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From The Principal
We were thrilled to welcome hundreds of Old Collegians 
and their families to our Jubilee celebrations in the last 
weekend of October.  Three days of celebrations began for 
our College community with the celebration of Founders’ 
Day and the Opening and Blessing of the Jubilee Centre and 
redeveloped Oval on the 27th October.  The new facilities 
were blessed by Fr Michael O’Toole, the Oval opened by 
staff member, Mr Des Ryan and the Jubilee Centre by 
staff member, Mr Gerard McKenzie.  Our celebrations 
continued on the day with Founders’ Day, Walkathon, 
Social Justice activities, liturgy and commissioning of 2018 
Student Leaders.  Saturday, 28th October saw the launch 
of the book written by Helen Paatsch, ‘Looking Back - 50 
years of Trinity College Colac’, the presentation of the 
Grand Piano, coordinated by Therese and Chris Quinn, 
and a musical evening of Trinity talent, past and present.  
Sunday, 29th October celebrations began with a Trinity 
flavour at the 11.00am St.Mary’s Parish Mass, following 
by a ‘Back to Trinity’ with formal speeches, memorabilia 
and self-guided tours of the College.  

I express our thanks to Mrs Helen Paatsch who generously 
volunteered her time in researching and writing, ‘Looking 
Back - 50 years of Trinity College Colac’. Helen offered to 
write the book and spent over twelve months in research, 
meeting with many people, reviewing documents, 
sharing stories and then writing each chapter with great 
dedication. The resulting book has already provided 
recollections for many people who have been associated 
with Trinity over the past 50 years. In addition to the 
research undertaken by Helen, the College compiled a list 
of all students and staff of Trinity College since 1967 which 
is shared in the final few pages of the book.  Every effort 
has been made to provide an accurate list of all students 
and staff however it is possible that some names have not 
been recorded.  I encourage you to contact the College 
if you are aware of any missing names and I apologise to 
those for whom their association with the College has not 
been recorded in the book. 

As you may be aware, the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse will sit on 
14th December to publicly mark the conclusion of the 
five-year long inquiry. The Royal Commission’s final report 
will be delivered to the Governor General on Friday, 15th 
December 2017 and we expect that much of the report 
will be made public at that time.

In addition to the full report of the Royal Commission, the 
case study which focused on Catholic Church Authorities 
in Ballarat (Case Study 28) was published last week.

The report rightly criticised the handling of historic child 
sexual abuse within the Catholic Church and contains 
a great deal of distressing material about how church 
authorities failed to protect children from harm.

For survivors of sexual abuse and their families, the 
handing down of the Royal Commission Report will be 
a bittersweet experience. After five years of inquiry, we 
hope that the final report will provide an opportunity for 
our extended Church community to move into the light 
where we can continue to speak openly about wrongs, 
ensure justice for victims and survivors of abuse and 
contribute pro-actively to the future shape of our Church. 

I do wish to reassure you that child protection remains 
a serious professional focus for our school community at 
all times. Catholic schools are deeply committed to child 
safety and we are vigilant in ensuring that all standards 
and policies are implemented, monitored and regularly 
reviewed. Please do not hesitate to contact me should 
you have any concerns about child safety at Trinity College 
Colac.

The media attention and the information in the reports 
may be distressing for you or others you may know. If you 
need personal assistance:

• Call the Royal Commission Help Line on 1800 737 732 
or visit www.1800respect.org.au, or

• Call Lifeline on 13 11 14 or visit www.lifeline.org.au 
(24 hour crisis support and suicide prevention)

If you believe that there is a criminal matter please 
note you should inform the police. The best number is 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 or the SANO Taskforce 
on 1800 110 007 or via email sanotaskforce@police.vic.
gov.au  Investigators acknowledge the sensitivity of these 
issues and realise you may not be ready to disclose your 
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identity to police. You can therefore choose to remain 
anonymous. If you do wish for investigators to contact 
you, please provide your name and phone numbers in 
your email.

This is the third edition of ‘The Triune’ since it was 
launched last year and we are indebted to Mrs Mary Day 
for her time and dedication in making contact with many 
Old Collegians to formalise our Trinity College Alumni.  
Once again, Mary has developed this edition of ‘The 
Triune’ but has informed me that this is the final edition 

she will compile and will now hand over responsibility 
for ‘The Triune’ and our Alumni to Mrs Sally Forrester 
(our Trinity College Development and Communications 
Leader).  I thank Mary for the great contribution she has 
led in making connections with our Old Collegians and 
commend this third edition of ‘The Triune’ to you.

May you each have a happy and Holy Christmas Season 
and a wonderful start to the 2018 year.

Virtus Nobilitat, 
Tim O’Farrell.
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The Jubilee Centre is not only a magnificent work of 
architecture, inspiring creativity and enabling students 
to discover and develop the nuances of stagecraft and 
performance in their own school, it is also a symbol of 
what the creative arts means to the Colac community. As 
a past student, wishing that this facility had been around 
in my high school years, all I can say to current and future 
students is this: use it humbly, treat it with respect, yet 
enjoy what you can create within it! This facility is an 

incredible investment, a step in the right direction!
Thomas McGuane (2009-2014).

Coming back to Trinity is always a pleasure, and it was a 
privilege to be a part of the opening of the Jubilee Centre 
and the 50 year celebrations. Upon entering the Jubilee 
Centre, I was in absolute awe at the facility that has 
been built. I’m proud to have been a part of a group of 
students who were passionate about the Arts at Trinity, 
and whose passion and commitment, along with that of 
the dedicated staff, particularly Ms April Greaves, made 
it happen. I look forward to seeing Trinity students using 
the centre to its full capacity, in performance, lighting, 
sound, costuming, tutoring, hospitality and more. The 

opportunities it affords are endless.
Millicent Kavenagh (2009-2014).

The Jubilee Centre

It had been 10 years since I'd been at Trinity and I am 
absolutely blown away by how much the place has 

changed.
The Jubillee Centre is a phenomenal performance space 
and it was a great honour to share the stage with past and 

current students at the historic opening of the venue. 
I'm so pleased with the progress Trinity College continues 
to make and I'm very much looking forward to the 
wonderful performances and productions that will surely 

take place at the school for many years to come.
Gerry Kennedy (2002-2007)

The photos on this page are supplied by: Kristian Laemmle-Ruff
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Trinity’s 50th Year Celebration Concert was a wonderful 
evening filled with breath-taking performances. It was 
really lovey to see so many familiar faces and it was really 
exciting to see how far everyone had come along as artists. 
The quality of performances was a true testament to the 
music and drama teachers that Trinity has been fortunate 
to have over the years. The sound and lighting quality 
enhanced the performances beautifully adding an extra 
‘wow’ factor to the unveiling of the Jubilee Centre. It was 
a real privilege to perform in such a giving space in front 
of the ever-supportive Trinity community. I’m thrilled that 
the next generation get to make the most of the incredible 

facilities that the Jubilee Centre has to offer.
Kara Backhous (2007-2012)

Jubilee Centre jubilation! What a joyous occasion to be 
at the official opening of the Jubilee Centre at Trinity 
College in October. The Trinity College community is to 
be congratulated. The will and determination, to build 
the venue, demonstrates the acknowledgement of and 
the need to support students in their artistic and creative 
expression. The young people at Trinity College are truly 

valued. 
Teresa Robertson

Former Staff Member

The Jubilee Centre is an inspiration to all who attend Trinity 
and hopefully it will inspire students to take up music and 
drama like never before. The facilities are amazing and I 
am in awe every time I walk in there to teach. I’m so glad I 
am a part of the music and drama team as they enjoy this 
new facility. And the piano. What can I say? It's amazing 
and how wonderful to have so many generous people in 
the community, especially the Quinn family for organising 

it all.
Kelly Kerr. 

(Former staff member and current instrumental tutor)

The photos on this page are supplied by: Kristian Laemmle-Ruff
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The Official Opening

Br Clem Barrett
Principal (1989-1998)

Mrs Cheryl Pefanis
Deputy Principal

Fr Michael O'Toole
College Governor

Mr Gerard McKenzie
Business Manager

Will Roberts, Saul Kavenagh, Claire Macdonald, 
Isabelle Brylow, Chelsea Sharpe

Four Principals: Mr Damian McKew, Mr Tony Duggan, 
Br Clem Barrett, Mr Tim O'Farrell

Mr Andrew McIntosh
(Made the crosses)

Br Kevin Atton, Br John Hagan, Br Bernie Adams, Br Clem 
Barrett, Br Kevin Delaney, Br Terry Burke, Br Peter Richardson 
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The Opening Concert

Mrs Kelly Kerr, Emily Mitchell, Lisa Phillips, Lauren Markham, 
Kayla Markham Jess Argento, Ruby Stephens, Eliza O'Farrell Saul Kavenagh

Thomas McGuane

Geraldine Finn 
accompanied by David Stewart

Gerry Kennedy Jamie McGuane Kara Backhouse

Millicent Kavenagh
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Ben Hester Joshua McGuane Gemma Upson-McPike

Carolyn Dawes Gerry Kennedy with current students Yara Alkurd

Michael Bell Emily Marsh and Rebecca Brown Paul O'Shea and James Thwaites

David Stewart, Michael Bell, Ben Hester, Kara Backhouse, Yara Alkurd, Rebecca Brown, Emily Marsh, 
Geraldine Finn, Gemma Upson-McPike, Carolyn Dawes, Millicent Kavenagh, Thomas McGuane, 

Joshua McGuane, Gerry Kennedy, James Thwaites, Jamie McGuane
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Trinity College Oval Opening

Mr Des Ryan
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From the Opening in 1967 to the 50th Year Celebrations in 2017
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Looking Back
50 Years of Trinity College Colac by Helen Paatsch, OA

We are indebted to Mrs Helen Paatsch, for donating a large 
amount of her time and energy this year to writing about the first 
fifty years of Trinity College. 

Helen Paatsch’s association with Trinity College began in 1969, 
as a teacher of Form 2 English and Geography. Seeing the need 
for proper library facilities, Helen studied to become a qualified 
librarian. This enabled her to oversee the amalgamation of Trinity 
and St Joseph’s libraries and eventually to design a purpose-built 
facility for the new St Joseph’s-Trinity College.

Since her official retirement in 1993, Helen has worked in a 
voluntary capacity to manage the Trinity College archives. A 
former Councillor and Mayor of the Colac Otway Shire, Helen 
was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for her services to the 
community in 2013.

Helen’s book was launched at the concert held in the new Jubilee 
Centre on Saturday, 28th October. Mr Richard Riordan, former 
student, had the audience laughing as he recounted his memories 
of Helen at school. He spoke fondly of her diligence in guarding her 
fledgling library and tapping her way down the corridor, should 
the alarm go off announcing a possible illegal entry to the library. 
Richard also recalled her work with the Magazine Committee and 
Debating and Public Speaking students.

The Introduction, written by Helen, at the beginning of her book.

Trinity College Colac, as we know it today, is an amalgamation 
of Trinity College, founded by the Christian Brothers in 1967, 
and St Joseph’s College, founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 
1888.

This book sets out to explore the history of the College with 
its ups and downs and its journey from a boys’ school, that 
catered for fewer than one hundred students with a staff of 
three, to a dynamic co-educational College with a student 
cohort of over 700 and staff numbering ninety-five.

It has been my pleasure to be part of the early and ongoing 
history of Trinity, so in many ways the research for this book 
has been a personal indulgence.

It has not been possible to document every single event or 
development, but hopefully the ‘flavour’ of Trinity has been 
captured. In writing this book, I have relied, where possible, 
on documentation, as sometimes memories can be a little 
unreliable. I apologise for any errors or omissions.

‘Looking Back’ is available for 
purchase at Trinity College's 

Reception for $20.

Mrs Helen Paatsch and Mr Richard Riordan

Mrs Helen Paatsch signing her book
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Former Trinity College Board Member Chris Quinn 
and his wife Therese, who are parents of former 
students of the College, undertook to raise funds to 
provide the school with a brand new Grand Piano 
for the Jubilee Centre. The fund started off well with 
a $10,000 anonymous donation. Keys were then 
‘bought’ by businesses and members of the Colac 
and Trinity Community for a cost of $250 each. 
In front of a capacity crowd at the concert to celebrate 
the 50th Year Celebrations, the piano was officially 
handed over to the College by Chris.
The initiative by Chris and Therese is very much 
appreciated by all at Trinity College. The piano is a 
wonderful instrument and featured in many of the 
celebrations over the weekend. It will be valued and 
enjoyed by many more students and performers in 
the years to come.
I wonder if we have Chris’s words on tape? At the 
end of his speech I think he said something like: ‘...
Enjoy it. Play it. If you wear it out, don’t worry, we 
will raise the funds for another one’!

Thank You Chris and Therese

Br Peter Richardson, College Governor

Kayla Markham

Kayla MarkhamHarrison Roberts
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After finding a photo of Rahni Buchanan, College Captain 
1992, burying a time capsule, a decision was made to 
see if we could find it in the lead up to our 50th Year 
Celebrations.  Following consultations with Rahni and Mr 
Don Spalding, former groundsman, the spot was located.  
Word got around about the plan to dig up the time capsule 
and this event created a great deal of interest.

In mid-August, in the presence of Rahni, Jacinta Langdon 
and Emmalie Cain (who were also Year 12 students in 
1992) and surrounded by current College Captains, Year 
12 students, Year 7 students and a few other former 
students and current staff, the excavation began.

Mr Greg McKenzie and Mr Brian Menzies, current 
groundsmen, were grateful that the ground was very 
wet and reasonably easy to dig. Finally, out of the murky 
gloom and sloppy muddy water, the capsule emerged, 
exactly where it was supposed to be!

In the capsule were letters, or writings, from students or 
staff in 1992, two class photos (8B and VCE Red B) and a 

$5 note. Ben Crook, a Year 9 student in 1992, provided 
this interesting item. Ben had included the note because, 
when the capsule was prepared, Australia had just gone 
to plastic notes. Maybe, in years to come, this old paper 
note will be worth something more, though the interest it 
provided on the day and weeks after it was dug up, were 
worth more than money.

Efforts have been made to locate some of the students 
who contributed to the time capsule and some have 
responded, with interesting reflections about what they 
wrote as students. 

The Time Capsule

Richard Chapman 
1992 and 2017

Wow! I must have been having a negative day when I 
wrote that! I only vaguely remember our class having to 
contribute something for the time capsule. Being a typical 
15 or 16 year old, I probably wrote something down 
without too much thought, never expecting it to be seen 
again. 
I believe our Year 10 social was a night of old-time dancing. 
We practised the dances leading up to it, then dressed up 
on the night and parents came along. From memory, the 
parents generally “out-danced” us all (I’m still not great 
at waltzing). Our teacher at the time may have been Mr 
McKay, but I’m not sure about the ugly pants comment! 
Perhaps it was a running joke, but 25 years later it seems 
a bit of a strange thing to say. If I had my time again I 
may have written something more meaningful than our 
teacher has ugly pants and I’m pretty disappointed to 

see the spelling mistake on the third line. It should read 
“There haven’t been...” not “Their.”
I’m interested that I wrote that Pastoral Care was a 
favourite subject. I think it says something about the 
strong sense of community we had, not only in our 
individual year levels, but across the school. I remember 
Trinity College having an almost “family-like” atmosphere 
and we knew the names of almost everyone in the school 
(it was a bit smaller then).
I made it to university (where I studied a bit of Maths!) 
and now am the Principal of a Kinder to Year 10 Catholic 
school in George Town in northern Tasmania. With only 
150 students, maybe I was attracted to that “family-like” 
atmosphere that I experienced 25 years ago.
All the best.
Richard. 29th August, 2017.
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Bevan Vahland 
1992 and 2017

Felicity Prime 1992
and

Felicity Scherer 2017

Regarding my time capsule entry - I did continue in 
the arts field to an extent after leaving Trinity. I went 
on to study Theatre and became an actor and a stage/
costume designer which I did nightly for 15 years with 
my cooking career very focussed on day time oper-
ations. Children came along and ‘cheffing’ became 
the main job. I have remained very focussed in my art 
through my food and now with my new role as execu-
tive chef at Mantra Lorne. Although primarily opera-
tional, my role does focus very heavily on the creative 
and theme sides of food. I have also been filming a 
TV show for the last six years which is currently in the 
USA on the footprint network. Have a squizz at my 
website if you have time www.foodtoeat.net
Bev
9th September, 2017

Thanks for sending this through.

Wow isn’t that amazing, you 
can write a letter and 25 years 
later you can read it. It’s just 
gorgeous!!!! 

I must admit I achieved everything 
in the letter and much, much, 
more. I have been married to 
my best friend for 16 years and 
have two beautiful sons. I work 
for a corporate Travel company 
and have for 15 years, with the 
privilege of working from home.

Trinity was a fantastic school and 
I have wonderful memories of 
attending. One special thing is, I 
still see all my Trinity friends which 
is just fabulous 22 years later. I 
feel very fortunate in my life and 
Trinity College was a big part of 
moulding who I have become.

Thanks so, so, much.

Felicity
5th September, 2017



The Triune 15 Trinity College Colac

My Journey
College Captain 1990 - Bridget Green
An inquiring mind, a passion for 
science and a fascination with fish 
has taken Bridget Green around the 
world.

Bridget, who was school captain in 
1990, says her love of science and her 
curious mind were nurtured at Trinity. 

“Mrs Crump was the first person to 
get me excited about science. She 
used to answer all my questions. I 
asked lots of questions as a child and 
she was one of the first people to 
answer them. I remember sitting in 
the playground at lunchtime asking 
Mrs Crump why the sky was blue. My 
love of science and the questions of 
science grew from there”.

After successfully completing HSC, 
Bridget had the first of several gap 
years.

“I took a year off after Year 12 because 
I was young. Then I had a year at 
Monash Uni studying science, which 
I didn’t enjoy. I finished the year, 
dropped out and travelled around 
Australia for a year.”

While travelling around Australia 
Bridget learned there was a place 
for her at James Cook University in 
Townsville. 

“I started a degree in marine science 
at James Cook and found this was 
where I wanted to be. My marks 
improved and I finished with First 
Class Honours. I spent the next 
few years working and diving as a 
research assistant in beautiful places 
like Papua New Guinea and Lizard 
Island on the Great Barrier Reef.” 

It wasn’t long before Bridget was 
inspired to lead her own research. 
“I found I was still being driven by 
curiosity and needed to lead my own 
research, so I undertook a PhD at 

James Cook University, on fish reproduction. On completion I was offered a 
NOAA/NASA post-doctoral fellowship and went to New Jersey, USA for two 
and a half years, where I further worked on the study of fish reproduction, in 
the Hudson River, New York.  

In 2006 Bridget assumed a position as a research academic with the University 
of Tasmania and moved to Hobart. “One of the biggest pleasures I get out 
of my work is training and encouraging others through their PhDs, to ask 
questions and then answer them well.” 

Bridget’s work has taken her to Iceland, Sweden, China, Scotland, America, 
Canada, Italy and Spain, often as a paid invited guest speaker. She is held in 
esteem around the world for her knowledge on fisheries in many different 
areas, including fisheries and food security, fisheries production and the 
carbon footprint of fisheries.

Bridget has two children, Quincy and Clem, and has worked part-time since 
Quincy was born in 2008. 

Bridget says her most important achievement was getting promoted to 
Associate Professor, after working part time for ten years. “I demonstrated 
that I could have a family and a career and do both calmly and well.” 

Bridget’s partner Gary is also a marine scientist, who enabled her to work part 
time and enjoy her family and career.  “I feel very lucky because my partner 
Gary has enabled me to have great career success, lots of overseas travel and 
lots of time with my kids.” 

Bridget hasn’t worked for the past two and a half years because of ongoing 
cognitive issues from a brain infection and stroke.  She still lives in Hobart with 
her family, and as part of ongoing therapy she spends a lot of time walking her 
large black poodle along the beach and up mountains.

By Rebecca Green (journalist, editor and writer, Trinity 1980-1985)
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I started at Trinity in Year 7 in 1985 after crossing the road from 
my primary school years at Sacred Heart.  Living on the family 
farm at Eurack I used to catch a bus into Colac at 7.30am each 
morning and get home around 4.45 pm in the afternoon so it was 
a long day, especially if there was homework to do that night.  

I was lucky enough to have several friends from Sacred Heart that 
went onto Trinity as well, but it was also great to be mixed into 
new classes with lots of new faces from other primary schools in 
Colac and the wider district.  My older brother Paul and I are still 
very close mates with a number of the Trinity boys that were in 
the Year 12 classes of 1988, ’89, ’90, and ’91.  After our school 
years finished it became a tradition to catch-up every year for a 
social gathering on Boxing Day and most of the same crew now 
have an interstate weekend away each year in July.  

I was also very lucky to have many supportive and talented 
teachers over my six years at Trinity. Given that I went on to study 
engineering at university, I have to mention Dr Denholm, our Year 
11 and 12 Physics teacher. Dr Denholm was so passionate about 
his subject. I can still remember the chalk dust flying, as he would 
fill at least eight large blackboards with formulas in a 45 minute 
period.  

In the Year 12 class of 1990 I was honoured to be voted College 

I attended Trinity College from 1988 (commenced part 
way through) to 1990 in Years 10 to 12 and very much 
enjoyed my time at the school.  I benefitted from 
the academic program and was fortunate enough to 
be Dux of the school in Year 12 in 1990.  I was also 
very fortunate to have the support of the school in 
attending a very memorable camp in Canberra in 
association with the Queen Elizabeth Silver Jubilee 
Trust for Young Australians in Year 11 or Year 12.  

Sport was also a big part of my experience at Trinity 
and I recall our football side winning its division of 
the Sun Country Cup in 1990. If memory serves me 
correctly we defeated Bunyip High School in a low 
scoring match on a particularly inclement day at VFL 
Park in Waverley. I can still remember how cold and 
wet it was that day!   

[Editor - See a ‘Where Are They Now’ entry from 
Stephen at the end of this newsletter.]

Trinity Memories
Dux 1990 - Stephen Meade

SUN COUNTRY CUP 
(Photo scanned from 1990 Magazine)

Back: Rohan Vahland, Bede McGuane, Stephen Meade, Gerard 
Carew, Matthew Chapman, Kerrin Darcy.
Second: Daniel Mulder, Paul Lynch, Michael O’Shea, Damien 
Crawford, Adam Brady, Jason Cuolahan, Justin Parrott.
Third: Mr Des Ryan, Patrick Morrissey, Gerard McCarthy, Damien 
Langdon, Bernard Ryan, Andrew Russell, Luke Buchanan, Ste-
phen Everett.
Front: Raymond Barrow, Simon Smith, Anthony McKay, Michael 
Parker, Justin Mahoney, Andrew Stephens.

On Top of a Wind Turbine
College Captain 1990 - Gerard Carew

Captain alongside Bridget Green and I remain proud 
of having carried that duty for such a great school.  

[Editor - See a ‘Where Are They Now’ entry from 
Gerard at the end of this newsletter.]

Who else remembers the winning game?
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Reunion News

10 Year (2003-2008)  20 Year (1993-1998)  30 Year (1983-1988) 
If you would like to help with the work in arranging your reunion in 2018 please get in touch with your College 
Captain. Basic information has been sent to them to help them in arranging a reunion. It can be a lot of work, if left to 
one person, so please offer your assistance. Recent successful reunions have done a lot of the planning via a Group 
on Facebook, so to live locally is not a prerequisite to helping with the organisation.
Contact person at Trinity College for enquiries regarding reunions is, Mrs Sally Forrester.

MEMORIAL LEAVES IN REFLECTION GARDEN

The first two leaves have been placed in the Reflection 
Garden, near the chapel.   

Families of former students or staff, of Trinity College or St 
Joseph’s College, can apply to have their deceased loved 
ones name printed on a ‘leaf’ which is then attached to 
the stone. 

The details are all available from our website http://www.
tcc.vic.edu.au/about-us/chapel-and-reflection-garden or 
by contacting reception.

CLASS of 2007
About a third of the class of 2007 gathered on the evening of Friday, 20th October at Place to Be, in Murray 
Street, Colac. 
The people able to attend really enjoyed catching up and sharing their experiences since they left Trinity 
College 10 years ago. Hearing of the different careers and pathways taken in life was interesting. It was a 
shame that more were unable to attend and it is hoped for a bigger turn up in another 10 years’ time.
There was no group photo taken as people came and went during the evening. 
We thank Gabrielle Hickman for arranging this reunion.

REUNION CLASS of 1997

Possible Reunions in 2018

On Saturday, 28th October students 
from 1997 gathered to catch up and 
share stories and experiences since 
they left Trinity College.
A few of the group toured Trinity 
College the following day during 
the 'Back to Trinity' which was part 
of the 50th Year Celebrations. They 
spent time trying to remember, what 
was where, when they attended and 
found the changes to the school 
amazing. 
We thank Rachael Baker (Paatsch) 
for arranging the reunion.

CLASS of 1997
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Volunteering at the Ruben Centre
What is the Ruben Centre?

The Ruben Centre is based in the second biggest slum 
in Nairobi, Kenya and services over 600,000 people. The 
Centre supports 2700 children from the local Mukuru 
Slum to attend school, many who take hundreds of steps 
to simply get to school each day. There are are also 23 
other initiatives, including a Vocational Training program 
and a Special Needs Education Centre. The centre also runs 
many health programs that support the local community, 
including the Ruben Medical Clinic, the Lea Toto program 
(caring for children living with HIV), a Baby Care Centre 
and a Child Doctor Program. There is also a social and 
economic empowerment program, covering programmes 
like Stop Child Labour, Sexual and Gender Based Violence 
and a programme for Orphans and Vulnerable Children.

My Experience

It’s hard to put my experience of being at Ruben Centre 
into words as it has been eye opening and heart-warming 
in so many ways. Despite the many challenges that 
the people of Mukuru face, I still can’t explain how the 
children and adults living in the community show up with 
continuous smiles and humour that they share with me 
every single day.

I was lucky enough to spend my first week with the 
Community Health Volunteers (CHV’s). This group of 
fourteen men and women support the Social Workers 
in their role and they are the eyes and the ears on the 
ground that supports the local community. Through 
the CHV’s they gave me the opportunity to step into 
their lives, witness the true struggles and see first hand 
how these courageous people live. Most of their stories 
broke my heart as, the opportunity that we as Western 
civilisations are given, will never be afforded to these 

people. Despite this, what was most evident to me was 
their acceptance of reality and their ability to carry on in 
their daily life. These men and women were thankful for 
the simple things; they were grateful that their children 
were getting an education. They were thankful to the 
volunteers that visited them each week; because it gave 
them support and the knowledge that somebody cared. 
They appreciated that the Ruben Centre was there and 
they could access medical care and social support. When 
I asked them individually; how they felt life was going 
now? Every single one of them smiled, laughed and said, 
“I am happy.” Having worked as a Social Worker in Mental 
Health in Australia, this was a huge contrast; these people 
have very little but are happier then those who have more.

I was also very blessed to spend time in the Special Needs 
Unit. This unit consisted of 41 children with varying 
disabilities and three incredibly patient, loving and caring 
teachers, and when I reflect on my time in this unit, a 
smile spreads across my face. When Brother Frank first 
told me I would be helping in the Special Needs unit, I 
was a bit hesitant. I have worked in disability before and 
I found the system did not allow us to face many of the 
significant challenges. Well, how my opinion has changed! 
Because of the varying disabilities, communication was 
the most significant challenge, however with the use 
of sign language and other techniques that were learnt 
and used by the unit, it was clear to see of the significant 
developmental progress that the children were making. 
Moyra, Naomy and Mercy have been doing an incredible 
job in developing all the kids who are at different levels 
of learning by creating routine and enhancing their skills 
that allow them to progress in life. Living in the Mukuru 
slum, these kids have a bigger stigma to fight. In Kenyan 
culture the Mothers are often blamed for their children’s 
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disability and many of the fathers will disown their child 
and leave. This does not stop these kids. When the Special 
Needs Unit opened in 2015, some children could not 
walk, speak or do basic tasks. These kids have improved 
ten fold, they can speak (some in English), they can sign, 
they walk and laugh and most importantly, they can play 
and build friendships. This is an opportunity that they 
didn’t have before as their living conditions went to the 
extreme of being locked away from the rest of society and 
the public's prying eyes. 

My heart feels so full when I reflect on my time at the 
Ruben Centre. The opportunity to travel to Ruben is one 
for which I will forever be thankful. I learned so much 
about myself; I learned that it’s the little things that make 
a difference, one step at a time. I learned that no matter 
what adversity one faces; there is still time to smile, 
shake a person's hand and to just 'keep going'. I met 
many wonderful people whose courage and zest for life 
was inspiring. Thank you Ruben Centre for having me. I 
promise that one-day, I will be back. Asante Sana.

At the end of the month I will be climbing Mt Kilimanjaro 

in support of Ruben Centre. Please support the climb and, 
in turn, support the community to build a birthing suite at 
Ruben Community Centre in the Mukuru Slums, Nairobi 
Kenya. All proceeds will go directly to the Ruben Centre, 
Nairobi where Warrnambool born, Brother Frank O’Shea, 
is the Director. 

https://www.gofundme.com/step-up-for-ruben

Francesca Hickman (2005-2010)

Tanzanian Immersion 2017
A couple of weeks ago, a group of 11 recently graduated 
Year 12 students and three teachers set off on a journey 
to Tanzania, a country in East Africa, to participate in a 
16 day immersion program. Arusha, a city in the north of 
Tanzania, was chosen as the destination because of the 
significant work done by the Christian Brothers to educate 
the poor of the region. During their time in Arusha, 
participants will spend time at two schools: Edmund 
Rice Sinon Secondary, where they will see first-hand the 
inspiring work done by the Christian Brothers, and the 
School of St Jude, where they will witness how education 
is transforming the lives of over 1,800 children and their 
families.

The group arrived back in Colac on the 12th December.  
Please see the next edition of 'The Triune' for further 
news about their experiences.
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Nama saya Kalen, and I’m a former student at Trinity 
College Colac, class of 2010. Like many of my fellow 
students at Trinity, I often questioned during my regular 
Indonesian classes, “When am I ever going to use this?” 
Fast forward nearly a decade, and I’m now using my bahasa 
every single day to communicate with taxi drivers, shop 
owners and especially my fellow Indonesian employees. 
Should I have listened to Ibu De Silva more in my bahasa 
classes? Definitely. But alas I’m now managing an amazing 
team of Indonesian colleagues and friends.

After graduating from the University of Melbourne with 
a major in Actuarial Science (a fancy name for lots of 
mathematics and finance), I took a year off to backpack 
around the globe. Upon returning to Australia with empty 
pockets, I went to work for a startup attempting to tackle 
the online car industry. As I grew with the business their 
model intrigued me, as did the general experience of 
working for a small startup company. 

Alongside a close friend of mine from university, we began 
working after hours to test if a similar idea would work 
in a country vastly different from Australia, but where 
cars were rapidly beginning to overtake motorbikes as 
the transport of choice: that is Indonesia. My Indonesian 
co-founder and I worked long hours for no pay, until 
we were eventually admitted into a startup accelerator 
program called the Melbourne Accelerator Program 
(MAP), enabling us to focus full-time on our newly formed 
company. 

We continued to test new ideas, grow our team and 
eventually generate a few car sales (all the way from 
Australia) by managing a team of salespeople who were 
based in Indonesia. This progress was enough to generate 
interest from investors, who gave us additional funding to 
pack our bags and move to the buzzing, chaotic megacity 

From Trinity to Indonesia, with love

of 30+ million people known as Jakarta. I soon coined my 
new home as the land of the three M’s: Malls, Mosques 
and Macet (traffic). 

We came to Indonesia with our initial business model, 
hoping to build a team and rapidly grow to achieve almost 
instant success. This is not what happened. Countless 
times we had to pivot our model all the while dealing with 
problems of managing people, corruption, internal theft, 
visas and office politics. We survived many hardships, 
including losing key employees, dealing with fraud (both 
external and internal) and, worst of all, almost going 
bankrupt three times.

Now, thankfully, we are at the stage where we are growing 
steadily in terms of people, sales and revenue, and we 
have enough funds in the bank to keep us going for a 
long time. The journey is far from over, but it’s beginning 
to become more and more enjoyable as we witness our 
company begin to transform into a place that inspires our 
workers and provides real value to our customers.

The lessons I’ve learned along the way have been 
invaluable; learning a new language, how to overcome 
mental barriers, and how to manage and motivate people. 
My key takeaway from this experience is that anything 
is possible if you work hard enough, while paying close 
attention to the mistakes you’re making along the way 
and learn from them accordingly. If you have a dream or 
an idea, don’t hesitate: dive headfirst into it and make 
yourself a little uncomfortable, and you’ll be surprised 
by what you can achieve. The biggest achievements can 
come from humble beginnings, just by having the courage 
to take the first anxious, naive step.

Kalen Iselt, Class of 2010. 
[Editor: Kalen was Dux of the 2010 Class]

The company name is Mobilkamu. 
This means 'Your car' in Indonesian. This is one of the towing 

trucks used to deliver cars to customers.

The Mobilkamu team at the end of their recent retreat.



The Triune 21 Trinity College Colac

Chris Mulder (1985-1989) The day Year 11 exams finished 
Chris was offered an apprenticeship as a boilermaker at 
Wilson and Noble, which he accepted. In 1996 he started 
working for Swayn & McCabe in Colac where he worked 
for the next 15 years. Chris began there as a welder before 
moving over to the mechanical department as a service 
technician and then moving up to be the workshop 
manager. About seven years ago, Chris and his wife, 
Jacinta, and their two dogs made the move from Colac 
to Three Springs WA, a little town of 500 people 350kms 
northeast of Perth, and both were working for a Case 
Agricultural dealership. After a year and a half they moved 
further up the wheatbelt to Geraldton WA, 500kms north 
of Perth and on the coast, where Chris is currently the 
Service Manager for an Isuzu Truck and Agco Agricultural 
Dealership. Chris and Jacinta now have two beautiful 
children Maddison and Harlan. 

Stephen Meade (mid 1988-1990)  Stephen went on to 
study Arts (Hons) and Law (Hons) at the University of 
Melbourne in the period 1991 to 1996 before commencing 
in private practice in 1998 at the law firm Middletons.  
Stephen worked there for approximately nineteen years 
(it changed its name a few years ago to K&L Gates after 
a merger with a US law firm) and practised as a litigation 
and disputes lawyer. Stephen recently commenced as 
Head of Legal & Risk at the Australian Football League.

Erin Salm (nee Mahoney) (1989-1994) After graduating 
from Trinity College, Erin attended La Trobe University, 
Bendigo Campus to complete her Bachelor in Education, 
Primary Teaching. Erin has taught in Sunbury, Colac (1 year 
at Colac West) and in Bendigo. Erin is currently ongoing at 
Golden Square Primary, where she has been, for close to 
14 years.  Erin is married with two children.

Paige Harris (nee Dower) (1996-2001) Paige has been a 
Paramedic working with the QAS for twelve years after 
completing a Bachelor of Health Science (Paramedic) 
at Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane. A 
few years ago she completed her Masters in Paramedic 
Science (Critical Care) from Edith Cowan University. Paige 
has worked all over Qld with the QAS from the Gold 
Coast to rural Indigenous communities like Mornington 
Island and Doomadgee in the Gulf of Carpentaria. She 
currently works as a Critical Care Flight Paramedic for 
the Queensland Ambulance Service and Lifeflight, Qld, 
currently stationed in Bundaberg. Paige lives near the 

Where Are They Now?
beach in beautiful Bargara with her
 husband and their two Staffies.

Rick Humphrey (1987-1992) After finishing at Trinity, 
Rick attend Deakin University and undertook a Bachelor 
of Arts & Teaching. Upon completion of this Rick took up 
employment in the Public Service and proceeded to work 
for Centrelink where he spent time Managing Offices in 
the Western Suburbs, which was a very big change to 
the fast paced life of his home town, Cressy. Rick was 
fortunate enough to spend some time living overseas in 
the UK, playing cricket and working. Rick has spent most 
of his time based in Geelong where he has enjoyed being 
involved in his sporting clubs. Rick is currently working 
as a Physical Education teacher at Bannockburn Primary 
School where he has been for the past decade, inspired by 
the likes of Des Ryan, Stephen Hill and Mick McCrickard. 
Rick is married with two boys, Leo and Ari, who are very 
early on in their school journey. Rick remembers his 
Trinity Days fondly in Blue House, [Editor-Rick was captain 
of McAuley House in 1992] and travelling to school by bus 
each day. The friendships and memories feel like yesterday 
as he recently described the day of his last exam, which 
was spent helping Cliff Young get himself through the 
night, running in the once famous Colac Six Day race.

Brian Bottrell (1967-1968) Brian was a proud Trinity 
College Year 9 original student with Brother Tuck as his 
class teacher. Brian attended for two years and then 
moved to Colac High School to study Year 11. At age 
seventeen he moved to Melbourne to train as a Postal 
Clerk with the PMG and later Australia Post. In 1979 Brian 
moved to Geelong and continued with Australia Post 
until 1984 when, with his wife, he purchased a milk bar in 
Geelong West. They owned a few small businesses before 
Brian went to work at Avalon in aircraft maintenance. 
Brian spent about 24 years at Avalon and during that time, 
he and his wife, also started a gourmet food distribution 
business which they ran part-time. Since Qantas closed 
the maintenance facility nearly four years ago they have 
continued to run their small business. Brian and his wife, 
have two children, one son and one daughter. Their son 
is married with two little girls and their daughter is to be 
married next March. Brian loves Geelong and has lived 
in Bell Post Hill for over thirty years. They love travel and 
have enjoyed wonderful holidays in lots of Asian countries 
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and a European river cruise a couple of years ago was a 
huge highlight. Brian has played lawn bowls for twenty 
years in Geelong and currently plays Premier League for 
Eastern Park Bowls Club. Brian is now 64 and looking at 
retirement in the next couple of years.

Brian Callahan (1978-1983) After graduating in 1983, 
Brian studied Science at The University of Melbourne. 
Brian returned to Colac to live after meeting his future 
wife, Eva, locally in 1986. In 1987 Brian gained an 
administration role at AKD Softwoods. He started in 
sales then gradually became more involved in the area of 
production and was eventually promoted to Production 
Manager in 1994. The job was a fantastic challenge as the 
company was in an expansion and modernisation phase. 
Eva and Brian married in 1989 and they concluded that 
Colac was a perfect place to raise a family. In 1999 Brian 
designed and built a new home in town for their growing 
family. They have three children Jake, Abby and Matt all of 
whom have given them great joy by also graduating from 
Trinity College (2009, 2010 and 2013 respectively). As a 
keen motorcyclist and an avid traveller, Brian has been 
able to combine these two passions to ride extensively 
throughout Australia over the years. In 2001 Brian had 
a career change and started in an administration role at 
Colac Motorcycles working in a field that holds a great deal 
of interest to him and he is still employed there today. Eva 
and Brian are patiently waiting for the next generation of 
Callahans to arrive.

Jacinta Loveday (nee Evans) (1987-88)  After completing 
Year 12 in 1988 Jacinta took a gap year and spent eight 
months with a friend living and travelling in Europe.  
Jacinta returned to study in 1990-1992 completing an 
Arts degree at Melbourne University.  Travel featured 
strongly along with study and part-time work to support 
her endeavours. Jacinta worked for another year in 
Melbourne before returning to country life and the 
family dairy farm at Johanna.  Shortly thereafter she met 
her husband, Fred.  They began their own dairy farming 
venture which took them to Laang where they are now 
farming and raising three children who attend Emmanuel 
College in Warrnambool.  The children are able to enjoy 
some of the same values Jacinta did as a child – country 
living, plenty of sporting activities and a quality education.

Bevan Vahland (1989-1994) Having graduated from Trinity 
in 1994, Bevan went on to study theatre and acting and 
worked across Victoria for 15 years as both an actor on 
stage and television and as a stage and costume designer 
on over 30 professional productions. His love of food and 
cooking has also been prevelent, working as a professional 
chef for the past 21 years.  At 24 he took on his first head 

chef role and now 16 years later he finds himself as 
executive chef of Mantra Lorne - a full circle coming back 
to where he grew up around Deans Marsh. In 2012, Bevan 
began production of his food television program called 
"Food to Eat" which explores the story of food. The show 
has produced two internet based series, over 200 original 
youtube videos and has been watched worldwide. Season 
three aired on Foxtel in 2016. The show is currently being 
aired in the USA on the Footprint network with big plans 
for its expansion into both the US and the UK markets in 
2018. His first food book is due for publication early next 
year. Bevan has been married to his wife Amber for 16 
years and they have three rambunctious little boys and 
currently reside in Torquay.

Gerard Carew (1985-1990)  After finishing Year 12 
Gerard left home and moved to Melbourne to study 
Civil Engineering at RMIT University.  After graduating he 
worked for 12 months as a Site Engineer on the Western 
Ring Road project, and was then accepted into the 
graduate program at Caterpillar (construction & mining 
equipment) based at Tullamarine.  Gerard spent six years 
at Caterpillar including two years living in Brisbane and 
was lucky enough to get to travel to many remote mine 
sites in Australia and Papua New Guinea. He also made 
several trips to the USA where the big yellow machines 
were made. In 2002, Caterpillar sold its agricultural 
products division to another North American company 
called AGCO Corporation, and Gerard was asked to move 
across to lead that new business for AGCO. For a boy 
that grew up on a farm, this was an easy transition and 
he enjoyed four years working at AGCO alongside some 
other Trinity old collegians in Paul Darcy and Phil Janes.  
Gerard's next career move came in 2007 when he jumped 
onto the early wave of renewable energy growth with 
Danish wind turbine manufacturer, Vestas. Back then, 
wind energy was seen as ‘alternative’, but it is now the 
lowest cost form of new power generation and has grown 
exponentially in market size over the past decade.  In 
Gerard's time at Vestas he was involved in more than 30 
new wind farm projects across Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan, South Korea, Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, 
and Pakistan. Gerard is now enjoying some long service 
leave and time with family ahead of starting a new 
challenge in 2018.  Gerard is happily married to Grace 
and living in Moonee Ponds with three young boys (Jack, 
Henry & Charlie) aged 12, 10, and 7.  The boys attend the 
local Catholic primary school (St Monica’s) and will go on 
to be part of another great Catholic secondary college 
at St Bernard’s in Essendon which also has close ties to 
Trinity with Tony Paatsch having served as Principal there 
between 2009 – 2016. 



The Triune 23 Trinity College Colac

Contributions Encouraged: To make ‘The Triune’ interesting 
reading for all, input is encouraged from past students and 
staff. Thank you to those who have contributed so willingly 
when invited to do so. It is greatly appreciated. Please 
support ‘The Triune’ so that it will grow and foster good 
will and fellowship with all former students and staff. Email 
contributions to: alumni@tcc.vic.edu.au
Thank You: Thank you to Pauline Morgan for her valuable 
assistance in the preparation of this edition.
Alumni Registration: Please encourage all former staff and 
students to register so that they receive the next newsletter. 
Registration is now easily completed online via the following 
link: www.tcc.vic.edu.au/trinity/alumni

Mary Day, Editor, Edition 3.

Yvonne De Marchi (formerly Tillack & Pevitt) (1960-63)
After leaving St Joseph's College in 1963, Yvonne joined 
the Colac Branch of the E S and A Bank for three years 
before being transferred to Melbourne to train for the 
Country Relief Program. She made lasting friendships and 
felt she understood herself better as well.   

Yvonne married, then had a daugher, Lisa, in 1969 but, 
sadly her marriage didn't last and after three years she 
became a single mum and remained so for the next 
nineteen years.

During this time Yvonne worked at Kodak and after being 
on a waiting list for quite some time, she obtained a rather 
rundown Housing Commission house in Bellfield. She 
loved the fact it was 'hers' and she has gradually made 
improvements to make it a more comforatble 'home'.

Sadly after twenty years Yvonne and 120 others were 
retrenched from Kodak but eventually after some 
short term jobs Yvonne was employed at Heidelberg 
Council preparing and delivering Meals-on-Wheels. She 
sometimes even took one of her grandchildren along as 
'jockey' on delivery runs.

By this time Yvonne had gained four grandchildren and had 
married again. This also brought her three step children 
and she felt she was lucky in that they were happy and 
enjoyed many family occasions and holidays together.

Sadly, Alan, her husband of 23 years died of a brain 
aneurism leaving his family members feeling like they were 
in a vacuum. Having not been a social couple and having 
been planning his retirement and travel adventures, 
Yvonne felt lonely so became involved with Parents 
Without Partners, eventually becoming State President 

and Welfare Officer. She has also been a member of 
National Seniors and Probus (both in Greensborough) as 
she believes the groups and social life help keep people fit 
as they age.

Yvonne's health has been a challenge at times but after 
two hip replacements she has managed to travel to 
Norfolk Island, Europe, Darwin, Hawaii, Kangaroo and King 
Islands with her clubs and friends she has made over the 
years. She si looking forward to a Tasmanian trip next year 
followed by Japan in 2019. Yvonne also owns a caravan 
which helps her to keep in touch with her grandchildren.

Yvonne has friends from all stages of her life except from 
her Colac School Days. She has missed reunions held over 
the years. Yvonne feels she has managed to maintain 
balance in her life, with friends, hobbies, family and clubs 
and she currently has a companion with whom she shares 
many common interests.

Having thoroughly enjoyed celebrating her 70th birthday 
Yvonne is looking forward to the next milestone - her 
75th!!'

For anyone wishing to get in touch she is on Facebook, or 
via email: yvonnedem@hotmail.com.

PHOTOS WANTED: If former students have any photos of their school days, particularly the early days, they woud be willing to 
share they would be much appreciated. Photos could be scanned and emailed to alumni@tcc.vic.edu.au or alternatively if they 
are brought into the school they will be scanned and the original returned to you.

Trinity College P&F will run their Annual Raffle again in 
2018. If you would like the chance to win the main prize, 
a car, you need to look out around Colac for tickets which 
will be on sale in May/June next year. If you don't live 
locally and want a ticket please contact reception. The 
date for the draw has not yet been finalised, but this 

Parents and Friends Annual Raffle

year it was the 2nd 
Wednesday in June. 

$10 per ticket. 

The 2017 car was won 
by former student, 
David Demasi.


