember Br Tuck taking me 
down the street for a haircut a few times, so 
they didn’t like long hair much.

I only have positive memories of my time at 
Trinity. I am looking forward to the 50 year 

Remember the days of the old school yard...

that  this year we are celebrating the College’s fiftieth 
year.

One of the features of the Silver Jubilee celebrations 
was the presence of many former students and several 
former Principals, namely Brothers Tuck, Stewart, 
Fogarty, Barrett and Brady. Sadly,  Brothers Tuck, 
Fogarty and Stewart are no longer with us, but I am 
pleased to say that both Brothers Brady and Barrett 
seem to be in fine form. 

Each new year brings a new crop of students, and there 
are now many hundreds who have spent all or part of 
their secondary education at Trinity College. I would 
love to hear from former students who have a story 
to share –not necessarily for publication, but to help 
me build the picture and  capture the mood of Trinity 
through the years. 

The experiences and memories of former and current 
students and staff of Trinity College all provide important 
components of the image that “is” Trinity College. 

If you feel you would like to contribute ‘snapshots’ of 
your perspective during the past 50 years you are warmly 
invited to email Helen on: fhpaatsch@bigpond.com or 
phone for a ‘chat’ on 0407 881 808 or write to her C/- 
Trinity College, PO Box 23, Colac. 3250.

celebrations later in the year as it will be great to see a few of the 
“originals” again. 

Chris Malone.
See the “Where Are They Now” section at the end of this 

newsletter for a paragraph from Chris.
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Br Clem reminisces...
From 1989 to 1998, I spent ten years at Trinity College 
Colac; now, in 2017, I am in my tenth year at Edmund Rice 
Sinon Secondary School Arusha, Tanzania. That means 
I have spent two periods of ten years in two schools 
that have a number of similarities but also a number of 
disparities!

When I arrived at Trinity, I was coming from two years 
overseas on a renewal programme in Rome for six 
months and study in Boston for eighteen months with the 
opportunity for some travel during that time. I came as 
the headmaster following the times of Brs Ron Stewart 
and Gerard Brady, two men of very different vintage but 
committed to the growth of young people. I found a staff 
struggling with industrial issues and a declining enrolment 
after years of plenty!

The challenge of uniting the staff was achieved through 
the good will of all and a desire that the school continue to 
offer a quality education from Years Seven to Twelve. This 
cohesion among the staff was a significant contributor 
to the eventual turn around in enrolment – we adopted 
the slogan “we make a difference” and put it into practice 
through a number of significant developments – these are 
not in any particular order, chronological or priority, but 
show the variety of issues during those years!

• The daily bus to and from Apollo Bay enabled students 
from that place to mingle with a group of students 
spread across a wide range of abilities, interests and 
experience.

• The move of the Brothers’ community from their 
school site to Fulton Street thus enabling additional 
space for staff and eventually administration – but 
now no more. Along with this development came 
the custom of senior students visiting the Brothers’ 
community for reflection and an evening meal – I 
believe that this visiting became a highlight for the 
students and it certainly was for the brothers with 
Br Kevin Tuck the chief cook. Some students visited 
more than once and even after they had finished at 
the school.

• The development of the Robinson Centre with its 
capability of hosting all school functions and some 
significant local celebrations as well. The “rolling out” 
of the carpet for assemblies required a special skill 
but served well the purpose of maintaining the floor 

in good quality for the sporting and social activities.

• The school uniform underwent significant change 
and development with much input from parents 
and students – such changes are always ongoing. 
However one change that made a big and immediate 
difference was the adoption of the red sports shirt 
as the school colour for all local competitions – the 
students stood out and took great pride in belonging 
to Trinity College.

• Of course education was also a priority and the 
development of the unitised curriculum took much 
energy and patience to implement but, I would hope, 
it continues to be a significant part of the students’ 
experience at Trinity.

When I arrived in Arusha at Edmund Rice at the beginning 
of 2008, I was coming from five years of administration 
within the Christian Brothers in Victoria and Tasmania 
with a particular mandate to be part of the development 
of the national education body – EREA (Edmund Rice 
Education Australia) - that now oversees all the schools 
of the Christian Brothers in Australia and invites schools 
such as Trinity to associate membership and significant 
support. I came as headmaster following Br Frank O’Shea 
who had been in charge for the best part of thirteen 
years. I found a staff with a high turnover and a school 
growing rapidly as it had just added the two senior years 
– Forms Five and Six – and the demand for boarding was 
extremely high.

I spent my first four years in Arusha as headmaster and 
then moved aside so that a local brother could take over 
but stayed to be the School Registrar for the past six years.

Again there were a number of challenges which called for 
cohesion and cooperation from both staff and students 
– indeed a local recently defined my time as headmaster 
as years of trust, professionalism and involvement. 
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Here I outline some of the significant challenges and 
developments, again in no particular order but pointing 
some of the similarities and differences.

• I met with the need to understand a new language, 
Kiswahili, while emphasising the need for the students 
to learn their English well as that was the language of 
teaching and examination. It was easy to encourage 
the latter but to the detriment of the former! I still 
cannot manage any significant conversation in 
Kiswahili, a factor with which I have learnt to live.

• The brothers community has also changed residence 
away from the school and its 1 200 boarders to a 
house within a twelve minute walk. This has enabled 
the brothers to have some privacy and time away 
from the school and its demands. 

• I mentioned boarding and that has been a very 
significant difference for me – about 80% of the 
students are in boarding with a continuing demand 
for places. The miracle is that the students, with the 
support of a handful of patrons and matrons, manage 
this aspect well and show their appreciation of the 
opportunity for an education with maturity and 
strong mutual support for each other.

• Unlike a catholic school in Australia, there is no 
government support for the school and thus 
managing the finances requires strict budgeting that 
needs consistent denial of some needs that would 
be regarded as basic elsewhere! From Form One to 
Form Six, there are no textbooks for the teaching and 
learning programme thus necessitating teaching and 
learning skills that challenge teacher and student.

• The school now manages a recurrent budget which 
is funded by parent contribution – a full-time 
boarding student costs about $850AUD. All capital 
development depends upon funding from various 
NGOs from various parts of the world and only after 
significant submissions. We have managed a number 
of significant additions such as science rooms, 
computer facilities, basketball court and kitchens 

(feeding 1200 three times a day seven days a week 
has its own particular challenge!).

• Many of the families cannot afford the fees and so 
sponsorship is also a significant need – it has been one 
of my primary roles over the past ten years to maintain 
contact with the various sponsors, corporate and 
individual. I am greatly heartened by the generosity 
of so many.

• It has been very heartening for me to see and 
experience the pride that our students take in 
themselves and their school – the wearing of the 
uniform is exemplary and the willingness to be part of 
activities is marvellous as is the talent that they bring 
to the activity.

• In my move from headmaster to registrar, I took 
a number of roles with me especially those of 
enrolment and sponsorship. Thus am I able to meet 
students, parents/guardians and families and enjoy 
sharing with them their aspirations for the future for 
themselves and their country.

In conclusion, may I say that I have enjoyed all of my 
various experiences in schools over just on 60 years as a 
Christian Brother and am ever thankful for those who have 
shared the journey with me, be they teachers, students or 
parents/guardians. I came to Africa for an initial period 
of three years but am about to finish my tenth year with 
plans for a few more yet!

I am thrilled at the initiative shown by Trinity College 
in offering the opportunity to its graduating students 
to experience life in another culture as an alternative 
to other forms of celebrating the completion of 
secondary education. They will enjoy the experience 
and the challenge and maybe they will later consider an 
opportunity to volunteer in a school like Edmund Rice 
Sinon Secondary School. God bless.

Br Clem Barrett,
Principal Trinity College Colac 1989-1998.
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Memories of St Joseph’s
As a past student of St Joseph’s Colac, I have many great 
memories of my secondary school days.  We were taught 
by the Sisters of Mercy, Mother Bertina, Sr Emerita, Sr 
Romauld, Sr Andrew and Sr Bernard. We only had two lay 
teachers that I remember in my five years of Secondary 
Education.  

Most of our class also attended St Mary’s School from 
1953 to 1959. We were in very large classes at St Mary’s 
- around ninety children - but when we started our 
Secondary Education we had two Form 1’s [Year 7] with 
approx forty in each group.  One of the highlights was a trip 
to Tasmania in 1963.  Thirty students and three nuns left 
Colac by train and headed for Essendon airport.  We spent 
seven days in Tassie then boarded the Princess of Tasmania 
for our return.  I clearly remember the cost of the trip – 
£30, which included 10/- per day pocket money.  Sports 
days, annual Netball lightning premierships organised by 
Ailin Lavery, Saturday morning needlework classes with Sr 
Emerita and bus trips to St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne 
for the girls to see the nuns take their vows, while the 
boys went to the Melbourne Show!! All in all I think we 
had a very good education and, as a group, have remained 
in touch with our classmates.

We have had three very successful School Reunions.  In 
March 1981 about fifty of our class met for a Dinner, 
Mass and a pleasant Sunday lunch in the Colac Gardens. 
Many great memories were shared.  We were joined by Sr 
Romuald, Sr Francis and Sr Emerita. We had been able to 
track 107 of our class mates who had been with us during 
our school days.

L to R Back: Gary Mewha, Frances Reid, Marie Langdon, Jennifer Harty, 
Virginia King, Roslyn Condon, Joseph Lavery.
Centre: Chris O’Brien, Gerard Lavery, Chris Nicolson, Laurie Paatsch, 
John Danaher, Paul Demllo.
Front: Susan Callahan, Janice Ryan, Judith Clarke [Year 12], Annette 
Foster, Mary Casey, Jennifer Khan, Isabel Scott.

In March 1998, our second reunion was held.  Most of 
the group were turning fifty that year so we thought it 
was a good chance to get together again. This time fifty 
attended, plus three of our former teachers, and once 
again friendships and memories were rekindled.  Most 
travelled from around Victoria with three who came from 
interstate. Norman Houghton gave a humorous account 
of what it was like to attend a traditional Catholic school 
in those days. A good time was had by all.

In March 2010 again we met.  This reunion marked fifty 
years since we started our secondary education.   Again 
the committee were busy tracking past pupils.  Three 
nuns joined us for this celebration.  It was at this reunion 
dinner that Norman Houghton released his book “Excuse 
Me, Sisters Please”, depicting our Catholic Education and 
some history of St Mary’s Parish.  A great time was had 
by all, and as the group was breaking up, many expressed 
interest in another reunion.  As most of the group will be 
turning seventy this year the timing might be right!!  

I am very proud that my children Andrew, Janelle and 
Simon all attended St Mary’s and then progressed to 
Trinity College where they all received a good education.  
Now I have a granddaughter Chloe attending Trinity and 
Jayden, Thomas and Addison Russell attend St Mary’s.

When I completed Form 5 I got a position in the office at 
the Colac High School.  No computers, no eftpos, no photo 
copiers.  Cash books, adding machine, ink duplicators, 
typewriters with multiple pieces of carbon paper were 
what we used. I used to ride a bike from the High School 
to the National Bank most days to do the banking.  In 
1983 Fr John Martin employed me as Parish Secretary 
which included doing the wages, accounts and so on for 
the St Mary’s and Sacred Heart Schools.  I resigned from 
St Mary’s School in 2006, the Parish in 2008, and Sacred 
Heart in 2013. My love of Commercial Principles and 
Practice in Form 5 at St Joseph’s put me in good stead for 
the career I pursued.

Mary [Casey] Russell.
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Memories from the Amalgamation
I was a member of the teaching staff in 1979 and 1980, 
the first two years of the experimental period when St 
Joseph’s-Trinity first combined under the principalship 
and guiding hand of Brother Ron Stewart and deputy 
principal Sister Diane Brebner.  My sister was also on the 
teaching staff, so we were differentiated, especially at the 
staff room door, by what subject we mainly taught. I was 
Miss French Carroll, my sister was Miss Science Carroll. No 
first name familiarity in those days!

Back in ‘79/80’ when I was engaging with the daily 
teacher/student/staff interface,  I don’t think it ever 
occurred to me how ground-breaking this new model of 
St Joseph’s-Trinity actually was.  Reading through the 1st 
Edition of  ‘The Triune’ online, has brought out strongly 
just what a momentous undertaking was being initiated at 
that time, and it must have been a daunting and exciting 
time for anyone involved in its inspiration and planning 
along the way, including the established staff, especially 
the Brothers.     

At the end of 1980 some of us younger lay staff decided 
to move on, motivated by various reasons, a love of travel 
being mine. With the benefit of hindsight, I’m delighted 
to know that the trial venture we were privileged to take 
part in almost forty years ago, blossomed and grew year 

Miss Carroll’s  1979  7J Homeroom

after year. 

The school has matured into a fine example of what can be 
achieved through inspiration, positive planning, patience 
and an infinite supply of hard work and goodwill from 
the local community, the various parishes, lots of parents 
through the years, and of course essential co-operation 
from both State and Church educational authorities.

With best wishes
Rosaleen Donovan (nee Carroll)

See the “Where Are They Now” section at the end of this 
newsletter for a paragraph from Rosaleen.

Former Board Member Chris Quinn and his wife Therese, who are parents of former students of the Col-
lege, have undertaken to raise funds to provide the school with a brand new Grand Piano for the new 
Jubilee Centre. The new building will house a 300+ seat theatre as well as music rooms, drama rooms and 
private tutorial rooms. It will be finished and officially opened later this year. 
The fund has been kicked off with a $10,000 anonymous donation and there are now some keys avail-able 
for ‘purchase’ at a cost of $250. Already almost half of the 88 available keys have been sold.
If you would like to read more about this wonderful initiative from Chris and Therese, a page with further 
information, which includes a form for completion if purchasing a key, will be placed as a temporary link on 
the Alumni page titled “The Great Key Challenge”. Further details are also available from the College Office 
or by contacting Chris or Therese.

The Great Key Challenge 2017
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Memories of Trinity College
From the College Captains 1982
Elizabeth (Libby) Ryan and Gerard Foley
Each year at the Trinity College Commencement Mass I am touched by the 
ceremony of passing on the school banner from the College Captains to the new 
student leaders of the College. I took part in this quite some time ago and this 
simple ceremony represents the passing on of the traditions, wisdom and the 
strong sense of values which define us as ‘Old Collegians’ of Trinity College. Whilst 
our school today has a very different appearance to the Pound Rd site where we 
undertook most of our schooling, it retains the same sense of community and 
values I remember from my time as a student.

My teaching journey brought me back to these doors in 2010 after working in a 
variety of schools, and as I walked back in I felt a very strong connection to our 
school and the core values learned here. Attending St Joseph’s College from 1977 
with the Sisters of Mercy I was part of the big move to Pound Rd. and single sex 
classes in the ‘Kentucky Fried’ building. We were separated from the boys by the 
post and rail fences (over which the placing of legs was strictly banned) and then 
came the excitement of  mixed classes in Years 11 and 12 in what is now the Arts 
building: it was a time for enormous change in ourselves and our school however, 
the beliefs and values remained at the forefront.

As Gerard Foley and myself passed over the banner of the final combined St 
Joseph’s-Trinity in 1983 to the new Trinity College Captains I was very conscious of 
the history and shared values we were entrusting to the next school leaders. The 
lessons learnt back then with the Mercy nuns and Christian brothers have done a 
great deal to ground me and inspire in me a desire to work hard, be resilient, see 

Having moved from Koroit to Colac in late January 1977, 
I did not even know Trinity existed, let alone what an 
amazing Secondary School experience it would prove to 
be.

Walking into school the first few days not knowing 
anybody, was at best unnerving and at worst downright 
scary. However, within a few short weeks, friendships 
were established that continue today.

As always, memories of our school days do not revolve 
around classes in Mathematics, Science or English, but 
rather in the good times had outside of class. A Year 10 
fancy dress-up at Elliminyt Hall, ‘Kick to Kick’ at lunchtime 
and recess, staying back after school to bounce on 
the trampoline, the annual lunchtime table tennis 
competition, the Year 12 Formal, the Herald Sun Cup, 
Athletics and Swimming carnivals and Wagon Wheels as 
a treat on Friday at the tuck shop!

Up until Year 10 (as I recollect it), Trinity and St Joseph’s 
were separate entities, but in our final years of school the 

two schools merged with around 35 students graduating 
in 1982.

Famous teacher names also come flooding back – Brother 
Fogarty, Brother Stewart, Brother Virgin, Brother Ward, 
Mr O’Connor, Mr Gartland, Ms Guttridge, Mr Wayth, Mr 
Arackal, Mr Olney and Sister ‘Prissie’ (Sr Kathleen Cussen) 
as she was affectionately known. In different ways these 
teachers and many more play seminal roles in shaping 
your individual character and making you the best 
version of yourself. At the time you cannot wait to get 
out of school, but once you leave you look back at some 
of the fondest moments of your life.

As the Class of 2017 (35 years after my graduation) moves 
into the latter part of the year, enjoy every moment with 
friends, and make the most of every opportunity. Like 
me, I am sure you will look back fondly on your School 
years and still be catching up with ‘old’ friends and re-
telling the same stories for years to come.

Gerard Foley, Class of 82

the good in people and be kind 
to those in need. I am grateful 
for the education I received and 
the lessons I learnt about life and 
being part of a strong community 
at Trinity College. Each year now 
as I watch successive leaders 
receive the banner and walk with 
it, I wonder if they are aware of the 
weight of the collected knowledge 
and wisdom of all those gone 
before them. I feel proud of all 
those before us who made Trinity 
College what it is today. Thank you 
to them all.

Libby Ryan, Class of 82
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Rosanna Remembers and 
Reunion 50th Year St Joseph’s Girls
I started my secondary schooling at St Joseph’s College, 
Colac in 1967.  We were the first class to start there 
without any boys. Trinity College Colac had just opened 
for the boys from Form 1 to 4 (Year 7 to 10) and there 
were only seven boys left at St Joseph’s then.  

My Form 1 teacher was Sr Burchman and we were on 
the top floor of the college.  There were 52 students in 
our class and we came from St Mary’s, Sacred Heart and 
St Brendan’s. We were divided up and the smarter girls 
(about 10 of them) were placed in with Form 2 girls.  

Sr Burchman liked drama and we put on a lot of great 
shows while at St Joseph’s.  Form 1 was a small dance 
routine but in Form 2 we did a large production of the 
Mikado, then in Form 3 we did HMS Pinafore (which I 
missed with a very bad bout of tonsillitis).

In Form 2 we were taught by Sr Christina, who was a sweet 
gentle person and had a lot of time for all of us. She spent 
a lot of time helping the ones who were falling behind.  
(The ones that wanted to be helped!)

Reverend Mother Euphrasia, was our main teacher in 
Form 3. She was a small, but a very hard woman and very 
demanding but she kept everyone in line. We also had Sr 
Emerita.

In Form 4 we were taught by Sr Basil who was a very 
intelligent woman, especially in Maths & Science.  She 
was so intelligent that I felt she was not a great teacher.  
Sometimes the simplest ways of teaching are often the 
best.

My time at St Joseph’s was an enjoyable time with 
Basketball after school and on Saturdays. There was 
always a great rush at recess times to get onto the tennis 
courts that were near the front of the school.  Everyone 
seemed to love tennis back then.

We also had a high tin fence at the front of our school 
which most of the kids over the years had signed.  This 
fence was a great pleasure for all the students to read and 
it was a pity that our classrooms were the ones that had 
to scrub all these names off the fence as it would have 
been priceless these days to read all the names of past 
students.

I remember at lunch time we would either go over to the 
cricket ground to play or we would just sit on the ground 
in the gutter and we would sing all the current songs that 
were on the hit parade at that time.  

I was saddened to leave as I knew many of the girls I went 
to school with I would not see again.

REUNION

During the long weekend in March this year we had a class 
reunion in Barongarook. It was great as about eighteen 
of us got together and caught up with each other. It was 
wonderful to share stories and find out what we were all 
up to now and where friends are today.  Some of the girls 
now live overseas in Sth Africa, Dubai & Malaysia.  We 
are planning on having more of these reunions, not wait 
another 50 years to see other.

Rosanna Lo Ricco (Class of 1967-1970).

Majella Brown (O’Shannassy), Christine Davis (Ryan), Patricia O’Donahue, Rosanna Lo Ricco, Ann Dean-Pijpers (Dean), Marie 
Mackellin (Russell), Susan Neave (Brady), Anita Amos (Bramley), Julie Garrett (Grant), Robyn Benci (Forbes), Glenda Middle-
ton  (Mousley), Vera Jeffreys (Danaher), Colleen Inch (Shanahan), Bronwyn Foster (Spokes), Helen Topp (O’Brien), Annette 
Baxter  (McKay), Leanne Breen (Menzies).
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Reunion - 30 Years
OTHER REUNIONS PLANNED FOR 2017
10 Year (1998-2007) - Contact Gabrielle Hickman 0425 113 390

Tentatively 20th October 2017
20 Year (1988-1997) - Contact Rachael Baker (Paatsch)   

Tentatively 28th October 2017

The Class of ‘87 Reunion
“Fail or Pass we did it with Class”

On Saturday 18th March this year we held our 30 year 
reunion for the class of ‘87 which included students 
who attended together from 1982-1987. This was a 
perfect opportunity for us all to get together to fondly 
remember our time at Trinity College and rekindle the 
strong friendships forged to this very day. It was also a 
time to reflect on those who are no longer with us and 
to reminisce and share stories from our school days at 
Trinity College. It was a wonderful evening filled with 
laughter and good times.  It was very pleasing to see 

Back Row: Sandra Robinson, Craig Cuolahan, Suzie Maher, Paul Sherman, Michael Mahoney, David Martin, Shane Moloney, 
Greg Shalley, Anna Higgs, Craig Wheadon, Rob Montano.
Middle Row: Sharon Hickey, Leona Noonan, Anna Carew, Helen Humphrey, Daniela Norman, Paul Harrington, Debbie 
McNamara, Rosalie Newcombe, Paula Wheadon, Ann Cunningham.
Front Row: Carolyn Carew, Raelene Mulgrew, Lauren Smethurst, Fiona Slater, Jodie McLeod, Natalie Jones.

MEMORIAL LEAVES IN REFLECTION GARDEN

The first two leaves have been placed in the Reflection 
Garden, near the chapel.   

Families of former students or staff, of Trinity College 
or St Joseph’s College, can apply to have their 
deceased loved ones name printed on a ‘leaf’ which is 
then attached to the stone. 

The details are all available from our website http://
www.tcc.vic.edu.au/about-us/chapel-and-reflection-
garden

so many attend, with some former students travelling 
from interstate to attend the night.  The common theme 
through the night in talking to others was how lucky and 
privileged we were as students to attend Trinity College 
and have such a caring and nurturing environment given 
to us by teachers and the support staff. 

Thirty years on it’s wonderful to see our children attending 
Trinity College and even being taught and mentored by 
teachers that we were lucky enough to have when we 
were at school. 

Raelene Mulgrew (Turner).
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Sisters of MercyBuildings Now - The Mercy Wing

Recently, a well-known airline used lyrics to the song ‘Feels 
Like Home’ by Randy Newman as part of their advertising 
campaign. Upon hearing the line

‘Feels like I’m all the way back where I belong…’

I am reminded that a similar sentiment has often been 
expressed by those staff and students who have been 
fortunate enough to utilise the Mercy Wing, in particular 
those who were there from its inception.

Our Trinity theme for 2004 was ‘The Power of Mercy’ and 
it was after much discussion and consideration that the 
building was named Mercy Wing in recognition of the 
dedication of the Sisters of Mercy to Catholic Education 
in the Colac District. Of course, the Mercy story is a 
significant one in the history of our school. Catherine 
McAuley, founder of the Sisters of Mercy, together with 
Blessed Edmund Rice, is a co-founder of Trinity College. 
The Sisters of Mercy have had a strong connection with, 
and influence on, the development of Trinity College, 
especially following the amalgamation between St 
Joseph’s and Trinity which was formalized in 1982. 

‘Hurrah for new foundations…

They make the old young and the young merry’

Catherine McAuley

A significant aspect of the ceremony for The Official 
Blessing and Opening  of the building was the focus on 
Catherine McAuley’s insistence on welcome and hospitality 
for all, regardless of their situation in life. The symbol of 
a chain helped us to understand that by establishing links 

The Mercy Wing was completed in 2004. This building is used by Year 7 students. When opened it contained four 
classrooms, a gathering space and offices for the Coordinator and homeroom teachers.  Due to an increase in 
enrolments an extra classroom and toilet amenties were added. These alterations were formally blessed at the 40th 
Year celebrations in 2007.

The north side of the wing is now lanscaped and provides a play area for the designated use of Year 7 students.

with the Mercy past we can look to extend those links 
into the future.  Our good works of welcome, mercy and 
compassion are underpinned by Catherine’s ongoing 
influence in our school community and the wider world.

PRAYERS FROM THE MERCY WING OPENING

The Mercy Wing, a beautifully designed and functional 
space, has inspired and invigorated the teaching and 
learning of our youngest students as they begin their 
journey in secondary education. It promotes a tangible 
‘Welcome’ and  will provide state of the art classrooms 
for many years to come. 

‘Try to meet all with peace and ease…’ 
Catherine McAuley

Just as it was in 2004 when we celebrated the official 
opening of the building, it is still imperative that staff, 
students and their families are able to know the story of 
foundation and to make links with the tradition of the 
past whilst actively carrying out the Mercy mission in our 
world. Our prayer on that day still rings true for each of us 

We celebrate our link with Mercy when 
we feel safe, secure and at peace in our 

school environment.

We celebrate our link with Mercy 
when we feel ‘at home’ each day 

as we set foot on the soil of Trinity 
College and are welcomed by staff 

and students.
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who have experienced life at Trinity College.

‘We celebrate our link with Mercy when we are able to 
go our into our homes, our community, and the wider 

world and answer the call to be ‘Jesus’ people – to love 
one another and to respect all of God’s creation.

Each of us is invited to be a link in the chain of Mercy; 
to provide strength and stability to the tradition begun 
by Catherine McAuley and to its ongoing mission in our 

world.’

We continue to appreciate Mercy Wing which each year 
enfolds a new group of Year 7 students who quickly 
become aware of the dignity and respect  inherent 
within the privilege of having the rooms as their Year 
7 ‘Homerooms’. This knowledge extends beyond the 
physical environs as each student gradually becomes 
more aware of the ‘connections’ with the Mercy story and 
of the influence it can have on the manner in which they 
live their life.

‘The simplest and most practical lesson I know is to 
resolve to be good today but better tomorrow…’ 

Catherine McAuley

Present for the Opening of the Mercy Wing in 2004
L/R: Sr Christine Taylor, Sr Claire, Sr Anne Arundell, Sr Claudine, 
Sr Imelda Gallagher, Sr Kathleen Cussen, Sr Marie Mansbridge, 
Ms Dianne Brebner

Blessing from the Mercy Wing Opening

May our youth grow in wisdom, age and grace before 
You and all your people.  May this College always be 
a home of truth and wisdom, of faith and goodwill 
toward all.  Through the prayers of Mary, Mother of 
the Church, may this building help our Community 
and build your Kingdom of justice, light and peace.  
Loving Father, listen to our prayer, which we offer 
through Christ our Lord, in your Holy Spirit: all glory 
to You, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

‘We must strive to 
do ordinary things 

extraordinarily well’.
Catherine McAuley
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Photos through the years (2001-2008)

PHOTOS WANTED: If former students have any photos of their school days, particularly the early days, they woud be willing to share they 
would be much appreciated. Photos could be scanned and emailed to alumni@tcc.vic.edu.au or alternatively if they are brought into the school 
they will be scanned and the original returned to you.
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Tales of Thailand
My journey was a tale of two contrasts. 

I arrived in Bangkok; a city with an identity crisis. Here, 
climate-controlled megamalls sit side-by-side with 
200-year-old village homes; gold-spired Buddhist temples 
share space with neon-lit strips of sleaze; while slow-
moving traffic is bypassed by long-tail boats plying the 
royal river. 

My true destination took me along the infamous Thai-
Burma Railway; a World War II supply route built by Allied 
prisoners of war under the Japanese. Over 12,000 Allied 
prisoners died during its construction. While Kanchanaburi 
is the end of the line for many travellers, I continued 
northwest to Three Pagodas Pass, a remote, sleepy village 
on the border with Myanmar. A sense of awe and caution 
accompanied my final approach. The beautiful rainforests, 
rivers and temples were juxtaposed with armed soldiers 
and military checkpoints, the remnants of a history of 
border pursuits between two rival kingdoms. 

Yet there was no such trepidation when I arrived at my 
host school for a volunteer teaching opportunity. I was 
welcomed by the sounds of play, laughter and tiny feet 
running across the yard. I was brought in front of the fifty 
expecting faces to introduce myself. Timidly I said, “Hello, 
my name is Daniel,” only to be greeted with a loud burst 
of, “GOOD MORNING TEACHER,” and a chorus of giggles. 
This was going to be fun I thought to myself!

There was no time for inductions, as we were thrust 
straight into the classroom. The standard of English was 
mixed. Some of the younger students couldn’t speak a 
word of English, while others were good enough to act 
as translators. The language barrier was bridged partly 
by the enthusiasm of the students. I still reflect on how 
extraordinarily happy these students were despite their 
lack of possessions or privilege. Their sense of gratitude 

for their teachers, friends, meals, drinking water, was 
evident in their polite bows and smiling faces.

The teachers took the idea of teaching as a vocation to 
a whole new level. In addition to their classroom duties, 
they were also the school’s cooks, gardeners, cleaners, 
builders and bus drivers. And not once did we hear them 
complain about the unreasonable workload on teachers.

The Bamboo School is a not-for-profit project set up by the 
De La Salle Brothers to provide educational opportunities 
for stateless children. Hundreds of thousands of families 
and individuals have fled the military dictatorship in 
Myanmar, crossing the border into Northern Thailand. 
Here they are denied the right to vote, travel, own 
property, work legally or have access to education and 
health care. Without an education, stateless children 
have little chance of a better future. Many are put to 
work in the factories, turn to prostitution in the larger 
cities, or are sold to traffickers by parents who see it as 
an opportunity for them. The school provides students 
with uniforms, a hot dish for lunch (for many of them the 
only meal of the day), medical assistance and transport. 
But most importantly they provide them with a sense of 
hope, as they seek to transform the hearts, minds and 
lives of the children. 

It was difficult saying goodbye to my adopted home. 
My mind couldn’t help but drift to where these children 
might be in five, ten years’ time. I could only hope 
that their generation would be the one to break the 
cycle of statelessness. My volunteer experience had 
simultaneously proved to be moving and life-affirming. It 
was distressing to learn the full extent of the difficulties 
facing many of these children, but it was hard not 
to embrace the optimism that this school stands for. 
Education after all, is the most powerful force for social 
change that we have. 

Daniel O’Shea (2006-2011 Student) (2017 Staff)
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Rosaleen Donovan (nee Carroll) (Staff Member St 
Joseph’s-Trinity 1979-1980)   In 1981, after leaving St 
Joseph’s-Trinity, Rosaleen and her sister travelled to 
Ireland on a working holiday and spent three years in 
Dublin where she met her future husband, Tom.  Rosaleen 
and Tom were married in 1984 and settled in Limerick 
which is Tom’s birthplace and have lived there ever since.   
Four children (three girls and a boy) later, as well as a 
career change from secondary teaching to working in 
Finance, Rosaleen retired from paid employment in 2015.   
Rosaleen is now quite involved in the local parish music 
scene to which she was introduced some years ago - first 
through the parish choir, then later organ accompaniment, 
and more recently congregational music at Sunday Mass.

Toby Prime (2002-2007) After finishing school in 2007, 
Toby took a gap year and worked at Blane’s Newsagency 
before moving to Geelong for university studies. Toby 
was fortunate enough to gain some casual employment 
at the Geelong Advertiser, covering the Geelong Football 
League, before accepting a full-time position in Mildura at 
the Sunraysia Daily as a sport reporter. Toby really enjoyed 
his time on the Murray and moved to Melbourne at the 
end of 2014 to be closer to friends and family. Toby took 
a job at Leader Newspapers, where he is now working on 
the sports desk and has more recently started covering 
the VFL for the Herald Sun.  

Tara Paatsch - nee Witham (1996-1999) Tara attended 
Trinity College for four years before completing Years 
11 and 12 at The Geelong College. In 2002 Tara began a 
Bachelor of Arts at Monash University before moving to 
Sydney to complete her Arts degree at the University of 
New South Wales. Tara spent a year on a working holiday 
in the United Kingdom and upon her return to Australia, 
she undertook a Bachelor of Laws at Deakin University. 
Tara began her legal career with Maddens Lawyers, 
Warrnambool in 2009. In 2012, Tara married fellow former 
Trinity College student Tyrone Paatsch. They have two 
daughters, Millie and Lola and the family is now based in 
Geelong. Tara is a Senior Lawyer with Coulter Roache in 
Geelong, practising in the area of Family Law.

Rachel Downard nee McGuane (1997-2002) Rachel took 
a gap year working in the hospitality industry before 
commencing her Bachelor of Education degree at ACU 

Where Are They Now?
Ballarat in 2004. Her first teaching position took her to St. 
Anne’s primary school in Sunbury where she taught Grade 
3/4 for 4 years. Deciding she was too far away from her 
Colac family, Rachel moved to Geelong in 2009 working 
at St. Robert’s primary school for 2 years. She relocated 
back to Colac in 2011 after being offered a position at 
St. Mary’s primary school. She still lives in Colac with her 
husband Adam and daughter Thea and currently works 
part time at St Mary’s.

Daniel Lamanna (1992-1997) After leaving School, Daniel 
studied at Swinburne University completeing a Certificate 
IV in Business – Estate Agency Practise. He immediately 
started in the industry selling real estate in the Eastern 
Suburbs of Melbourne, focussing on Hawthorn & 
Camberwell. Daniel met his wife, Courtney, whilst in 
Melbourne. They relocated to Geelong and started in 
Real Estate in the Geelong Market and in 2005 Daniel 
and Courtney purchased their business in Drysdale – 
Stockdale & Leggo Real Estate. This business has grown 
exponentially over the past 12 years and is now one of 
the Bellarine Peninsula’s largest Property Management 
and Sales team. Daniel and Courtney live in Geelong with 
their two children aged 8 and 3.

Kit-e Kline AKA Lisa Kline (1985-1986) After leaving Trinity 
College in Year 8, Kit-e moved to the Gold Coast with her 
family to complete high school.  Kit-e worked in the travel 
industry for a period of five years before travelling overseas 
and residing in the UK, Canada and Japan for a period of 
three years.  Upon return to Australia she took up studies 
in the fields of Welfare, Holistic Health and Aboriginal 
studies recently completing her Masters in Indigenous 
Studies.  Kit-e has spent the last 20 years working in the 
fields of mental health and addictions and has recently 
established her own business Nature Based Therapy.  
Kit-e currently resides in Torquay with her partner Nathan 
Patterson and their three daughters Makeisha, Jamaiyah, 
Iluka and their son, Diwana.

Chris Malone (1967-1969) After finishing his schooling at 
Colac High, Chris shifted to Melbourne where his first job 
was with Telecom. It was enjoyable and he made a lot of 
lifelong friends there, but he eventually wanted to move 
on. A friend who was in the bread business suggested 
Chris buy a breadshop. Despite knowing little about the 
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Contributions Encouraged: To make ‘The Triune’ interesting reading for all, input is encouraged from past students and staff. 
Thank you to those who have contributed so willingly when invited to do so. It is greatly appreciated. Please support ‘The Triune’ 
so that it will grow and foster good will and fellowship with all former students and staff. Email contributions to: alumni@tcc.vic.
edu.au
Thank You: Thank you to Pauline Morgan for her valuable assistance in the preparation of this edition.
Alumni Registration: Please encourage all former staff and students to register so that they receive the next newsletter. 
Registration is now easily completed online via the following link: www.tcc.vic.edu.au/trinity/alumni

Mary Day., Editor, Edition 2.

FORMER STUDENT WINS CAR
After many months of hard work by the Trinity College 
Parents and Friends it was time to draw the winner of 
the raffle. For the second time in as many years, the 
winners of the car were present at the Trivia Night and 
were able to hear the announcement of their special 
prize: great excitement indeed! 
The prize winners are as follows:
First Prize: David Demasi, who won the Toyota Corolla 
Ascent, purchased by the Parents and Friends and 
supplied by the Colac Toyota
Second Prize: Glenda Montano won 2 x Fitbit Gift 
Boxes kindly donated by Harvey Norman 
Third Prize: Beth Perkins won Overnight 
Accommodation Voucher kindly donated by Bespoke 
Harvest Forrest

business, he did! The first five years had some ups and 
downs as he learned the business but, he met the owners 
of Bakers Delight and soon had a couple of Franchises 
with them. Chris also worked in Management with the 
company. The 1990’s were very busy as they had a young 
family, their own shops and Chris was travelling a lot as 
Bakers Delight were expanding rapidly. It was also a lot of 
fun. By the early 2000’s he left the management side, and 
just ran their own shops. Whilst still busy, it gave him time 
to start travelling, probably his favourite pastime. They 
sold their last remaining shop in 2014 and retired. Chris 
has been married to Jill for 43 years and they have three 
children and four grandchildren. They live in Beaumaris, a 
bayside suburb of Melbourne about 30 mins from the city.

Simon Morgan (1992-1997) After completing Year 12 at 
Trinity, Simon went on to obtain a Bachelor of Arts with a 
major in Political Science at the University of Melbourne. 
This led to long periods working in politics as a researcher, 
speechwriter and campaign manager for a range of 
state and federal political representatives in Melbourne, 
Canberra and Perth, as well as involvement in political 
campaigns in the United Kingdom and issues campaigns 
in the United States. Simon is currently Director of 

Government and Communications for the Australian 
Logistics Council in Canberra, and also writes occasional 
articles for The Spectator Australia magazine.

Rick Duynhoven (1973-1975) After leaving Trinity College 
at the completion of Form 4, Rick joined the Australian 
Army as an apprentice carpenter, aged 15, with fellow 
classmate Daryl Condon who was an apprentice Electronics 
Technician. After two years at the Army Apprentice School 
in Balcombe, Victoria, Rick was transferred to the School 
of Military Engineering in Sydney. Leaving the army in 
1987 after 12 years and attaining the rank of Sargent in the 
Royal Australian Engineers. Rick began project managing 
a number of multistorey building projects in Sydney and 
Canberra. In 1994, Rick commenced teaching building in 
TAFENSW where he is now an Assistant Faculty Manager 
for the Engineering and Electrotechnology Faculty. Rick has 
also completed a number of building trade qualifications, 
a Bachelor of Adult Education and Associated Diploma of 
Design Science in Building Services. Rick is currently on 
a leave of absence from TAFENSW. Rick and his wife are 
spending time with their daughter who is a character 
performer in Walt Disneyworld in Florida, United States.


